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So, Do You Think  
Democracy is Easy? 

 
 
 
There is a great deal of concern in American Jewish 
circles about recent developments in Israel. And for good 
reason. There are some truly contemptible people who 
have entered the Israeli government, and enough right 
wingers to pass a whole bunch of distasteful radical 
legislation.  
 
I would suggest, though, that we should exercise some 
caution in our responses to this. All is not lost. Some 
things aren’t even missing. The problem is our American 
blinkers. They distort our reading of what is actually 
happening in Israel. In addition, we confuse long term 
structural issues with current political issues.  
 
Consider the Supreme Court. There is a fear that 
Netanyahu and Co. are trying to take over the Court. But 
we should take into consideration that unlike the 
American Court, where the President nominates and the 
Senate confirms (thereby allowing a great deal of 
popular input), the Israeli system gives the Supreme 
Court justices themselves tremendous influence when 
appointing the next justice (3 out of 9 votes). If any two 
of the remaining six share the opinions of the sitting 
justices, current judicial ideology becomes self-
perpetuating.  
 
How would we feel about it if the current U.S. Supreme 
Court had such influence on choosing the next member 
of the court? Surely not so wonderful.  
 
Then there is the issue of judicial review. Ever since 
Marbury vs. Madison, American courts have had the 
right to declare certain laws unconstitutional. The Israeli 
Supreme Court does the same. But there are problems. 
First, Israel does not have a Constitution. Second, there 
is no clear statute allowing judicial review. This is 
simply a privilege the Court has arrogated to itself, and 
such privilege is not self-evident. It should be noted, for 
example, that courts in Great Britain have no right of 
judicial review. So the idea that a majority Knesset vote 
can override a Supreme Court decision is hardly 
outlandish.  
 
Put another way: If Israel had a system where judges 
were chosen as they are in the U.S., and had no judicial 
review powers, similar to courts in Great Britain, would 
anyone say that this was “the end of democracy?” 
Hardly. One could even argue that the proposed changes 
make Israel more democratic, not less.  

 
 

 
 
So the apocalyptic hyperventilating really needs to stop.  
 
The issue here isn’t the tinkering with the system. The 
issue here is that the vast majority of liberal American 
Jews fear the policies that could come into effect if these 
changes are made. For good reason. Given the current 
(unfortunate) composition of the Knesset, the Court 
would arguably become more conservative. And the 
country’s laws, particularly those involving Palestinians, 
would become more conservative as well. Sure, we’re 
not happy about it. But I suspect that if the trend were in 
the other direction, and courts and laws were becoming 
more liberal, people would be much less bent out of 
shape about “the end of democracy.” 
 
Much the same could be said about defining Israel as a 
“Jewish state.” In America, claiming the country as 
“Christian” or “White” or “White Christian” is 
anathema, a betrayal. In most countries of the world, in 
contrast, it is completely natural to designate the country 
as linked primarily to some ethnic group. Britain is for 
Brits. Germany is for Germans, France is for the French. 
They all have ethnic minorities, to be sure, and they 
extend citizen rights to them. But having Basque in 
France or ethnic Turks in Germany does not make those 
countries one bit less French or German. So, too, with 
Jews in Judea/Israel. 
 
Much the same can be said about “settlements,” a 
pejorative word if ever there was one. First, contrary to 
endless fantasy, settlements in general are not the least 
bit illegal by international law. The ”illegal” settlements 
recently approved by the Israeli government were illegal 
by Israeli law, not international law. Third, all those 
settlements are in Area C, the part of Judea and Samaria 
(“the West Bank”) that according to the signed Oslo 
Accords is intended to be under full Israeli control. 
Fourth, the entirety of Judea and Samaria is smaller than 
Delaware (you know, the state you drive through in 45 
minutes to get to Maryland)—hardly the stuff of 
“rapacious hyperimperialism.” And finally, speaking of 
hyper, it should be noted that there is (as usual) far more 
hyperventilation about the settlements than there is about 
the terrorist murders of two brothers, aged eight and six, 
to which the legalization of settlements was a response.  
 
Summing up, the choices Israel is currently making on 
these and other issues may be unwise (I certainly think 
they are), but they are not the threat to democracy 
everyone is making them out to be. Instead, they are 
confirmations of Robert Kennedy’s observation that 
“Democracy is messy, and it’s hard. It’s never easy.” 
Thank G-d, we have the freedom to clean up the mess.  

       From Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff  



Page  3              HAKOL              www. bnaitikvah.org              March 2023               8 Adar—9 Nisan              Volume 45  issue 7 

 

 

HAKOL — The Newsletter of 
 

Congregation B’nai Tikvah,  JCC of North & South Brunswick  
 1001 Finnegan’s Lane, No. Brunswick, NJ 08902 

 

Published monthly, except July and August. Submissions are encouraged about events, group activities, and 
anything relevant to the Jewish Community. All articles emailed to Hakol@bnaitikvah.org are due by the 15th of the preceding 
month and are subject to available space and editorial constraints.  We discourage the use of PDF files. All issues are archived 
at bnaitikvah.org/hakol and emailed via the CBT Newsletter. 
 
Editors: Gary Bergman, Arthur Biderman, Janet Weiss, and Sandy Sharon.  Advertising: Janet Weiss. 

 
 

More than Ever:  
A Source of Pride and  
Enlightenment 
L’dor Vador 2023 

 
I’ve been around B’nai Tikvah for twenty-five years and 
I’ve experienced a great deal. I was filled with emotion, 
hope and joyful anticipation; it was my dream to present 
Jewish music events to my family and my congregation. 
Now that we are able to bring back a L’dor Vador 
Concert, this year in honor of Israel’s 75th Independence 
Day, I’m truly jazzed. I’m a little manic; I’m worried 
about everything and sometimes resorting to platitudes. 
I’m truly off the wall. I couldn’t sleep last night; thinking, 
planning, dreaming about this wonderful event for our 
Shul. You really need to be here! 
 
There will be something for everyone. In addition to a 
concert, we’ll be hosting a PJ Library Birthday Bash for 
Israel-an immersive family fun event. Additionally, an 
Israel advocacy and vendor fair is also being planned. 
 
From the beginning with Neshama Carlebach and the 
gospel choir to the Jewish Bluegrass concert with Nefesh 
Mountain, we’ve experienced a wide variety of the very 
best in Jewish music. This year’s event will present 
Magda Fishman and her band, Shorashim. Magda 
Fishman is an extraordinary singer and musician; she is a 
very exciting performer! 
 
This L’dor Vador event on April 30 is so much more than 
ever before. I am bursting with pride! In addition to the 
generous sponsorship of the concert by David and Cindy 
Teicher, our event has been chosen and will be the 
Federation of the Heart of New Jersey’s première event, 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Celebrating Israel 75, by bringing together the Jewish 
communities across Monmouth and Greater Middlesex 
counties. 
 
In 2007, I first wrote to you about L’dor Vador. I stated…
from generation to generation, L’dor Vador, we are 
connected to each other. Our generation, parents of 
children of all ages, is primed to transmit the lessons from 
our parents to our future generations. 
 
These events will be open to the community and will 
express our aspirations for the future of B’nai Tikvah as 
leaders in the community. We have become a central 
location for important events, where fabulous music is 
heard and diverse voices enlighten the community, a 
source of pride and enlightenment. 
 
It is the time to renew this promise for our community 
and another congregational generation. Our future and 
our destiny as Jewish people and a Jewish community 
depend on our celebrating Israel, our love and our 
accomplishments together, with emotion and joyful 
awareness. We choose and embrace our destiny to 
enlighten the world, pursue justice, to love G-d and each 
other with all our hearts and all our souls. 
 
We are still a source of pride and enlightenment. 
Ahm Yisrael Chai-Let’s Celebrate with Joy! 
 
Cantor Bruce Rockman 

 From the Desk of Cantor Rockman  

I wish to thank Scott Kessler and our Administrator, Lesley Lewkowicz, for producing the February Hakol in my 
absence during the month of January with the assistance of our usual volunteers, Sandy Sharon, Arthur Biderman.,       
and Janet Weiss.    Gary Bergman. 
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   If We Don’t, Who Will? 
 
 
 
 
When I was younger, I was no different from many other 
Jewish kids in my area.  While I was fortunate to grow up 
in a town that had a significant Jewish population, we 
were divided a little as we had four synagogues that 
served our community, two conservative and two 
orthodox.  But all of us knew the importance of our 
connection to our Jewish community.  To be honest, at 
the time I didn’t realize how important it was to learn 
about our history. But as I went through my childhood 
years, listening to what was being taught gave me such a 
sense of perseverance, strength, and incredible lessons of 
self-worth.  These lessons showed a society that always 
seemed to be “The Underdogs”; yet we survived slavery, 
the holocaust, and so many examples of pure hatred.  I 
truly believed it grounded me into wanting to be caring 
and contributing, but also driven.  My parents said a lot to 
me growing up, but what they said about staying 
connected to my Jewish heritage was: “If we don’t, who 
will?” 
 
So while sometimes it felt like there were many other 
things I would rather have been doing, my parents were 
always there instilling into me, “If we don’t, who will?”  
You need to remember, learn, embrace, and understand 
not only where you came from, but also how that 
connection can shape and mold you into being greater and 
the desire to accomplish even things that might seem 
impossible.  I can go to the little things; for example, 
standing up in a room of strangers and speaking seemed a 
lot easier after my Bar Mitzvah.  But I can also point to 
the fact that when training as a runner, I had a poster that 
said, “Every day your competitors are training to beat 
you.”  This was a philosophically easy connection for me, 
knowing what it meant to always believe a little more 
pays off.  Things I learned via growing up Jewish. 
 
What I really didn’t see as much during that moment was 
how important it was going to be to stay wrapped around 
those that were also wrapped around our Jewish 
Community.  Now that I’m a wee bit older than my 
childhood self, I am fortunate enough to have many of my 
childhood friends still connected together, thanks to our 
positive use of social media, and general love for one 
another.  But I also had no idea that many of those in my 
world were actually Jewish like me.  The reason?  
Because we were sharing the similarities of our lives as 
opposed to pointing out differences in beliefs.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
But now, I also recognize that the world I once saw as 
“Never Ending Jewish” is in fact declining.  Our Jewish 
Community at B’nai Tikvah provides us just that:  A 
Jewish Community.  “If we don’t, who will?”  The reason 
why we have been so driven to attract new members is 
not about raising our numbers.  It’s truly about continuing 
the pipeline of the fact that in order to deliver all aspects 
of a Jewish Community, you first and foremost need to 
represent all the many layers of what the modern Jewish 
Community is and how important it is to intertwine all 
these values.  The pot itself might be getting smaller in 
Middlesex County, but those that are there should be 
assisted if they’re not connecting to fellow Jewish people 
to understand B’nai Tikvah wants them to be a part of 
that appreciation and part of a Jewish Community. 
 
Several months ago, I read an interesting article about 
families handing down their traditions from generation to 
generation.  The most interesting aspect from the article 
was a quote that read, “The reason why families aren’t 
embracing so many positive values is because those that 
use to teach them have passed on in time or stopped 
expressing why there are important elements that should 
never be forgotten.”  Whether unions are built on total 
likeness or splintered parts, there are always going to be 
pieces that no one should want to lose sight of their value.  
“If we don’t, who will?” Extinction in no small part can 
come from ignoring something disappearing.  It’s why 
animals are placed on the endangered species list and 
breeding more and more becomes paramount in survival.   
One doesn’t need to necessarily share every value, but all 
of us need to recognize the importance of the main 
principles of what is at stake for a community that needs 
the active participation of all those that can.  “If we don’t, 
who will?” 
 
We are going to continue to open our doors wide here at 
B’nai Tikvah and, most importantly, reach out to our 
contiguous geographic communities to find any and all 
with the love and attachment to Judaism in their hearts 
and values.  As I said, growing up and through consistent 
reminders and encouragement, more and more, I 
appreciated what it meant to not only be Jewish, but also 
to share those gifts with the world.  The grounding of the 
community, the understanding of the traditions, the 
perseverance of the people….. all of that rounded me into 
a person of strength and conviction.  Our religion has 
survived so much and if all of us see what our biblical 
learnings have inscribed in that survival, the thought of its 
losing traction in the 2000’s?  Well, it shouldn’t happen.   
 
Because, “If we don’t, who will?” 

       From President Charles Valan  
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Brian Berness    Craig Cohen 
           Co-Presidents 
 

What you get for $20 and how it works. 

B’nai Tikvah participated in the World Wide Wrap on February 12, 2023 

Contact Brian Berness: 732-208-7319  bsberness@verizon.net  
or buy it online at https://www.charitymania.com/give/DD00C 

10 Week Baseball Season /$20 ticket—Starts April 3, 2023 

 The purchaser gets access to music and book down-
loads from the CharityStudio.  

 

 Over $20 worth of digital music from up-and-coming 
artists from around the country. 

 

 You get one Baseball Mania sweepstakes game card. 
  
 Each game card contains 3 random baseball teams in 

each of the first 10 weeks of the pro baseball season. 

 Add up the runs scored by your 3 teams each week 
 

 If your total runs scored is in the top 20, you win 
money! 

 

 The 3 lowest scoring game cards also win 
 

 A new chance to win in each of the 10 weeks! 
 

 Two grand prizes awarded at the end of the season.   
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Join Sisterhood!!! Join the fun!!  Join the friendship!!!  
It’s the place to be!!  Keep your eyes open for upcoming 
events and activities. For information, contact Cheryl 
Crick: cherylcrick13@gmail.com 
 
To join the Board, contact Shelly Wistreich:  
wis437@optonline.net 
 
We are always looking for new faces to help us. Bring us 
some great new ideas!!  We would love to hear from 
you!! 

 

Gift Shop 
We are open on Sundays during Hebrew School hours or 
by appointment.  We carry a wide range of items from 
holiday, special occasion and everyday items. For 
appointments, please contact Felice: lorfox@aol.com 
 
 Sale is extended through March! All jewelry is 25% off. 
 
The gift shop is also available online at  
https://bnaitikvah.org/shop. 

 
Torah Fund  
Women's League for Conservative Judaism, through 
Torah Fund’s Chazak v’Ematz - “Be Strong & 
Courageous,” campaign, supports scholarships and 
programming at The Jewish Theological Seminary in 
New York, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in Los 
Angeles, Schechter Institutes of Jewish Studies in 
Jerusalem, Seminario Rabinico Latinoamericano in 
Buenos Aires, and Zacharias Frankel College in 
Potsdam. 
 
Every year, the costs of higher education increase. Your 
donation would help provide needed scholarships and 
programs that ensure the training of the next generation 
for leadership roles in the Jewish community. 
 
We appreciate ALL donations sent in for Torah Fund, 
starting at $18.00. If you make a donation of $180.00, 
you will become a Torah Fund benefactor and receive 
the Chazak v’Ematz pin as a thank you from the Torah 
Fund Campaign. For more information or to donate, 
contact Teresa Samtur at msamtur@comcast.net. Or visit 
www.jtsa.edu/torah-fund. 
.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitzvah Baskets  
Let us decorate the bima with nonperishable food baskets. We 
also deliver the baskets for use at other synagogues. Tell your 
local friends about this service! Contact: Teresa Samtur  
732-821-8163 msamtur@comcast.net. 

 
Mazel Tosses  
Enhance the simcha of your child's special day by having 
Sisterhood provide bags of soft candy to sweeten the day. 
They are also great for an Aufruf! Visit bnaitikvah.org/
mazel-tosses to order your Mazel Tosses online. Please 
place your order at least one month in advance.  
Contact Marci Abschutz at  
marci.abschutz@gmail.com for any questions. 

 

 

   

 Linda J. Fellen, Esq. 
 
 

         FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC 
Attorneys at Law 

 

21 Kilmer Drive  
Building 2, Suite G  

Morganville, NJ 07751  

732-431-0473 linda@fellenlaw.com 

732-780-3533 (fax)  http://fellenandfellen.com 

Cheryl Crick 
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February 14, 2023 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bergman 
Congregation B’nai Tikvah 
1001 Finnegans La 
N. Brunswick, NJ 08902 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madame: 
 
I want to thank you for volunteering your time to offer hope to those who need blood and 
blood products. The blood donated by the donors you recruited save the lives of trauma 
victims, patients with blood disorders, Cancer, and many other life- threatening injuries 
and illnesses in our area hospitals. 
 
The continuing efforts of Congregation B’nai Tikvah is very sincerely appreciated as a 
“life-saving community service.” 
 
The results of your blood drive Monday, February 13, 2023 
 

Goal: 19 
Registered: 16 
Deferred: 3 
ALYX: 3=6 
Walkouts: 1 
 
Grand Totals: 16 + 6 ALYX = 22 

  
Shortages occur throughout the year especially in this area of the country. This situation 
puts the lives of patients who need blood in danger. Please ask your donors who are 
unavailable to donate at your blood drive to donate at an upcoming blood drive in your 
area. Check our website (www.vitalant.org) for locations or contact me for information.   
    
Very Best Regards, 
Brenda McEntyre – Saunders 
Donor Recruitment Representative 

o 201.389-0382 I c 862. 250.0544  
Community Blood Services is now Vitalant 
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  Our Chaverim Program  
 
 

 
 

  Laura Waksman 
 
Our new program for members 60 plus will have gotten 
underway by the time of this printing, with a February 28th 
performance by Joe Grillo, saxophonist, MC/ singer. We are 
fortunate to be partnering with Jewish Family Services of 
Middlesex County (JFS) who provides the lunches for the 
program, along with a presenter or entertainer provided through 
the B'nai Tikvah  Social Action fund. 
 
I must clarify a very important point regarding eligibility for the 
lunch portion of the program. You must  live in Middlesex 
County and be at least 60 years old to attend the lunch portion 
of the program. This is due to a grant through Middlesex 
County that JFS receives to cover part of the cost of the meals.  
For those of you over 60 who do not live in Middlesex County, 
we welcome you to attend the presenter/entertainer portion of 
our meetings which will take place most months from 1-2 PM. 
Lunch is served from 12-1. You must RSVP to me at 

Laurawaksman@gmail.com or 908-812-2274  to attend the  
entire event including lunch, or just the presenter/ entertainer 
portion, as we must have adequate seating. All meetings will be 
on Tuesdays from 12-2, either the 3rd or 4th Tuesday of a 
month, unless otherwise noted.  
 
We look forward to being entertained and enlightened by Larry 
Wolfert for the March 21st Chaverim meeting, when we will 
reminisce, as he presents the Golden Years of Borscht Belt 
comedy.  Lunch will be served from 12-1 and Larry will present 
his talk from 1-2. Save the Date- April 25th- a  Chaverim 
presentation to honor Yom Hazikaron and to celebrate Yom 
Haatzmaut for this special 75th birthday of  Israel. Details to be 
announced.  
 
Mitzvah Day is returning for its 2nd year on June 11th,  and we 
plan to do  mitzvah projects in the community as well as inside 
our building, once again with projects for those ages 2-102. To 
attend our Mitzvah Day Kickoff Meeting on Sunday, March 
12th at 10 am, please RSVP to me. You need not be a Social 
Action member  to attend. 
 
We are collecting year round for the JFS Kosher Food Pantry.  
Please drop non-perishable kosher foods in the wicker chest 
outside the office. To volunteer to check the chest and bring 
food over to JFS on your own schedule, contact me.  
 
Together... let's make a difference.  

 

CBT has two courts available in the gym with 
equipment donated by a generous congregant. 

 
If you are interested in playing, let us know through 

the "CBT Pickleball" What'sApp group. 
 

To join the Pickleball What'sApp group,  
text to Barry Safeer (732-407-8429) 
with your name so you can be added. 

 
Your donation to this cause would be much appreci-

ated to help offset the costs. 
 

For information, please contact Barry Safeer (safeer@comcast.net)  
or Marc Rosen (marcr58187@aol.com). 

CBT Pickleball is Here 

CBT Book Club Schedule 
 

April 18 -   “He Gets That From Me” by Jacqueline Friedland 
June -   “After The Fire” by Lauren Belfer 
August 8 -   “The Latecomer” by Jean Hanff Korelite 
October -   “The Immortalists” by Chloe Benjamin 
December -   “The Hidden Affair” by Pam Jenoff 
 

For information or other suggestions, contact Lynn Biderman 732-439-9999 r.lynn.biderman@gmail.com 
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Marina & Peter Finkelberg, in loving memory of Polina Khaykina 
Doris & Jack Birkenthal, in memory of Gussie Birkenthal 
Cindy & Neal Gittleman, in memory of Sidney Solomon 
Phyllis Rich, in memory of Charles Bernstein 
Ruth & Allen Schechter, in memory of Rose Schechter 
The Uniman Family, in memory of Shirley Uniman 
The Ciccione Family, in memory of Sally Ciccione 
Andrea & Steven Katz, in memory of Dan Goldman’s mother, 
     Aliza Goldman 
Stacey & Richard Watman, in memory of Carole Kalish 
Phyllis Saltzman, in memory of Rachel Ruchlin 
 
Cantor’s Special Fund 
Ellie & Bill Greenberg, in memory of Jacob D. Greenberg 
LouAnne & John Wolf, in memory of Marvin Michaels 
Gale & Marc Dillman, in honor of Hagbah 
Janis & David Hoffman, in appreciation of Cantor Rockman’s support 
 
Bikur Cholim  
Cindy & Neal Gittleman, in memory of Ruth-Ann Breitler 
Nancy & Paul Zankel, in memory of Sidney Fried 
Steven Mark, in memory of Ronnie Mark 
Herb Mars & Family, Mazel Tov to Barbra & Bruce London on the 
     birth of their grandson, Jonas Barkai 
Charlie, Laurie, Daria & Brooke Valan and Samantha & David Bartels, 
     in loving memory of Charlie’s grandmother, Toni Lager 
 
Trees for Israel 
Sharon Family, in memory of Dina Sharon-Schwadron 
Ellen Lawson, in memory of Rose Kempner 
Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg, in memory of Charles Fishelberg 
 
Yahrzeit and Tzedakah Fund 
Irina Irgon, in memory of Adam Irgon 
Terri & Alan Woller, in memory of Chester Gitlen 
Leslie, Steven, Craig & Adam Dickert, in loving memory of  
     Irving R. Margulies 
Irene & Dan Goldman, in memory of Ethel Yaros 
Irene & Dan Goldman, in memory of Ethel Turetzky 
Michele & Dave Greenfield, in memory of Hyman Arougheti 
Joe Plotnick, in memory of Hilda Snyder 
Blanche Fruhling, in memory of Jerome Fruhling 
Joyce & Joel Gerbman, in memory of Allen Gerbman 
Caren & Barry Dworkin, in memory of Robert A. Dworkin 
Caren & Barry Dworkin, in memory of Alan Siegel 
Howard Kalish, in memory of Carole Kalish 
Arlene Bacher, in memory of Rae Forster 
The Rekant Family, in memory of Sadye Levene 
Norlyn & Dennis Kessler, in memory of Harriet Schanen 
Myra & Howard Dickert, in memory of Lawrence Dickert 
Andrea & Steven Katz, in loving memory of Cheryl Einhorn 
The Rekant Family, in memory of Debbi’s grandfather, Sam Slotoroff 
Ellen, Jerry & Alissa Platz, in memory of Grace Platz 
Ronnie & Jerry Levine, in memory of Edith Levine 
Ronnie & Jerry Levine, in memory of Walter Freedman 
Vicki & Burt Bauman, in memory of Minna Manheim 
Shelly & Ken Wistreich, in memory of Ben Wistreich, on the first  
     anniversary of his passing  
 
Religious School Fund 
Bobbie Rubin, Mazel Tov to Amanda & Harry Uniman on the birth  
     of their daughter, Gavriella Leah 
Bobbie Rubin, Mazel Tov to Gale & Marc Dillman on the birth of  
     their granddaughter, Gavriella Leah 
Fran Weinstein, thank you for the lovely dinner 

 
 
 
Social Action Fund 
Rose & Jeff Berger, in memory of Sam Laist 
Rose & Jeff Berger, in memory of Rachel Ruchlin 
Amy & Cliff Smith, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on the birth  
     of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Andrea & Steven Katz, in memory of Rees Klemish 
Andrea & Steven Katz, great job to Laura Waksman and the 
     Social Action Committee 
Rose & Jeff Berger, in honor of the birth of Marcia & Jeff Schwartz’s  
     granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
 
Shabbat Luncheon Fund 
Nancy & Elliott Danto, in memory of Ennes Danto 
Linda Fellen & Ben Gottesman, in memory of Rachel Ruchlin 
Marcie & Steven Kfare, in memory of Gloria Tarr 
Marci & Steven Kfare, in memory of Linda Katz 
Cheryl & Myron Asnis, in memory of Pearl Kaplan 
Gale & Marc Dillman, in memory of Milton Buchbinder 
Nancy & Elliott Danto, in memory of Geri Cohen 
Nancy & Elliott Danto, in memory of Carole Kalish 
Andrea & Steven Katz, in memory of Rachel Ruchlin 
Gaye & Alan Feinberg, in memory of William Strauss 
Gaye & Alan Feinberg, in memory of Jacob Rausch 
Marci Oslick & Phil Welsher, Mazel Tov to Lisa & Richard Seidman  
     on the engagement of their daughter Rachel to Aldo Battle 
Marci Oslick & Phil Welsher, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz  
     on the birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in loving memory of Esther Pinsky 
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, Mazel Tov to Barbra & Bruce London, in 
     honor of the birth of their grandson, Jonas Barkai  
 
General Fund 
Leslie & Steven Dickert, in honor of Lisa & Richard Seidman on the  
     occasion of the engagement of their daughter Rachel to Aldo Battle 
Judy & Norm Kauff, in memory of Linda Katz 
Linda Fellen & Ben Gottesman, in memory of Rochelle Rosen’s  
     mother, Linda Katz 
Betty & Marvin Stark, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on the 
     birth of their granddaughter Lacey Farrah 
Lynne Frumkin & Howard Drucker, in memory of Arlene Frumkin’s 
     sister, Linda Lakin 
Marcia & Gary Wesalo 
 
Arnie Miller Youth Activity Fund 
Fern & Allan Katronetsky, Mazel Tov to Amanda & Harry Uniman, 
     and the Uniman and Dillman families on the birth of Gavriella Leah 
Fern & Allan Katronetsky, Mazel Tov to the Ehrlich and Friedman  
     families on the birth of David Lior Friedman 
Fern & Allan Katronetsky, Mazel Tov to the Schultz and Kobb families 
     on the birth of Graham Lawrence Kobb 
Susan Miller, in memory of Rochelle Rosen’s beloved mother, 
     Linda Katz 
Susan Miller, in honor of the marriage of Arlene & Mitch Frumkin’s 
     son Adam to Cara 
Susan Miller, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Shari and Lee Rykus’s 
     daughter, Haley 
Susan Miller, in honor of the birth of Marcia & Jeff Schwartz’s  
     granddaughter, Lacey Farrah Schwartz 
Elisa & Brian Berness & Family, in memory of Rochelle Rosen’s  
     mother, Linda Katz 
Andrea & Steven Katz, in memory of Rochelle Rosen’s mother,  
     Linda Katz  
The Mars Family, in memory of Isidor Mahler 
The Mars Family, in memory of Lillian Mahler 
Friends of Barbara Plotnick, in memory of beloved friend, Barbara 
     Plotnick 

Donations:  January 15 — February 14, 2023  

Please Note: It is never the intention of the office to leave out someone’s donation from the Hakol listings. 
If your donation was inadvertently left out, please contact the office and we will submit for the next Hakol. 
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L’dor Vador Fund 
Cindy & Neal Gittleman, in memory of Jonathan Gittleman 
 
Shomrei Tikvah Fund 
Fern & Allan Katronetsky & Family, in loving memory of Ruth-Ann  
     Breitler, wife of Rabbi Wolkoff and mother of Alex, Joseph, and 
     Dahlia 
Fern & Allan Katronetsky & Family, in loving memory of Diane  
     Syverstein, mother and mother-in-law of Jeff Lamoreaux and  
     Debbie-Stein Lamoreaux 
Ruth Anne Koenick, in memory of Linda Katz 
Arlene & Arthur Cederbaum, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz 
     on the birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Les & Dave Offenberg, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on  
     the birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Janet Weiss, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on the birth of  
     their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Adrienne & Andy Ross, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on  
     the birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
The Mars Family, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on the birth  
     of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Cheryl & Moshe Attas, in honor of the birth of  
     Marcia & Jeff Schwartz’s granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Marci & Marty Abschutz, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on  
     the birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Cheryl & Moshe Attas, congratulating the Uniman and Dillman 
     families on the birth of Gavriella Leah 
Carol Eisenberg, in memory of Matilda F. Ratzman 
Laurie & Charlie Valan, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on  
     the birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz, congratulations to Toby & Gary Ehrlich on 
     the birth of their grandson, David Lior Friedman 
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz, congratulations to Nancy Asher-Schultz &  
     Dave Schultz on the birth of their grandson, Graham Lawrence Kobb 
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz, condolences to Rochelle Rosen & Family,  
     on the death of your beloved mother, Linda Katz 
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz, condolences to Dan Goldman & Family, 
     on the death of your beloved mother, Aliza Goldman 
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz, condolences to Janice Hoffman & Family on 
     the death of your beloved mother, Ruth Candeub 
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz, in loving memory of Rachel Ruchlin; You  
     will be sorely missed but never forgotten. 
Marcia & Gary Wesalo, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on the 
     birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, Mazel Tov to Marcia & Jeff Schwartz on the 
     birth of their granddaughter, Lacey Farrah 
Adrienne & Andy Ross, Mazel Tov to Barbra & Bruce London on the 
     birth of their grandson, Jonas Barkai 
 
Mark Kasdin Memorial Fund 
Maxine Kasdin, in memory of Jack Steck 
 
Passport to Israel Fund 
Shirley & Martin Engel, in memory of our grandson,  
     Lee Alexander Strebel 
Ann Gold, in loving memory of my beloved husband, Herb Gold 
 
Safety and Security Fund 
CBT “Village” and friends, in memory of Linda Katz 
 
Ritual Activities Fund 
Debra & Stu Allen, in memory of Rochelle Rosen’s mother, Linda Katz 

 

 

In honor of: _______________________________________ 
 

In loving memory of: ________________________________ 
 

Occasion of: ______________________________________ 
 

This donation is being made by: 
 

 Name: __________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _______________________________________ 

 
Please send an acknowledgment to: 

 
Name: ___________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________ 

Amount of your donation:                                                                    

[  ]$18   [  ]$36  [  ]$54  [  ]$72  [  ]$118  Other $_______                                   

Please Allocate Donations to: 

[  ] Arnold Miller Youth Activities  [  ] Shabbat Together Fund 
[  ] Bikur Cholim [  ] Shiva Fund 

[  ] Cantor’s Special Fund * [  ] Shomrei Tikvah 
[  ] L’dor Vador  [  ] Social Action Fund 

[  ] Passport to Israel Fund [  ] Sons of Tikvah 
[  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund *  [  ] Torah Restoration Fund 

[  ] Religious School [  ] Trees for Israel Fund 
[  ] Ritual Fund [  ] Tzedakah / Yahrzeit Fund 

[  ] Safety & Security Fund [  ] General Donation 
[  ] Shabbat Luncheons [  ] Other_____________ 

   

 * Multiple donations can be combined into one check, EXCEPT 
     for the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund and Cantor's Special Fund, 
 both of which require a separate check. 

Donations Continued 

 

Men’s Club Schedule 
 

February 26th - 9:45-11am 
Meeting / breakfast with special guest speaker  

Joshua Safeer discussing the secrets of Cornhole.   
 

Calling all volunteers to assist the Men's Club to repair  
the CBT Eruv, after our meeting, from 11am-12pm. 

 
March 5th  

Men's Club will be assisting with the Purim Palooza event.  
Come by and show your support.  

 
Charity mania baseball raffles will be available for $20 each.  

 
March 12th  

Calling all volunteers to assist the Men's Club 
in completing the Eruv repairs, from 9am-12pm. 
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DIRECTORY OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 

 
TITLE NAME PHONE # E-MAIL ADDRESS  
 

Rabbi Robert Wolkoff 732 297-0696 MyRabbi@bnaitikvah.org 
Cantor Bruce Rockman 732 422-0963 Cantor@bnaitikvah.org 
President Charlie Valan 732 991-2903 CValan@bnaitikvah.org 
VP Administration Marc Rosen 732 371-3848 marcr58187@aol.com 
VP School & Youth  Doug Smoller 732 254-2313 DSmoller@comcast.net 
   Co-VP Andrew Goldberger 732 342-9885 Mkag@comcast.net 
VP Ways & Means Amanda Uniman 908 930-2526 amandabethuniman@gmail.com  

  VP Activities Steven Juro 732 960-1215 SJuro@verizon.net 
 Co-VP Danny Greenberg 732 439-2610 greenbergdan@gmail.com 
VP Membership Melissa Kessler 617 869-1422 Melissa.Dara.Kessler@gmail.com 
 Co-VP Cindy Gittleman 908 313-5940 cindy.gittleman@yahoo.com  
VP Ritual Gordon Heit 732 297-6284 Gordon0217@comcast.net 
Financial Secretary Larry Cohen 732 821-4376 Licdac1@gmail.com 
Treasurer Andrew Ross 732 561-2467 Andrew.D.Ross424@gmail.com 
Asst. Treasurer Barry Nathanson 732 940-2786 barry.nathanson3646@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary Kim Riemann 732 887-0216 kim.riemann99@gmail.com  
Past President Marty Abschutz 732 419-9312 marty.abschutz@verizon.net 
 
TRUSTEES 
 Diana Avena 860-916-7512 diana.schimmel@gmail.com  
 Bobbi Binder 732 690-4779 BobbiJBinder@gmail.com 
 Craig Botnick 732 742-6541 cebotnick@verizon.net  
 Ben Gottesman 732 216-7161 ben.gottesman@gmail.com 
 Scott Kessler 732 789-8202 ScottMKessler@yahoo.com  
 Ruth Anne Koenick 732 407-4699 RAKoenick@gmail.com 
 Kevin Krane 732 857-0570 kevinkrane@gmail.com 
       David Kozodoy 732 967-1416 DKozodoy@me.com 
 Renee Juro 732 960-1215 RSJuro@verizon.net 
 Barry Safeer 732 432-9622                    Safeer@comcast.net 
  Jeff Schwartz 732 297-6365                   JSchwartz@auerpak.com 
 Larry Weber 908 881-6383 Lawrence.Weber7@gmail.com 
Scan to view board photos Gary Wesalo 609 642-8967 GWesalo@gmail.com 
  
REPRESENTATIVES  
Men’s Club Stephen Chernela 908 451-0660 steve.chernela@icloud.com  
Sisterhood Marci Abschutz 732 735-1946 marci.abschutz@gmail.com  
USY Rafi Rockman 732 735-7012 rafisrockman@gmail.com 
 
Administrator Lesley Lewkowicz 732 297-0696  Lesley@bnaitikvah.org 
Religious School Director Cantor Bruce Rockman 732 297-0696 CBTschool@bnaitikvah.org 
Bikur Cholim Jill Stone 609 642-6940 bikur@bnaitikvah.org 
Blood Drive Barbara Bergman 732 246-7285 Bobby@bnaitikvah.org 
Book Club Lynn Biderman 732 297-6691 R.Lynn.Biderman@gmail.com 
Ebay Fundraising Bonnie Kudwitt 732 422-7276 beedirect@aol.com 
Hakol Editor Gary Bergman 732 247-2727 Hakol@bnaitikvah.org 
     Advertising Janet Weiss 732 406-5960 jcweiss@optonline.net 
Historical Committee Bill Greenberg  732 297-6953 Sailor4498@optonline.net 
Cemetery Committee Arthur Cederbaum 732 821-8162 Arthur.Cederbaum@mssm.edu 
House & Grounds Marc Rosen 732 371-3848 marcr58187@aol.com 
Judaica/Gift Shop Felice Ciccione 732-816-3635 LorFox@aol.com 
Junior Congregation Barry Safeer 732 432-9622  Safeer@comcast.net 
Kiddushes, Lunches, & Onegs Main Office 732 297-0696 Lesley@bnaitikvah.org 
Men’s Club  President Brian Berness 732 422-9449 BSBerness@verizon.net 
     Co-President Craig Cohen 732 658-3042 pbgrebe2001@yahoo.com 
Passport to Israel Marc Rosen 732 940-2786 Marcr58187@aol.com 
Religious School Parent’s Cmte.  Cheryl Crick 732 357-2981 CherylCrick13@gmail.com 
     Co-Chairs Sharon Cohen 732 658-3042 Goldberg-Sharon@hotmail.com 
Ritual Committee  Gordon Heit 732 297-6284 gordon0217@comcast.net 
Social Action Laura Waksman 908 210-8379 LauraWaksman@gmail.com 
Supermarket Gift Cards Manager Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net 
Sisterhood President Cheryl Crick 732 357-2981 Sisterhood@bnaitikvah.org 
Softball League Mark Kirsch 609 356-0490 MarkKirsch@comcast.net 
USY/Kadima    Sydney Sookerman 908 210-8379 nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com 
Webmaster Kim Riemann 732 940-4066  webmaster@bnaitikvah.org 
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Hakol Rates Artwork Annually Single  

Full page 8” x 10½”  $675 $120 

½  page 3¾” x 10½” / 8” x 5” $525  $90 

¼ page 3¾” x 5” $400  $65 

Business card 2” x 3½” $300  $50 

 

 
   
 1 – Rabbi’s Lunch & Learn, 12pm 
 2 – Rabbi’s Thursday Q&A, 8pm 
 2 – Pickleball, 8pm 
 4 – JCFS – Junior Congregation  

 Family Services – 10:30am-12pm 
 5 – CBT Purim Palooza, 11AM-3:30pm 
 5 – Purim Pub Crawl, 1:00pm – offsite 
 6 – CBT Purim Celebration & Megilla  
  Reading – approx. 6:00pm 
 7 – Purim Megillah reading –   ~ 8am 
 8 – Rabbi’s Lunch & Learn, 12pm 
 9 – Pickleball, 8pm 
11 – Shabbat Lunch & Learn 
13 – CBT Board Meeting  
15 – Rabbi’s Lunch & Learn, 12pm 
15 – Sisterhood Book Club, 8pm 
16 – Pickleball, 8pm 
17 – Religious School Shabbat 
 
 

 
  
 

19 – Everything You Wanted to know 
    about Passover, but were afraid to  
        ask with Rabbi Wolkoff, 10am 
20 – Sisterhood Board Meeting, 8pm 
21 – Chaverim Group, 12-2pm 
22 – Rabbi’s Lunch & Learn, 12pm 
22 – WAM/Sisterhood Mah Jongg  
    Madness, 8pm 
23 – Pickleball, 8pm 
25 – JCFS – Junior Congregation  
    Family Services – 10:30am-12pm 
25 – Dueling Pianos, 7:30pm 
26 – USY/Men’s Club Interchapter  
    basketball tournament 
29 – Rabbi’s Lunch & Learn, 12pm 
29 – Religious School – IN PERSON 
30 – Pickleball, 8pm 
31 – CBT Shabbat Dinner 
31 – USY/USY Gesher take over  
    Shabbat 
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