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Monday, Nov. 1st Board of Directors

Tuesday, 2nd Fiber Group

Wednesday, 3rd Lunch & Learn

Rabbi Q&A

Thursday, 4th Men’s Club Football Night

Sunday, 7th Chai Program

Men’s Club

Monday, 8th Sisterhood Board

FJMC Board Meeting

Wednesday, 10th Lunch & Learn

USY Board

Friday, 12th School-Wide Shabbat

Saturday, 13th Lunch & Learn

Sunday, 14th Kadima Event

PJ Library

Tuesday, 16th Fiber Group

Wednesday, 17th Lunch & Learn

Rabbi Lecture

Thursday, 18th Executive Committee

USY Friendsgiving Event

Saturday, 20th USY Joins Shabbat

Sunday, 21st Chanukah Program

Interfaith Service

Wednesday, 24th Lunch & Learn

Saturday, 27th Sundaes on Saturday

Sunday, 28th USY Krispy Kreme

Monday, 29th Ritual Committee
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The Natives are Restless

We recently commemorated “Indigenous Peoples’ Day,” the
woke substitute for Columbus Day. While not wanting to
denigrate the courage and daring of Columbus and his men, it
is surely appropriate to show our respect for the indigenous
peoples of the world, whose lives have been disrupted by an
array of “discoverers”, explorers, conquerors and exploiters.

Especially, because we are one of those indigenous peoples.
We are Jews, the “first nation” of Judea.

The UN characterizes indigenous people in this way:

 Self- identification as indigenous peoples at the individual
level and accepted by the community as their member.

 Historical continuity with pre-colonial and/or pre-settler
societies

 Strong link to territories and surrounding natural
resources

 Distinct social, economic or political systems

 Distinct language, culture and beliefs

 Form non-dominant groups of society

 Resolve to maintain and reproduce their ancestral
environments and systems as distinctive peoples and
communities.

Indigenous peoples are the holders of unique languages,
knowledge systems and beliefs, and possess invaluable
knowledge of practices for the sustainable management of
natural resources. They have a special relation to and use of
their traditional land. Their ancestral land has a fundamental
importance for their collective physical and cultural survival
as peoples. Indigenous peoples hold their own diverse
concepts of development, based on their traditional values,
visions, needs and priorities.

So let’s see: Self-identification? Check. Historical continuity?
Check? Strong link to territory? Check. Distinct social
systems? Check. Distinct language, culture and beliefs?
Check, check, check. Resolve to maintain their systems as a
distinctive people? Check. Unique languages, knowledge
systems and beliefs? Check. Sustainable management of
natural resources? Check. Special relation to their traditional
land? Are you kidding? CHECK.

The only thing missing from this picture is that almost all
indigenous peoples “form non-dominant groups of society,”
because they have been conquered. And we had been
distinctly and catastrophically non-dominant for 2000 years.

But because of Zionism, we have liberated the Land and
liberated ourselves. That removed our indignity.
It didn’t remove our indigeneity.

The evidence for our indigenous roots in the Land is
overwhelming. Dozens of names in the Bible confirmed by
archeology; massive architectural achievements like the
Temple Mount, arguably the largest sacred precinct in the
world; religious texts and rituals that reflect intimate
knowledge of the Land, its terrain, weather, and ecology.
And above all, a profound sense of millennial longing and
belonging.

When Israeli writer Shmuel Agnon won the Nobel Prize for
Literature, he included these words in his acceptance speech:
“It is said in the Talmud (Tractate Sanhedrin 23a): In
Jerusalem, the men of discrimination did not sit down to dine
in company until they knew who their companions were to
be»; so I will now tell you who am I, whom you have agreed
to have at your table.

As a result of the historic catastrophe in which Titus of Rome
destroyed Jerusalem and Israel was exiled from its land, I was
born in one of the cities of the Exile. But always I regarded
myself as one who was born in Jerusalem. …
I belong to the Tribe of Levi; my forebears and I are of the
minstrels that were in the Temple, and there is a tradition in
my father’s family that we are of the lineage of the Prophet
Samuel, whose name I bear….

After all my possessions had been burned, God gave me the
wisdom to return to Jerusalem. I returned to Jerusalem, and it
is by virtue of Jerusalem that I have written all that God has
put into my heart and into my pen. …The Dead Sea, which I
used to see every morning at sunrise from the roof of my
house, the Arnon Brook in which I used to bathe, the nights I
used to spend with devout and pious men beside the Wailing
Wall – nights which gave me eyes to see the land of the Holy
One, Blessed be He—the Wall which He gave us, and the city
in which He established His name….

…If I am proud of anything, it is that I have been granted the
privilege of living in the land which God promised our
forefathers to give us, as it is written (Ezekiel 37: 25): “And
they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my
servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell
therein, even they, and their children, and their children’s
children forever.”

That’s what indigenous people sound like. That’s us. Don’t
ever forget it, and don’t ever let anyone take it away from you.
It is your birthright.

From Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff
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Let’s Get Together

Religion in America has become a part of the political fabric of
the country. Social consciousness and action are integral in our
understanding of living an ethical life. Our members and
leadership at B’nai Tikvah identify with participating in mitzvah
projects. social action initiatives, and outreach to disadvantaged
individuals. We ask our government, via our elected officials, to
support our efforts. Yet the divisive nature of the current political
landscape has damaged our spirits.

In my opinion, in general, due to the close relationship of religion
and politics, many people judge each other similarly as lacking
empathy and heart. The pandemic has kept us apart, our alienation
has grown, and people are staying away from synagogues and
churches in uncommonly large numbers. Traditions and habits are
being forgotten and confused.

We need to interact with, engage with, and love each other again,
here in our spiritual home, at B’nai Tikvah. I pray that we can
begin gathering again, for Shabbat dinners, Sundaes on Saturdays,
Torah study, spirited Shabbat services, big events and small ones
too! I pray that once again we will learn about G-d’s wonders,
and ponder and question our traditions side by side, while
embracing the warmth of each others smiles.

Rabbi David Wolpe wrote in his weekly blog, “Judaism is a
tradition of study and ritual, but also of song. “Your laws are
songs for me wherever I may dwell,” says the Psalmist (119:54).
No Sabbath is complete without Shabbat songs; the Torah is
chanted, not merely read, and the tradition of chazzanut, the
melodies of prayer, is ancient. As Rabbi Yehuda HeChasid put it
many centuries ago, “I sing hymns and weave songs because my
soul yearns for You.”

Let’s be careful, but remember that we need each other. We must
find a way to engage.

Time to be Determined: As I alluded to above, most religious
institutions are still practicing a great deal of caution; large
gatherings have yet to become our norm. I am in the process of
planning a Thanksgiving Festival Experience. I will be trying to
convince you and members of our interfaith community to gather
in “THE B’NAI TIKVAH LOT.”

On Sunday afternoon, November 20, we will offer joyous music,
an opportunity to safely gather with friends and community
leaders, some appropriately prepared snacks, and an abundance of
Thanksgiving spirit. I will keep you informed and I would greatly
appreciate your help with this special day.

Worship the Lord with Joy and Gladness, Happiness, Love and
Peace.

Cantor Bruce Rockman

Who would have thought?

Dave Offenberg

It is just over 40 years ago that we formed Congregation B’nai
Tikvah. While our Congregation remains strong, we know that the
demographics of N/S Brunswick have changed and the current
economy continues to be a challenge for us.

As many of you know, the largest line item in our annual budget is
“the mortgage.” While we only have two years left
on the mortgage (hard to believe!), we also recognize that it is
a balloon mortgage. This means that the last few years of payment
are significantly higher than those of the earlier years…and thus
our mortgage burden will grow to be a larger factor in the budget.
There is approximately $345,000 of principal left on the mortgage
that, with help from many of you, we could retire.

We are fortunate that some members have helped us cover these
increases the past few years through a “Burn the Mortgage” pledge.
These generous individuals have helped us keep our mortgage line
item “flat” in the budget. We are now hoping to accelerate the
“burning of the mortgage” by enlisting more people to consider
making a 1-2 year pledge that enables us to retire the mortgage
with little to no burden on the membership. We need your help!

Our goal is to secure pledges/funds with a short campaign that will
complete by Jan 1, 2022. This enables us to accurately identify and
plan for our ongoing budget challenges over the next 24 months as
we recover from Covid (G-d willing).

You can donate to the campaign in several ways:

 Cash

 Appreciated Stock (double savings: no tax due
on growth in value since acquisition plus a
charitable deduction for the taxpayer!)

 IRA required minimum distributions (100% tax
free)

 Donor Advised Funds (ask us: we’ll be happy to
explain)

 Other?

Please help us to secure B’nai Tikvah’s future for all, and for
future generations.

If you have any questions, please contact me or any of the other
committee members.

Burn the Mortgage Committee:
Marty Abshutz, Ruth Anne Koenick, Adrienne Ross, Jeff
Schwartz, and Dave Offenberg, Committee Chair

From the Desk of Cantor Rockman Burn the Mortgage
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Modah Ani -
The Power of Gratitude

Laura Waksman

Our fall holidays have ended, which is always a downer for
me. But somehow it is more so this year. For the second year
in a row, the weather throughout Sukkot was glorious, with
the exception of one night of torrential rain. For that, I was
thankful. I found myself focusing on gratitude during
moments of quiet contemplation in the Sukkah, and while
reciting the blessing on the lulav and etrog. I thank G-d that
my parents, 85 and 92, were able to come from Long Island to
be in our Sukkah, that we were able to replace our somewhat
worn, well used Sukkah, and for the awesomeness of nature. I
observed, monarch butterflies to be specific, through the
windows of our new Sukkah.

Gratitude, which in Hebrew is hakarat hatov, meaning
recognizing the good, is woven throughout our tefilah. The
first words we say upon waking each morning, “ Modeh/
Modah Ani,” (I thank you) mean that we start each day by
being grateful. Part of this spirit of gratitude is that we
recognize that we are not the only force of goodness in our
lives. This attitude of gratitude is essential to health and
happiness. I highly recommend making it a part of your day
and see if you don't find yourself feeling better.

Thank you for your generous donations to the Social Action
Fund, which enable us to continue the mission of caring for
each other and the larger community.

Fida, my contact at Interfaith Rise, told me that the immigrant
families who received the Birthday-Party-in-a-Box Boxes
expressed their deepest gratitude to us. She sent me an
adorable photo of the youngest recipient, a six-year-old boy,
holding his beautifully wrapped large box, filled with two
Lego gift cards, a card, birthday banner, cake mix, pan and
frosting, plates, cups, utensils, tablecloth, and table
decorations. Six other children received boxes.

If you have a suggestion of a different organization for which
we can create Birthday Boxes in the near future, contact me.

Our October coat drive to benefit Elijah's Promise and I Rise
will have ended by the time of this reading. My goal is to
donate 75 coats. Stay tuned for my report.

The B'nai Tikvah Children of Hope Little Pantry is still in the
works. I am grateful to Lauren Jackenthal and Becca Smoller
for their artistic talents they lent to this project.

Providing access to non-perishable food and other essentials to
the community 24/7 will be a huge team effort. So please let
me know that you want to be involved, and we'll be sure to
find a way for you to help that suits you.

Beautification of the Holocaust Memorial Garden and
dedication of two Warsaw Ghetto bricks will likely be a year
long project with lots of brainstorming, and team spirit.
If you are an experienced gardener, or you're happy to take
direction and learn, let's talk.

Lastly, I hope to hold a shul wide Mitzvah Day in the spring,
which will provide opportunities for all to do good inside and
outside of our spiritual home. Be on the lookout for
announcements in the near future.

“V' al zeh ani modeh” ... And for this I am grateful. Cantor
Rockman's beautiful addition to the Friday night Shabbat
service, in which attendees express their gratitude for things
small and large that have happened during the week is not to
be missed. What will you be grateful for this coming
Shabbat?

B'Yachad....together..let's make a ddifference

HAKOL — The Newsletter of
Congregation B’nai Tikvah, JCC of North & South Brunswick 1001 Finnegan’s Lane, No. Brunswick, NJ 08902

Published monthly, except July and August. Submissions are encouraged about events, group activities, and
anything relevant to the Jewish Community. All articles emailed to Hakol@bnaitikvah.org are due by the 15th of the
preceding month and are subject to available space and editorial constraints. We discourage the use of PDF files.
All issues are archived at bnaitikvah.org/hakol and emailed via the CBT Newsletter.

Editors: Gary Bergman, Ann Gold, Arthur Biderman, Janet Weiss, and Sandy Sharon. Advertising: Janet Weiss.

Social Action
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What My Parents Taught Me

Charlie Valan

The drafting of this was inspired by the day I’m actually writing it,
September 11th. As I sit back and watch the many tributes to those
we lost on that day, I can’t help being saddened by a too often
common theme: we need America to be as it was on September 12th,
2001.

Imagine 911 happening today (in your mind only please). What
would that look like? Would we have been the nation that came
together in ways many never thought possible or as the towers were
still smoldering, would more attention be focused on casting blame
within as opposed to what those outside did to us? Hopefully ‘never
again.’ But in reality, the fact it is even being debated is a sad change
in attitude and trust due to misinformation and misinterpretation.
We have become so absorbed in the hate towards one another’s
beliefs that we will harpoon “the other side” whatever way we see fit
to just create conflict.

Many of us should be proud of the home we grew up in and hopefully
our parents, who mentored, guided, provided, and hopefully became
the educators in our interactions with our society. As I reflect back on
my upbringing, I can’t help but recall the household I grew up in and
my Mom and Dad who experienced and witnessed so much, that it
drove their values and empathy for a world that we all sometimes
take for granted. A lot of you reading this had met my Mom, Sherry,
but only a few, if any, ever met my Dad, Harold.

Both were products of poverty. My Dad was born in 1917 during
World War I and grew up in a neighborhood where many went
hungry and struggled to put the pieces of a life together. Laborers,
Hand Craftsmen, Corner Cart sales people, and day jobs filled many
of their homes with opportunity to survive. Mom was born in 1931
during the height of the Great Depression. Her Dad, I joked, was Al
Bundy. He sold shoes. But both my parents understood the struggle
between surrendering to obstacles they faced and figuring it all out.
Getting into their journey here would make this way too long, but I
will conclude this by saying that both of them managed to not only
surmount what they faced and spring-board themselves into the life
of “middle class.”

Along the way, they both had LOTS of help, government, state, and
region. Even back then there were opportunities and programs and
from that, they grew and made it their own. That they did. I am so
thankful they made me understand and appreciate everything it took
for them to make their children’s life better. It was the beginning of
the education of ‘What My Parents Taught Me.’ You’re not always
going to come from strength, but need to recognize the struggle.
“Just because you didn’t have an uphill climb, you need to appreciate
others’ challenges because those challenges were ours!!!”

So let’s proceed and talk about that. See, my Dad was very involved
in the sport of boxing as well as overseeing a linen supply business.
In both professions, he met MANY diverse individuals. While
Martin Luther King, Jr. gets the well deserved credit for saying,
“Judge not by the color of one’s skin, but the content of one’s
character,” my Dad never strayed away from that way of living.
No matter who wronged or who righted him, he always judged
people from the inside out, not from the outside in.

My Mom was surrounded in a Bronx neighborhood by a
tremendous amount of diversity and she as well said, “You
don’t judge a book by its cover, but by the content of the
read.” And thus, this is how the world looked to me and my
sister growing up.

We saw many ‘different people’, but we just weren’t
enthralled in prejudice by sight or status. Kindness is a
reflection of attitude and interaction first and foremost.
Anyone can wrong you. You need to know the people first by
their interactions.

This is where I feel we have stumbled as a society. It is not in
the interaction of our presence, but in our ability to not
appreciate the “real struggles” of the past in any of the lives of
those responsible for our being here. I look at many now
expressing what they express and I’ve known these folks
much of my life. They grew up with me, but never lived
through a depression, a war where the country shut down so
production could be focused on the war effort, or even the
poverty of an economy in ruins that needed to be rebuilt from
ruins.

The fault moving ahead as a nation as I see it is ignoring the
past lessons we should have learned from our parents and
grandparents, who learned those things from their parents and
grandparents. If we judge from our hate rather than our
empathy and heart, we look at the worse, and not how to make
it better. If we analyze by pointing to people not getting
benefits and say they’re not getting what they need because
you need to hate “those people,” you create a victim to your
challenge and blame as opposed to helping them.

What did my parents teach me? Well, they taught me to listen
to the plight of others and if you can’t sit down with them and
understand, you’re in no position to negatively judge them or
make them victims. They also said you can’t blame others for
your “have-nots.” I am very thankful for my parents’
explaining their past, present when we were there, and
understanding we don’t have to be the same. E’Pluribus
Unum means “Out of many, one.” This is what my parents
taught me. When will we all remember that so we can run
with dignity as a society, rather than exploit displeasure, by
either following bad leaders or being one ourselves?

I have much faith and will till I can’t voice it any further.
Hope many will join me, and thank you, Mom and Dad, for
“what you taught me.”

Due to the editor’s fault, this column was missing
from last month’s issue. Kindly accept our apologies.
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Bat Mitzvah

Ella Weber
Daughter of

Aimee & Larry Weber
November 6th

Bat Mitzvah

Sophia Demarest
Daughter of

Sharon & Bob Demarest
November 20th

It’s That Time of Year

Janice Baer

It's difficult to believe that it is already time to plan
and organize our 2021 Needy Family Program. This
will be our 20th year helping families in need with
clothing, household items and basic necessities.
Last year during the height of the pandemic, we
had record breaking participation as well as funds
collected. We were able to help 18 families!

As we are still in a pandemic, we have given much
thought as to how to proceed this year. We have
decided that we will run a hybrid program. For those
of you who are comfortable in shopping, you can do
so; for those who are not comfortable, financial
donations will be greatly appreciated and used to
purchase gift cards or needed items.

To participate, please email me, Janice Baer at
jbbd11@verizon.net, and let me know in which of
the following capacities:

Please go to http://www.Bnaitikvah.org and click on
“Connect” then click on Needy Family. A donation
page has been specifically set up for this program.

 Monetary donation- Go to Bnaitikvah.org and
click on “Connect,” Then click on Needy
Family. A donation page has been specifically
set up for this program OR

 send a check made out to B'nai Tikvah-indicate
Needy Family Program in memo.

 Sponsoring a family

 Sponsoring an adult and child

 Sponsoring one person

 Purchasing one or more gifts for a family

We know this has been a difficult year for all.
Any form of participation would be greatly
appreciated.

Help a Needy Family Program



Page 7 HAKOL www. bnaitikvah.org November 2021 26 Cheshvan - 26 Kislev Volume 44 Issue 3

Sydney Sookerman

Our 2021-2022 USY Seniors are Bashe Rockman,
Rebecca Smoller, and Sarah Wilk. They have been the
glue that has held this chapter together for the past three
years. Their enthusiasm, motivation, and leadership have
exceeded all expectations. As their Youth Advisor, I
want to thank them for that, the events that they have
helped create, the new member outreach, and the
multiple regional and national awards won by the
chapter. All the good things done so far by North/South
Brunswick USY would have not been possible without
these lovely young women. They love USY to its core,
have stayed motivated through a pandemic, and continue
to see the light in this upcoming year. Not only have I
watched these girls grow up over the years, they truly
have impressed me with so many things, each of them
bringing something different to the table. They have not
only had a positive impact on this chapter because they
are so heavily involved in USY in all aspects, but they
have also developed themselves as teenagers, and will
very soon thrive as young Jewish adults, wherever they
may spread their wings post High School.

We laugh. We chat. We have fun. We love our chapter
members. We love B'nai Tikvah and I think, over the
past three years, we all learned in our own way to love
ourselves. I look forward to continuing this in the
upcoming year.

I am so happy to announce and give a huge MAZEL
TOV to our Youth of the Year Bashe Rockman!!!

Bashe Rockman- From growing up at
CBT, singing at Shabbat services, leading
Torah for Tots, being involved in Kadima
and USY, continuing to be on the
NSBUSY board all 4 years in high
school, she has truly done it all! Her love
for prayer, ruach, and Congregation B'nai
Tikvah, her second home, alongside her brother Rafi,
always tie into our USY chapter, creating a space for
Jewish teens to learn more. Bashe has been the Israel
Awareness VP three times for our chapter and now is

our North/South Brunswick's USY President for 2021-
2022. Bashe is insightful. Her wealth of knowledge on
all things related to Judaism, Israel, current events, and
more contribute so much to our USY experience. Her
perception and communication always come across as
relatable and understandable, she sparks conversations
and always leads our group in the right direction,
whether that is with an event, a meeting, a dilemma, or
communication. Congratulations Bashe!

Rebecca Smoller- Becca has been
North/South Brunswick's USY
Communications VP twice and is now
the Hagalil Regional Communications
Vice President! Becca is truly
innovative. She has done a fantastic job
with our chapter's communication
through social media and eye-catching flyers. Her
content is always professional and creative and she has
worked with Sarah Wilk and Liam Rosen in the role of
increasing Membership and attendees for events. Becca
is always one step ahead and keeps me on my toes with
her vision for content, communication, and organization.
She is always a helping hand no matter what the
occasion and a huge help in every aspect of an event.

Sarah Wilk- Sarah has been the
Freshman Representative, Membership
Programming VP twice and is now
taking on a brand new role her senior
year, Israel Awareness VP for NSBUSY.
Sarah can be best described as devoted.
Whatever event she plans alongside her
counterparts and former co-VP or her
brainstorming for increasing membership, she is 110%
devoted to every part of our chapter. It is something I
always look forward to and balances out our chapter
when we are out of certain ideas. This is because it
always sparks something! Sarah has so much
enthusiasm, positive energy, and empathy for others,
which makes a valuable impact on our chapter.

North/South Brunswick USY Senior Spotlight
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Marc Rosen, President

Man of the Year/Youth of the Year

The annual Men’s Club Man of the Year/Youth of the Year awards ceremony will be returning to CBT again this year.
We are proud to announce our winners for this year are:

Man of the Year Youth of the Year

Brian Berness Bashe Rockman

Congratulations to both of you! We are proud to have you representing us on December 12, 2021 at 7:00pm

Raze the Roof 2021

What a beautiful day it was to tear down the CBT sukkah. I thank everyone who came out to help.

Upcoming Events

November 4, 8pm - Football Night: Jets vs Colts
November 8, 8pm - Northern NJ Region (NNJR) Board Meeting & Dinner
December 4 - Latkes & Vodkas (time TBD)
December 12, 7pm - NNJR Man and Youth of the Year Awards
January 6, 9pm - World Wide Wrap
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Please visit http://bnaitikvah.org/sismember to
discover the joy of getting involved in our circle.
Sisterhood would love to welcome you.
Contact: Jessica Zink - JessicaZink@optonline.net

Mitzvah Baskets
Let us decorate the bima with nonperishable food
baskets. We also deliver baskets for use at other
synagogues. Tell your local friends about this service.
Contact: Teresa Samtur msamtur@comcast.net or
732-821-8163

Mazel Tosses
Enhance the simcha of your child's special day by having
Sisterhood provide these bags of soft candy which will
sweeten the day. These bags are also great for an aufruf.
Visit the CBT website to order your Mitzvah Baskets and
Mazel Tosses at least one month before your mitzvah.
Contact: Marci Abschutz, 732-735-1946.

Torah Fund
The new pins are available with a $180 pledge. We
would love to welcome you as a Torah Fund
benefactor, helping the Women’s League for
Conservative Judaism to support the Jewish Theological
Seminary, its teachers, Cantors, and Rabbis.

Contact: Teresa Samtur msamtur@comcast.net or
732-821-8163

Gift Shop
We are open during Religious School hours on
Sundays and by appointment. Also
online at https://bnaitikvah.org/shop
New items are added weekly.
Contact: Felice Ciccione 732-816-3635

Scan here to shop online

Lori Sookerman Shelly Wistreich



Page 10 HAKOL www. bnaitikvah.org November 2021 26 Cheshvan - 26 Kislev Volume 44 Issue 3

Join Sisterhood and see what we're all about… We need your support!

Sisterhood: the feeling of kinship with and closeness to a group of women.

We are looking forward to having everyone join us this year and to seeing everyone’s faces!
We welcome your ideas, participation and enthusiasm! We hope everyone has been safe

and healthy during these times!

Our Paid up Membership Event will be held Sunday, October 31st from 10 am-12 pm

Upcoming events will be announced and shared!

Simply fill out the form below and mail it to Elisa Berness, our Financial Secretary, at the
address provided below.

We are offering different membership levels. Please choose:

• $40 Leah Level - open only to our Senior Synagogue members : ___
• $45 Rachel Level - Open only to Synagogue members: ___
• $54 Rebecca Level - Open to all(including non-synagogue members) : ___
 $72 Sarah Level - Open to all: ___

Questions? Call Jessica Zink 732-715-4765 or email jessicazink@optonline.net

Please detach and return with payment (please write clearly):

Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: _______ Zip: _____________
Phone: ____________________ Email: __________________________
CBT Member: Yes___ No ___

Include a check for $ _________, payable to: Congregation B’nai Tikvah Sisterhood

Volunteer Opportunities (check all in which you are interested):

__ Serving on the Board __ Organizing a Program __ Shopping for Snacks
__ Packing Purim Baskets __ Calling Members __ Setting up for a Program
__ Clean-up after program __ Shopping for Purim __ Other (please specify):

Please mail to: Elisa Berness, 12 Donald Avenue, Kendall Park, NJ 08824
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Our “Come Back to Tikvah” campaign is in
full swing and the activities are flowing! We
have been working hard to bring all kinds of
programs and events to CBT that will engage,
entertain and excite you.

Whether it’s in the shul, out in the parking lot,
on the back patio, or even virtual, there’s
something for everyone!

After being cooped up in our pods for a long
time, we’re excited to get everyone out to
participate in a wide variety of programming
to bring everyone together to enjoy each
other’s company.

Our busy year so far has included:

 Kick-off and follow up “Come Back to
Tikvah” shmoozefests in the parking lot

 Movie nights on our back patio

 “All you ever wanted to know…” Jewish
Holiday Q&A sessions with Rabbi Wolkoff

 Poker nights

 Fiber Arts Group meetings

 Biking and hiking outings

Coming up that you don’t want to miss?

Saturday, November 20th: True Colors (virtual) –
Humorous, revealing and inspiring stories from
Jews of Color; a performance by The Braid

Thursday, December 9th: A Virtual Book Chat
with Abigail Pogrebin, author of the popular book,
“My Jewish Year!”

What’s in the works?

January 2022:
A (virtual) event with famed actress, Lainie
Kazan (you know her from My Big Fat Greek
Wedding!)

February 2022:
The return of a CBT favorite:
Dueling Pianos!

And planning has begun for our CBT Heroes
Gala…it’s NEVER too late to celebrate!

Make sure to read your emails and check the
website for upcoming events. Find the things you
like and join in!

If there’s something else you’d like to see, contact
WAM and we’ll help you get it started.

Andrew Goldberger and Renee & Steve Juro
WAM@BnaiTikvah.org

What’s Going on with WAM?
(Ways & Means, Activities and Membership)

Linda J. Fellen, Esq.

FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC
Attorneys at Law

21 Kilmer Drive
Building 2, Suite G
Morganville, NJ 07751
732-431-0473 linda@fellenlaw.com
732-780-3533 (fax) http://fellenandfellen.com

Monuments - Duplicate Markers - Cemetery Lettering

5% discount for B’nai Tikvah Members
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ORDER YOUR 2022 MAH JONGG
LEAGUE CARDS TODAY

AND HELP SUPPORT SISTERHOOD!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Order your Mah Jongg League cards now for you and your friends
and be ready to play with your new 2022 cards by April. Orders will
only be accepted by Sisterhood until Friday, January 7, 2022. Help
Sisterhood have another successful Mah Jongg year of orders.
Checks should be made payable to B’nai Tikvah Sisterhood and
MUST be sent to:

Lisa Seidman
397 Halsey Road
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

STANDARD CARD: # of cards _____ X $8.00 = $________

LARGE PRINT CARD:# of cards _____ X $9.00 = $________

TOTAL AMOUNT $________

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________

Phone #: (_____)________________________________
E-Mail: ______________________________________

(Please Provide Complete Info Requested Above)
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We got YOU to look at
this ad, now let US get
customers finding YOU.

Lesley Lewkowicz: 732-297-0696

bnaitikvah.org/hakol-submissions

5781:

Lisa & Jeff Tannenbaum
Janet Levy
Jill Aroeste
Diana & Rocco Avena, and daughter Vivian
Sheila & Michael Feuer - Associate Members

(Florida)

5782:

Sarah Levy and Lori Masuda-Levy
Lynn Milet
Ginny Wolkoff
Mindy Petroni

Recognizing our Newest Members
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Rekant Family, in loving memory of Rebecca Slotoroff
Judith & Henry Klein
Isaac Grodzinski, in loving memory of Shmuel Grodzinski
Norman & Dotty Politziner, on the passing of Iris Manning
Mindy & Marty Angstreich, in loving memory of

Stephen Coopersmith, on the occasion of his yahrzeit
Shelly & Steve Talmud, in loving memory of Miriam Talmud
Shelly & Steve Talmud, in loving memory of David Talmud
Shelly & Ken Wistreich, in honor of the heart-warming funeral

service for Shelly’s mother, Rita Streicher
Mindy & Marty Angstreich, in loving memory of Diane

Coopersmith, on the occasion of her yahrzeit

Cantor’s Special Fund
Cindy & David Teicher, in loving memory of Irving Teicher
Herb Mars, in honor of Bashe’s singing of Shove Nafshi

during Hallel
Adriana & Daniel Reininger, in loving memory of Hugo Reininger
Mindy & Marty Angstreich, in loving memory of Stephen

Coopersmith, on the occasion of his yahrzeit
Elaine Brackup, in loving memory of Isidore Rubin
Ellie & Bill Greenberg, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s

mother, Rita Streicher
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in honor of the marriage of Dot & Larry

Cohen’s daughter, Margot, to Gary Noyes
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in honor of Toby & Gary Ehrlich’s new

home – Mazel Tov!
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s

dear mother, Rita Streicher
Shelly & Ken Wistreich, in honor of the heart-warming funeral

service for Shelly’s mother, Rita Streicher
Mindy & Marty Angstreich, in loving memory of Diane

Coopersmith, on the occasion of her yahrzeit

Bikur Cholim
Shirley & Marty Engel, in loving memory of Esther Ginsburg
Helene & Gary Tinkel, in loving memory of Harold Reimer

Yahrzeit and Tzedakah Fund
Michele & David Greenfield, in loving memory of

Robert Greenfield
Beverly Heller, in loving memory of Jack Aronowitz
Beverly Heller, in loving memory of Harold Heller
Beverly Heller, in loving memory of Larry Arens
Beverly Heller, in loving memory of Arnold Arens
Beverly Heller, in loving memory of Walter Rosenstock
Betty & Marvin Stark, in loving memory of L. David Stark
Arlene Bacher, in loving memory of Joel Forster
Toby & Gary Ehrlich, in loving memory of Ruth Ehrlich
Fern, Allen, and Marc Katronetsky, and Ilana and Yonaton Yares

and family, in loving memory of Norma Katronetsky
Fern, Allen, and Marc Katronetsky, and Ilana and Yonaton Yares

and family, in loving memory of Roslyn Katronetsky
Fern, Allen, and Marc Katronetsky, and Ilana and Yonaton Yares

and family, in loving memory of Irving Katronetsky
Fern & Allen Katronetsky, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s

mother, Rita Streicher
Caryl & Dave Distel, in loving memory of Steven M. Distel
Phyllis Rich, in loving memory of Sadie Bernstein
Judith Kleinman, in loving memory of Seymour Kulick

Irina Irgon, in loving memory of Joseph Irgon
Irina Irgon, in loving memory of Ann Irgo
Rena & Barry Lepinsky, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s

mother, Rita Streicher
Phyllis AlRoy, in loving memory of Eileen AlRoy
Marcie & Steve Kfare, in loving memory of Marilyn Kfare
Marcie & Steve Kfare, in loving memory of Jack Tarr
Beverly & Wade Lebowitz, in loving memory of Irene Lebowitz
Shari & Jon Tell, in loving memory of Philip Presworsky
Janice & Barry Kipnis, in loving memory of Norman Bork

Shabbat Luncheon Fund
Louanne & John Wolf, in honor of the engagement of

Marcia & Gary Wesalo’s daughter, Beth to Michael Golner
Nancy & Elliott Danto, in loving memory of Nathan and Geri Cohen
Nancy & Elliott Danto, in loving memory of Ennes and Doris Danto
Ruth Anne Koenick, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s

mother, Rita Streicher

Torah Restoration Fund
Svetlana Veksler, in loving memory of Yelen Voron

Social Action Fund
Nancy Asher-Shultz & David Shultz, in honor of the

Social Action Committee
Rose & Jeffrey Berger, in loving memory of Leon Berger
Cindy & Neal Gittleman, in honor of the marriage of

Janice & Art Baer’s son, Josh, to Felicia
Toby & Gary Ehrlich, in honor of Maxine Kasdin’s new grandson,

Marlowe Asher Scofield
Shelly & Steve Talmud, in loving memory of Phyllis Safeer’s father,

Eugene Wang
Lisa & Jeff Tannenbaum, in honor of the wedding of Janice & Art

Baer’s son, Joshua, to Felicia
Janice & Arthur Baer, in loving memory of Alvin Baer
Janice & Arthur Baer, in loving memory of Beatrice Baer

Shiva Fund
Herb Mars and Family, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s

mother, Rita Streicher

General Fund
Linda Fellen & Ben Gottesman, in loving memory of Shelly

Wistreich’s mother, Rita Streicher
Blanche Fruhling, in honor of her love for CBT
Cindy & Neal Gittleman, in loving memory of Michael Solomon
Gary Horowitz, in loving memory of Murray Horowitz

Safety and Security Fund
Janet Weiss, in honor of the engagement of Linda Fellen and

Ben Gottesman’s son, Evan, to Gabrielle Kleyner

Ritual Activities Fund
Natasha Rosenbaum, in loving memory of her husband,

Howard Rosenbaum
Natasha Rosenbaum, in loving memory of her mother,

Doris Monash, Devorah bat Nachum Faiga

Trees for Israel Fund
Patricia Rosen, in honor of the CBT office staff
The Sharon Family, in memory of Avraham Sharon-Schwadron

Donations: September 15 - October 14, 2021
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Arnie Miller Youth Activity Fund
Elisa & Brian Berness and family, in loving memory of their

beloved father and grandfather, Arnie Miller
Vicki & Ray Cohen, in loving memory of Arnie Miller
Susan Miller, in loving memory of her beloved husband,

Arnie Miller
Susan Miller, in loving memory of Gittel Miller
Susan Miller, in loving memory of Shelly Wistreich’s beloved

mother, Rita Streicher
Phyllis & Allen Pinsky, in honor of Susan Miller moving to her

new home – Best Wishes and Mazel Tov!
Shelly & Ken Wistreich, in honor of all the help the CBT office

staff provided in the loss of our mother, Rita Streicher

Mark Kasdin Memorial Fund
Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg, in honor of the birth of

Maxine Kasdin’s grandson, Marlowe Asher Scofield
Fern & Allan Katronetsky, in honor of the birth of

Maxine Kasdin’s grandson, Marlowe Asher Scofield
Maxine Kasdin, in honor of the Bar-Mitzvah of Ryan Austein
Maxine Kasdin, in honor of the marriage of Janice & Art Baer’s son,

Josh, to Felicia
Maxine Kasdin, in honor of Dot & Larry Cohen’s daughter,

Margot’s, wedding
Lisa & Jeff Tannenbaum, in honor of the birth of

Maxine Kasdin’s grandson, Marlowe
Maxine Kasdin, in loving memory of Ann Kernis

Shomrei Tikvah Fund
Mark & Brenda Sherman, in honor of the wedding of Larry & Dot

Cohen’s daughter, Margot
Mark & Brenda Sherman, on the passing of Shelly Wistreich’s

mother, Rita Streicher
Mark & Brenda Sherman, in honor of the wedding of

Arthur & Janice Baer’s son
Adrienne & Andy Ross, in loving memory of Mollie Margolese
Adrienne & Andy Ross, in loving memory of Phyllis Spigelman
Adrienne & Andy Ross, in honor of the marriage of

Susan & Darryl Gurney’s daughter, Rachel, to Josh
Adrienne & Andy Ross, in honor of the marriage of

Dot & Larry Cohen’s daughter, Margot
Adrienne & Andy Ross, in honor of the marriage of

Janice & Art Baer’s son Josh, to Felicia
Adrienne & Andy Ross, on the loss of Shelly Wistreich’s mother,

Rita Streicher
Arlene & Arthur Cederbaum, in loving memory of Lilly Cederbaum
Bobbi & Marc Binder, on the occasion of the yahrzeit of

Elaine Cohn

Junior Congregation Fund
Janet Weiss, in honor of the birth of Phyllis & Barry Safeer’s

grandson

Allen Karp Memorial Fund
Ilene Karp and Family, in loving memory of Pauline Karp, beloved

mother and grandmother
Phyllis & Ira Schloss, in loving memory of Martha Schloss

While the committee is unable to fulfill its primary mission to
visit those who are hospitalized or otherwise ill or recovering at
home, we are helping others by doing various errands, such as
picking up prescriptions, doing light shopping, and providing
transportation to doctor visits. We are also proving Shabbos
meals for congregants who are having some difficulty
providing for themselves or their families.

Drivers Wanted Dead or Alive

Live ones are preferred to assist our members who need a ride
to attend services. Please send email to Bikur@bnaitikvah.org
or call Lesley at the synagogue office: 732-297-0696

Donations: Continued From The Bikur Cholim Committee

Solution to last month’s “No Left Turn” puzzle.

http://logicmazes.com
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In honor of: _______________________________________

In memory of: _____________________________________

Occasion of: ______________________________________

This donation is being made by:

Name: __________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

Amount of your donation:

[ ]$18 [ ]$36 [ ]$54 [ ]$72 [ ]$118 Other $_______

Please Allocate Donations to:

[ ] Allen Karp Memorial Fund [ ] Safety & Security Fund
[ ] Arnold Miller Youth Activities [ ] Shabbat Luncheons
[ ] Bikur Cholim [ ] Shabbat Together Fund
[ ] Cantor’s Special Fund * [ ] Shiva Fund
[ ] Capital Improvements [ ] Shomrei Tikvah
[ ] L’dor Vador [ ] Social Action Fund
[ ] Mark Kasdin Memorial Fund [ ] Sons of Tikvah
[ ] Passport to Israel Fund [ ] Torah Restoration Fund
[ ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund * [ ] Trees for Israel Fund
[ ] Religious School [ ] Tzedakah / Yahrzeit Fund
[ ] Ritual Fund [ ] General Donation

[ ] Other_____________

* Please send separate checks for these funds.
You can make your contributions online by
Clicking the “Giving” link at bnaitikvah.org

“Thank You” to Margie Atwater,
Bill Greenberg, Joyce Fishelberg,
Gilda Gildenberg, Jay Scheuer,
Ruth Appel, and Risa Stolly for
making birthday calls.

Thanks to Phyllis Pinsky for doing the beautiful
calligraphy on the B’nai Mitzvah and Baby Naming
certificates.

Contributions Legacy Circle of Givers

Marty & Marci Abschutz
Julie Seusserman & Arie Behar
Barbara & Gary Bergman
Bobbi & Marc Binder
Sharon & Craig Cohen
Gale & Marc Dillman
Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg
Sam Fisher
Arlene & Mitchell Frumkin
Ann M. Gold
Caryl & Danny Greenberg
Renee & Steve Juro
RuthAnne Koenick
Jacqueline Master
Michele & Irwin Millinger
Shiva & Dan Nili
Debra & Scott Rekant
Rochelle & Marc Rosen
Adrienne & Andy Ross
Rachel Ruchlin
Phyllis & Barry Safeer
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz
Brenda & Mark Sherman
Janet Cooper Weiss
Lynne WeissMarshall
Marcia & Gary Wesalo
LouAnne & John Wolf
Ruth-Ann Breitler & Rabbi Robert L.
Wolkoff
Tammy & Keith Zimmerman

Plus other friends who wish to remain anonymous
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DIRECTORY OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

TITLE NAME PHONE # E-MAIL ADDRESS

Rabbi Robert Wolkoff 732 297-0696 MyRabbi@bnaitikvah.org
Cantor Bruce Rockman 732 422-0963 Cantor@bnaitikvah.org
President Marty Abschutz 732 419-9312 President@bnaitikvah.org
VP Administration Charlie Valan 732 991-2903 CValan@bnaitikvah.org
VP School & Youth Doug Smoller 732 254-2313 DSmoller@comcast.net

Co-VP Melissa Kessler 617 869-1422 Melissa.Dara.Kessler@gmail.com
VP Ways & Means Andrew Goldberger 732 342-9885 Mkag@comcast.net
VP Activities Steven Juro 732 960-1215 SJuro@verizon.net
VP Membership Renee Juro 732 960-1215 RSJuro@verizon.net
VP Ritual Gordon Heit 732 297-6284 Gordon0217@comcast.net
Financial Secretary Larry Cohen 732 821-4376 Licdac1@gmail.com
Treasurer Andrew Ross 732 561-2467 Andrew.D.Ross424@gmail.com
Asst. Treasurer Marc Rosen 732 940-2786 Marcr58187@aol.com
Recording Secretary Nancy Asher-Shultz 732 297-1932 NanAsher@hotmail.com
Past President Adrienne Ross 732 561-2467 Adrienne.D.Ross@gmail.com

TRUSTEES
Bobbi Binder 732 690-4779 BobbiJBinder@gmail.com
Scott Kessler 732 789-8202 ScottMKessler@yahoo.com
Ruth Anne Koenick 732 407-4699 RAKoenick@gmail.com
David Kozodoy 732 967-1416 DKozodoy@me.com
Bruce London 732 823-1758 Bruce.H.London@gmail.com
David Offenberg 732 616-5045 Dave.Offenberg@gmail.com
Joe Plotnick 732 979-9116 Joepdnb@aol.com
Kim Riemann 732 940-4066 Kim.Riemann99@gmail.com
Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net
Jeff Schwartz 732 297-6365 JSchwartz@auerpak.com
Larry Weber 908 881-6383 Lawrence.Weber7@gmail.com

Scan to view board photos Gary Wesalo 609 642-8967 GWesalo@aol.com

REPRESENTATIVES
Men’s Club Brian Berness 732 422-9449 BSBerness@verizon.net
Sisterhood Cheryl Crick 732 357-2981 CherylCrick13@gmail.com
USY Bashe Rockman 732 427-1060 Bashe.Rockman@gmail.com

Administrator Lesley Lewkowicz 732 297-0696 Lesley@bnaitikvah.org
Religious School Director Cantor Bruce Rockman 732 297-0696 CBTschool@bnaitikvah.org
Bikur Cholim Jill Stone 609 642-6940 bikur@bnaitikvah.org
Blood Drive Barbara Bergman 732 246-7285 Bobby@bnaitikvah.org
Book Club Lynn Biderman 732 297-6691 R.Lynn.Biderman@gmail.com
Ebay Fundraising Bonnie Kudwitt 732 422-7276 beedirect@aol.com
Hakol Editor Gary Bergman 732 246-7285 Hakol@bnaitikvah.org

Advertising Janet Weiss 732 406-5960 jcweiss@optonline.net
Historical Committee Bill Greenberg 732 297-6953 Sailor4498@optonline.net
Cemetery Committee Arthur Cederbaum 732 821-8162 Arthur.Cederbaum@mssm.edu
House & Grounds Charlie Valan 732 991-2903 CValan@bnaitikvah.org
Judaica/Gift Shop Felice Ciccione 732-816-3635 LorFox@aol.com
Junior Congregation Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net
Kiddushes, Lunches, & Onegs Main Office 732 297-0696 Lesley@bnaitikvah.org
Men’s Club Marc Rosen 732 940-2786 Marcr58187@aol.com
Passport to Israel Marc Rosen 732 940-2786 Marcr58187@aol.com
Religious School Committee Suzanne Oliver 732 305-7040 pooters608@aol.com

Co-Chairs Sharon Cohen 732 658-3042 Goldberg-Sharon@hotmail.com
Ritual Committee Gordon Heit 732 297-6284 gordon0217@comcast.net
Social Action Laura Waksman 908 812-2274 LauraWaksman@gmail.com
Supermarket Gift Cards Manager Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net
Sisterhood Lori Sookerman 732 274-9599 lorisookerman@comcast.net

Co-President Rochelle Wistreich 732 422-4273 wis437@optonline.net
Softball League Mark Kirsch 609 356-0490 MarkKirsch@comcast.net
USY/Kadima Sydney Sookerman 908 210-8379 nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com
Webmaster Kim Riemann 732 940-4066 webmaster@bnaitivah.org

} WAM
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