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Our Mission: To foster a vibrant egalitarian Jewish community founded in the religious customs
and traditions of Conservative Judaism; offering excellent Jewish education and community

activities for all ages with commitment to Israel and Jewish communities throughout the world.
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Monday, 1st Board of Directors

Tuesday, 2nd Rabbi Q&A

Wednesday, 3rd Lunch with Rabbi

Thursday, 4th USY Board

Saturday, 6th Junior Congregation

Sunday, 7th World Wide Wrap

Monday, 8th Sisterhood Board

Tuesday, 9th Rabbi Lecture

Wednesday, 10th Lunch with Rabbi

Sunday, 14th Sisterhood

KADIMA Hagalil

Monday, 15th Office Closed

Tuesday, 16th Rabbi Q&A

Wednesday, 17th Lunch with Rabbi

Thursday, 18th Executive Committee

Saturday, 20th Junior Congregation

Monday, 22nd Ritual Committee

Tuesday, 23rd Rabbi Lecture

Wednesday, 24th Lunch with Rabbi

Thursday, 25th Zoom Megillah Reading

Friday, 26th Purim

Sunday, 28th Virtual Purim Carnival
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It Happened Here

A narcissistic, paranoid, mendacious, and
manipulative leader has surrounded himself with
sycophants and incompetents. They offer nothing
constructive, and are only capable of making
situations worse, rather than better. They stand by, or
applaud, when their leader embarks on disastrous
policies, betrays allies, exhibits unparalleled cruelty,
indulges megalomaniacal fantasies, lies endlessly,
and recklessly bursts through one conventional
boundary after another.

Finally, though, their leader’s destructive choices
become so obvious that even they, with timidity and
trepidation, express their frustration and fears. Faced
with ever mounting deaths, financial ruin, a total
breakdown of the social order, and a desecration of
all that they held holy, they ask their leader, in
bewilderment over his obliviousness, “Do you still
not know Egypt is lost?” “Still,” in spite of all the
evidence that should be obvious at this point. “You
still don’t get it? We are lost. You lost.”

And no, he does not get it. He continues down a path
where boundary after boundary continues to be
broken until, in the end, every single household in
his country is touched by death.

“Do you still not know Egypt is lost?” This line from
the Book of Exodus is among the most tragic in all
of world literature. And now, we are living in that
tragedy. In recent days, a plague descended on the
hallowed center of our democracy, a plague of
darkness. Blood was shed. Sacred objects were
defiled. Horrible images have been seared into our
minds with the same endlessly corrosive power as
the motorcade in Dallas, the napalmed girl in
Vietnam, or the kneeling protester at Kent State,
asking, “Why?”

Police, some with guns drawn, tried to prevent a mob
from invading the halls of Congress. A mob that
was put there by the President of the United States.

“Do you still not know Egypt is lost?”

Some knew. Some recognized that they had been
defending, or using, the same lies and fantasies that
had energized the mobs from which they had been
forced to flee, and said, literally, “Enough is
enough.” Lofty rhetoric filled the air. Instead of the
disgusting reality of people wearing “Camp
Auschwitz” t-shirts, we were hearing about “The
shining city on the hill.” “The greatest democracy on
earth,” “Upholding the Constitution,” and even
“Shoveling snow off your neighbor’s driveway.”
(Senator Ben Sasse. Seriously.). And we were
reminded of American exceptionalism, how we can
do anything as long as we work together since we are
the United States of America, and the conceit that
“We are better than this.”

No. We aren’t better than this. We are this. Know it.
Recognize it. Accept it. Embrace it. And know: we
won’t be better than this until we recognize who and
what we are. We are the people who excused the
inexcusable for four very long years; who tolerated
endless boldfaced lies; who tolerated endless flirting
with violent and racist behavior; who tolerated the
denigration of science, professionalism, good
governance, and character; who tolerated the deaths
of our fellow Americans (by Jan. 20, as many as died
in WW II) while refusing, like our President, to
tolerate masks and social distancing because they
were “an assault on our freedom,” and who indulged
in an irresponsible “what-about-ism,” deflecting any
criticism of the President’s actions with something
(irrelevant) that Hillary, or Obama, or Bill Clinton,
or Hunter Biden, or Mark Zuckerberg, or anybody
handy did or was rumored to have done. We
indulged in a completely unjustified denigration of
(admittedly imperfect) media as “fake news,”
thereby furthering the dangerous delusion that truth
is synonymous with “information I like.” And above
all, we indulged in the fantasy that in spite of all
these societally destructive forces, forces that we
actively unleashed or passively tolerated, “it can’t
happen here.”

It happened here.

From Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff
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Ya Gotta Laugh

Purim is a community holiday of joyful celebration. The
centerpiece of the communal celebration is the reading
of the Scroll of Esther, the Megillah, in the synagogue.
This is a raucous affair, with whoops, hollers, and noise
being made every time that Haman’s name is mentioned,
so no one can hear the name of this horrible evildoer.
Another tradition is the Purim shpiel, the Purim play,
during which fun is poked at community leaders and
members. Purim has often been called the Jewish
carnival, and dressing in costume and taking part in a
Purim carnival heighten the levity of the day, on which
one is encouraged to engage in activities that at other
times of the year would be somewhat more restricted in
scope, such as drinking. From My Jewish Learning

So, with everything that is going on now, is it in bad
taste to have a joyful celebration on Purim? Are we so
beaten down by the pandemic and politics that we can’t
have fun without the possibility of hurting someone’s
feelings? For G-d’s sake, don’t celebrate a birthday or
your daughter’s wedding? This isn’t funny and
obviously not true. In my opinion, just as intense as the
suffering of so many has been, the joy has been
heightened when we have the opportunity to celebrate.

It is very easy to hurt someone’s feelings and our current
condition is mind numbing. But everything cannot be
taken to heart. We need to laugh as much as we need to
cry. Even during the darkest times, humans have always
looked for the silver lining. A joke or a sly remark can
be funny or insulting. We love to laugh and are willing
to pay good money to experience comedians, even
though we know that their shtick may hit close to home.
Why do we subject ourselves to awkward situations? It’s
probably because laughter can be the best medicine.
If only laughter could cure the pandemic.

B’nai Tikvah has always presented Purim with joy and
vigor, while fulfilling all of the holiday’s opportunities
to do mitzvoth. In particular, I’m referring to our
Sisterhood’s annual initiative of organizing and
facilitating the distributing of Mishloach Manot (Purim
baskets), within our community to families and friends
during the holiday. Additionally, our Sisterhood
observes another Purim obligation of Matanot
L’Evyonim, giving gifts to the poor. It is the obligation
of every Jewish person of age to give gifts to two needy
individuals; this is in addition to Mishloach Manot.
Some people make donations to food pantries or other
such organizations. Giving is fulfilling.

For Purim, our CBT, USY, and Religious School
calendars are filled with opportunities to celebrate this
joyous holiday.

1. Sunday, February 21st, as a part of our Religious
School day, we will present our 2nd Annual Make &
Take Hamantashen Bake. This event will be open
to the congregation. The times and Zoom links for
these sessions will be shared with you shortly.

2. Thursday, February 25th will be our Zoom-
Megillah Reading with comic commentary. WEAR
YOUR COSTUME and BE READY TO MAKE
NOISE!

3. Sunday, February 28th is the USY/Kadima
VIRTUAL PURIM CARNIVAL—Fun and Games
for children of all ages!

With a cheerful disposition, together, we will strive to
survive!

Chag Sameach-Happy Purim!
Cantor Bruce Rockman
.

From the Desk of Cantor Rockman

HAKOL
The Newsletter of Congregation B’nai Tikvah, JCC of North & South Brunswick 1001 Finnegan’s Lane, North Brunswick, NJ 08902

Published monthly, except July and August. Submissions are encouraged about events, group activities, and anything relevant to the Jewish
Community. All articles emailed to Hakol@bnaitikvah.org are due by the 15th of the preceding month and are subject to available space and
editorial constraints. We discourage the use of PDF files. All issues are archived at bnaitikvah.org/hakol and emailed via the CBT Newsletter.
Editors: Gary Bergman, Ann Gold, Arthur Biderman, Janet Weiss, and Sandy Sharon. Advertising: Meryl Harris and Janet Weiss.



Page 4 HAKOL www. bnaitikvah.org February 2021 19 Sh’vat - 16 Adar Volume 43 Issue 6

Some Tidbits…
Zoom, COVID, Loans, etc.

As we continue virtual services, we have a new Kabbalat
Shabbat feature. At approximately 5:45pm, each Friday,
we start our observance of Shabbat with a virtual Zoom
sing-along of Shabbat songs. Just click on the link on our
website for services to join in or just bask in the glow of
the warmth and fun.

As of this writing, as relates to the pandemic, we appear
to be closer to the end than to the beginning of the
extraordinary measures we have all been taking.
Federal and State officials are looking at making sure
that more people receive their first COVID-19 vaccine,
rather than assuring that people who received their first
shot receive their second. Please be sure to sign up for
vaccine information at
http://covid19.nj.gov

and register for the vaccine at
https://covidvaccine.nj.gov

Please, please, please maintain your COVID-19
precaution vigilance. As I write this, we are 10 months
into the pandemic. Cases in Middlesex County are
increasing; hospitalizations are increasing; deaths are
increasing. Let us look out for each other; reach out to a
Board member, Bikkur Cholim, or the office with any
needs you have due to the pandemic. You have come
this far; do not let your guard down now.

The second round of Federal Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loans has been announced. Our
preliminary analysis indicates that we are eligible to
apply for a second loan. I can assure you that
Congregation B’nai Tikvah will apply for an additional
loan when we have the opportunity.

Further, the preliminary language published with this
round appears to indicate that our first loan can be
forgiven with a simpler application. As of this writing,
the simplified forgiveness application has not been
published. I will keep you posted.

Lastly, Happy Purim! Enjoy your Mishloach Manot,
courtesy of Sisterhood, Our Golden and Silver Groggers
and other donors! I am looking forward to it.

Social Action Update

Laura Waksman

This month I am highlighting the Jewish Social Service
Committee of New Brunswick and Highland Park.
The following is taken directly from its website:
“The Jewish Social Service Committee is a unique
organization in our community. For more than 100 years
we have been the only all volunteer organization giving
immediate short term financial aid to needy Jewish
people in Middlesex County. We are the only
organization that has no expenses. Every dollar donated
is used to help the needy.” The volunteers are highly
responsive and compassionate. If you are in need,
reach out. They want to help, Click “Contact Us” on
their website: http://jssnb.org.

Tip of the Month
Check out http://NJ211.org. It has a wealth of health and
human service resources throughout NJ. Thank you to
Caryl Greenberg for directing me to the wonderful
Weekly Update section she authors on the South
Brunswick Senior center website http://bit.ly/sbseniors
from which I took this tip.

Our kids' coat drive to benefit Central Jersey Diaper
Bank and adult new underwear drive to benefit Elijah's
Promise ended on January 15th . Thank you to those who
donated.

Creators for Causes
Are you a creator? Professional or hobbyist painters,
woodworkers, knitters, jewelry makers, crafters and
more: we want to highlight your creative gifts while
raising money for charity. We ask that you donate one or
more of your creations which will be put up for sale at
CBT, with a minimum asking price. All the proceeds
will go to a charity or charities chosen by the committee.
For more info or to participate, contact Laura at
Laurawaksman@gmail.com or 908-812-2274.

Operation Snow Creation
Bring joy to seniors. Are you a kid, teen or adult who
loves to build snow people or other fun stuff with snow?
If you're also ready to jump right in at a moment's notice,
we need you. When it snows enough, we have arranged
for Park Place Senior Home in South Brunswick to build

Continued on page 12

From President Marty Abschutz
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Needy Family Program
In a Pandemic Year!

Janice Baer

I am writing this article on Christmas Day knowing that
our wonderful B’nai Tikvah community sponsored 18
families for the holidays. We collected $11,680.85
specifically for the Needy Family Program!! Yes, you
read that correctly. With this money we provided gift
cards to families so that they could buy food, clothing and
needed household items. This is huge in a year of a
Pandemic. Many of the sponsored families are struggling
to put food on their tables, have lost jobs, and were sick
with Covid.

We completed our 19th year running the program. (I think
it’s one of the longest running programs in B’nai Tikvah
history.) As we modified the program this year due to the
pandemic, I was concerned that we would not be able to
deliver to needy families as we have in the past. Our
B’nai Tikvah family donated to the program like never
before. Last year we had 60 congregant families
purchasing gifts or donating money. This year we had
105 families participate, including two contributors who
heard about our program and were not synagogue
members, let alone Jewish.

The following are some of the families we aided this year:

Family #1: They have three children. When the shutdown
occurred, the parents, both working in a factory, changed
shifts, one working days and one working nights so that
their school-aged children would be supervised. One of
the parents got Covid and because they live in very small
quarters, it spread to the entire family. This family, who
never asks for help, called the social worker and told her
that they did not have any food.

Family #2: Both parents working, then the mother, who
was a waitress, got Covid.

Family #3: The mother had contracted an illness last year
that left her permanently disabled. She continues to
receive physical therapy and one year later she is happy
that she can stand up on her own and dress herself. She
has two children. Prior to her illness, this mother worked
a full-time job.

Family #4: The mother was in ICU for Covid for three
months. The doctor had to perform a tracheotomy on her.

She is no longer able to take care of herself and her two
children. She and her children moved in with her sister
and her three children. The sister is juggling her full-time
job and the frequent doctor appointments the mother
requires, due to the residual damage from Covid.

Family #5: The mother is a victim of domestic violence
and other traumas. She is on disability and is raising her
children on her own.

Family #6: The father, who is employed, is raising his son
on his own, as the mother left and is no longer part of
their lives.

Family #7: The father died a few weeks ago, leaving the
mother and their three children ages 7, 6, and 5 months.

Family #8: The mother has two children. She rented a
room to a friend in order to help pay her rent. This
“friend” sexually abused one of her children. She called
the police and filed charges. In addition to having to deal
with this trauma, she worries about paying her rent, as she
no longer has a renter. When the social worker told her
she would be receiving a gift card for $650, she burst into
tears. This woman wrote a thank you note the day after
receiving the gift card:

“This letter is in gratitude of being chosen as a recipient
of this donationn. I promise you that I will make good use
of this gift, which is very significant for my family. We are
going through a very difficult moment in our lives (as
others are too, it is part of life) but during this occasion,
your decision has helped to lighten my heavy load and
make it more tolerable. Thank you to the people who
donated parts of their blessings and have shared it with
me and others. It has renewed a faith in me that there are
good people in this world. Thank you from the bottom of
my heart. I am the mother of two children, one having
special needs, and I am not able to work during the day
for these reasons, due to the pandemic and online school
for my children. This gift is significant for my family.
THANK YOU! I AM VERY APPRECIATIVE AND VERY
HAPPY!”

This year has been a very difficult one on many fronts for
all of us. I can’t express in words the feelings inside me,
how our community never forgets those in need,
regardless of our own situations. I am so proud of being a
part of our B’nai Tikvah family.

Wishing you a year full of health, happiness, hugs, and
togetherness (of course when it’s safe)!

Janice Baer, Needy Family Program Coordinator
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QTY Item Price Total

Shabbat Dinner
Whole Roasted Chicken With Kasha Varnishkes,

Grilled Vegetables and 1 QT Chicken Noodle Soup 36.00

ENTREES

Short Rib Entrée served with Mashed Potato and Grilled Vegetables 18.95

Hibachi Chicken served over Vegetable Lo-mein 14.95

Baked Ziti (Dairy) 14.95

Chicken Fingers (8 pieces) 12.00

Dark Meat Chicken Kebab over Herb Rice With Israeli Salad and Tahina 14.95

Eggplant Rollatini over Penne Marinara (Dairy) 14.95

Filet of Branzino with Lemon Wine Sauce With Rice and Sautéed Spinach 17.95

French-cut Chicken w Lemon Garlic Sauce with Mashed Potatoes and Grilled Vegetables 14.95

Fresh-cut Chicken with Marsala Sauce with Herb Rice and Sauteed Spinach 14.95

Grilled Herb Salmon with Dijon Dill Sauce with Mashed Potatoes and Grilled Vegetables 14.95

Homemade Meatloaf with Mushroom Gravy Mashed Potatoes and Grilled Vegetables 14.95

Macaroni & Cheese (Dairy) 11.00

Pasta Primavera 11.00

Penne Marinara 8.00

Ponzu Seabass served over Fried Rice 18.95

Pulled BBQ Brisket over Mashed Potatoes and Grilled Vegetables 17.95

Spaghetti and Meatballs 14.95

Stuffed Cabbage with Kasha Varnishkes 14.95

Sweet and Sour Meatballs Over Penne Pasta 14.00

Teriyaki Glazed Salmon Over Vegetable Fried Rice 14.95

Vegetable Fried Rice 11.00

SOUPS, SALADS, & SIDES
Homestyle Chicken Noodle Soup (1 QT) 11.00

Homemade Potato Knish (2 per order) 7.00

Kasha Varnishkes (1 QT) 11.00

Mushroom Barley Soup (1 QT) 11.00

Tomato and Cucumber Salad ( 2 servings) 11.00

DESSERTS
David’s Brownies (6 Large) 12.00

David’s Blondies (6 Large) 12.00

Rice Pudding (1 Pint) 5.99

FRESH MEATS (Uncooked)
2 LB Trimmed Chicken Cutlets 18.00

Whole Chicken 11.00

Local Delivery 20.00

Shabbat Dinner #2
3-6 ounce pieces of Braised ShortRib with Mushroom Gravy
served with 1 Qt Chicken Soup, Mashed Potato and Coleslaw 48.00

Kosher KITCHEN—TO GO
Four-meal Minimum Order Order Form on next page.

***Meals are freshly prepared and may be frozen for later use.***
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Lori Sookerman Shelly Wistreich

Classical Caterers - Kosher Kitchen
NAME: ____________________________________________PHONE: ___________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________________________ STATE: NJ ZIP: __________________

EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________________

FORM OF PAYMENT: ( four-meal minimum on all orders )

VISA/MC: ___________-__________-__________-_____________ EXP. DATE: _____/______

3-DIGIT CODE: _______ SUBTOTAL: $_______________________

Orders must be received by 4pm Friday for curbside-pickup on the following Wednesday between 12:00 and 2pm.

Scan here or visit classical.catertogo.com to place an order online.

Please visit http://bnaitikvah.org/sismember to
discover the joy of getting involved in our circle.
Sisterhood would love to welcome you.
Contact: Jessica Zink - JessicaZink@optonline.net

Mitzvah Baskets
Help us decorate the bima with nonperishable food
baskets. We also deliver baskets to other synagogues.
Tell your friends about this service. Contact: Teresa
Samtur 732-821-8163 or msamtur@comcast.net

Mazel Tosses
Enhance the simcha of your child's special day by having
Sisterhood provide these bags of soft candy which will
sweeten the day. Also great for an aufruf. Order your
Mitzvah Baskets and Mazel Tosses at bnaitikvah.org at
least one month before your mitzvah.
Contact: Marci Abschutz, 732-735-1946.

Torah Fund
The new pins are available with a $180-or-above pledge.
We would love to welcome you as a Torah Fund
benefactor, helping the Women’s League for
Conservative Judaism to support the Jewish Theological
Seminary, its teachers, Cantors, and Rabbis.

Contact: Gale Dillman - DillmanGale@gmail.com

Gift Shop
The gift shop is available online or by
appointment during regular office hours.

https://bnaitikvah.org/shop
Contact: Serena Blackin 732-390-9515.

Scan here to shop online
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USY / Kadima Fundraiser

Sydney Sookerman

Thank you, everyone, for supporting youth by
purchasing donuts through our Krispy Kreme
Fundraiser. We hoped you enjoyed your sweet treats
with your family on Chanukah. The fundraiser was a
success and we look forward to doing it again next
year. An additional thank you to anyone who made a
separate donation to our USY/Kadima. We are
looking forward to using the money that we raised
for USY & Kadima programming in the North/South
Brunswick chapter, supporting our Region. The
USYers will also be choosing a charity to participate
in 'Tikun Olam.' Special thanks to Kim Riemann,
Doug Smoller, Melissa Kessler, and Lesley
Lewkowicz for helping make this fundraiser
possible and to our USYers for helping with our
contactless curbside pickup.

Extra donuts were donated to frontline healthcare
workers at Penn Medicine Princeton Medical Center
in the Environmental Services and Food & Nutrition
Departments.

USY & Kadima look forward to the new year with
new virtual-interactive events and more. Look out
for emails and follow us by staying up-to-date on
Instagram@northsouthbrunswickusy.

Letter To The Editor

A RESPONSE TO THE JANUARY 2021 HAKOL

2020 is History, Let’s Pretend it never happened…

We strongly disagree with the headline of the January 2021
Hakol and take great offense to this. Pretending that history did
not happen is the exact OPPOSITE of what the Jewish people
should do! We should never pretend that something did not
occur. What we need to do is to learn from what happened so
that we do not repeat the mistakes made.

While living through 2020 and the pandemic has been
exceedingly difficult for everyone, we should consider the
knowledge that we have gained should we ever, G-d forbid, be
faced with such an array of crises again. Should the people
who had relatives and friends die of Covid pretend that it did
not happen? Should the people who have not had a chance to
hug their grandchildren pretend that we did? Should the people
who are recovering from Covid and are still suffering lasting
effects pretend that it never happened? We think not. We will
never pretend that 2020 never happened. We may wish that it
never happened. We may want to forget what the past year has
done to people we know and our country at large. But pretend
it never happened. Never.

Bobbi Binder
Ruth Anne Koenick
Lori Sookerman
Irene Goldman
Lisa Seidman
Gale Dillman
Richard Seidman
Serena Blackin
Cheryl Crick



Page 10 HAKOL www. bnaitikvah.org February 2021 19 Sh’vat - 16 Adar Volume 43 Issue 6

NEW BRUNSWICK PUBLIC SCHOOLS
A.C. REDSHAW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

216 Livingston Ave.
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901

Phone: (732)-745-5300, Ext. 7500 Fax: (732)-729-9310

Dr. Audrey A. Johnson Iris Castillo Juan Pérez
Superintendent of schools Principal Kimberly Taylor

Vice Principals

January 11, 2021

B’nai Tikvah Congregation

Attention: Janice Baer

1001 Finnegans Lane

North Brunswick, NJ 08902

Dear Congregation B’nai Tikvah,

This is a letter of heartfelt thanks for your kindness and generosity for sponsoring 18 families

including 59 children of Redshaw School in New Brunswick totaling $11,680! You have helped to

feed, clothe and provide much joy with toys and presents for the holidays. You also did something

very significant. You empowered the parents by giving them gift cards and resources to help provide

for their families. In addition, you have helped to give the families hope for a brighter future and

have renewed their faith that God will find a way to provide and to help them with their struggles.

These are priceless gifts that will remain with the families forever.

Many blessings to all of you and may your thoughtfulness and kind gestures be returned to

you many times over. Wishing you a Happy and Healthy New Year!

With much gratitude,

Doris Cruz

Redshaw School Social Worker

A Thank You from New Brunswick Public Schools
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Linda J. Fellen, Esq.

FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC
Attorneys at Law

21 Kilmer Drive
Building 2, Suite G
Morganville, NJ 07751
732-431-0473 linda@fellenlaw.com
732-780-3533 (fax) http://fellenandfellen.com

Monuments - Duplicate Markers - Cemetery Lettering

5% discount for B’nai Tikvah Members

We got YOU to look at
this ad, now let US get
customers finding YOU.

Meryl Harris: 732-297-0696

bnaitikvah.org/hakol-submissions
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Contributions

In honor of: _______________________________________

In memory of: _____________________________________

Occasion of: ______________________________________

This donation is being made by:

Name: __________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

Amount of your donation:

[ ]$18 [ ]$36 [ ]$54 [ ]$72 [ ]$118 Other $_______

Please Allocate Donations to:

[ ] Allen Karp Memorial Fund [ ] Safety & Security Fund
[ ] Arnold Miller Youth Activities [ ] Shabbat Luncheons
[ ] Bikur Cholim [ ] Shabbat Together Fund
[ ] Cantor’s Special Fund * [ ] Shiva Fund
[ ] Capital Improvements [ ] Shomrei Tikvah
[ ] L’dor Vador [ ] Social Action Fund
[ ] Mark Kasdin Memorial Fund [ ] Sons of Tikvah
[ ] Passport to Israel Fund [ ] Torah Restoration Fund
[ ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund * [ ] Trees for Israel Fund
[ ] Religious School [ ] Tzedakah / Yahrzeit Fund
[ ] Ritual Fund [ ] General Donation

[ ] Other_____________

* Please send separate checks for these funds.
You can make your contributions online by
Clicking the “Giving” link at bnaitikvah.org

Attention Book Lovers

The CBT Book Club meets every other month.
Everyone is welcome ~ no dues ever collected.
The February meeting is scheduled on Zoom

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 at 7:30 pm

We will be discussing The Girl From Berlin
by Ronald Balson.
For information, contact Lynn Biderman
at r.lynn.biderman@gmail.com

Social Action Continued from page 4

with snow outside a window from which its
residents can view and enjoy our creations. We
will only be outside. Two teens are on the list to
be called to build after a snowfall. To join the
list, contact me at Laurawaksman@gmail.com.
It's understood that you might not be available.

Letter to Seniors
The committee has been writing letters to
seniors at Park Place Senior Home who have
little or no contact with family members. We
hope to expand this project to more nursing
homes/senior residences.

Helping Immigrants
I Rise - Interfaith Refugee and Immigrant
Services and Empowerment is a wonderful
organization based in Highland Park. As of this
writing, I Rise is preparing for the arrival of a
family of six from Guatemala on January 25th

and have a house ready for them. There are jobs
lined up for the adults. There is a wish list of
needed items which we will be helping to
provide, as well as a need for volunteers to clean
and set up the house. The details for the latter
have not yet been communicated. I Rise has
monthly Zoom meetings. Stay tuned for more
about our involvement with I Rise. Learn about
its great work at http://Interfaithrise.org.

Support Classical Caterers.
Avoid a trip inside a store.

I've been so pleased with the boneless skinless raw
chicken breasts from Classical Caterers. They are fresh,
nicely trimmed, tender, and easy to cut into strips or
chunks for kebabs. Grilling delicious chicken in the
winter is now my thing. Evan or one of his staff
members will put your order directly into your trunk
curbside. They are very accommodating. Don't have a
need for a four-item minimum for an order? Share an
order with a friend/s. Someone pays, others reimburse.
Easy. Enjoy!

Laura Waksman
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following contributors for their generous gifts.
Your special donations make up a part of our synagogue’s total income. We rely on you.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Allen and Ruth Schechter, in loving memory of Rose Schechter
The Uniman Family, in loving memory of Shirley Uniman
Geri Mandell, in loving memory of Rose Mandell
Mindy & Marty Angstreich, in loving memory of Diane Coopersmith
Flora Cowen, in honor of Amanda and Harry Uniman’s 4th wedding

anniversary
Jill Stone, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Meryl Gonchar
David & Les Offenberg, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Yitzhak, Sandy, and Dina Sharon, in loving memory of

Dina Sharon-Schwadron
Michael Greenfield, in loving memory of Bernice Greenfield

Cantor’s Special Fund
Elaine Brackup, in loving memory of Albert Rubin
Susan Keller, in loving memory of Muriel Ostroff
Elaine Brackup, in loving memory of Bessie Wattenberg
Bill & Ellie Greenberg, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Irit Harchol
Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow

Bikur Cholim Fund
Jay Scheuer, in honor of the Bikur Cholim committee
Steven Mark, in loving memory of Ronnie Joan Mark
Gary & Marcia Wesalo, in honor of the birth of Levi William Harris
Adrienne & Andy Ross, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Shirley & Martin Engel, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow

Yahrzeit and Tzedakah Fund
Marvin & Betty Stark, in loving memory of Esther Stark
Marvin & Betty Stark, in loving memory of Louis Golden
Richard Brams, in loving memory of Sylvia Brams
Stephen Breitkopf, in loving memory of Marilyn Breitkopf
Irwin & Maxine Nudelman, in loving memory of David August
Mitchell & Amy Schreck, in loving memory of Marlene Rautenberg
Ellen, Jerry and Alissa Platz, in loving memory of Robert Lepowsky
Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis, in loving memory of

Idel Rosenbaum
Sherry Levitt, in loving memory of Arlene Levitt
Barry & Caren Dworkin, in loving memory of Robert A. Dworkin
David & Michele Greenfield, in loving memory of Hyman Arougheti
Dina, Scott, Brittany and Mitch Fisher, in loving memory of

Maxine Flateman
Sandy Friedheim and Family, in loving memory of David Friedheim
Liliya & Aleksandr Shablya, in loving memory of Faina Shablya
Liliya & Aleksandr Shablya, in loving memory of Moisey Prupes
Liliya & Aleksandr Shablya, in loving memory of Roza Sirotkina
Stacy & Scott Lewkowitz, in loving memory of Howard Barkan
Ellen, Jerry and Alissa Platz, in loving memory of Leo Platz
Rose & Jeff Berger, in loving memory of Sam Laist
Leslie, Steven, Craig and Adam Dickert, in loving memory of

Irving Margulies
Cindy & Neal Gittleman, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Al & Terri Woller, in loving memory of Chester Gitlen
Barry & Rena Lepinsky, in loving memory of Eileen Lepinsky
Irwin Kalet, in loving memory of Henry Kalet
Ellen, Eric, Jenna, Connor and Peyton Lawson and Cindy and Victoria
Papa in loving memory of Barry David Lawson
Maxine, Irwin, Allie and Dani Nudelman, in loving memory of

Sol Nudelman

Passport to Israel Fund
The Krane Family, in loving memory of Joan Krane

Social Action Fund
Ruth Anne Koenick and Paul Herman, in loving memory of

Edna Marion Jacknow
Herb Mars, in honor of the birth of Levi William Harris
Herb Mars, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Irina Irgon, in loving memory of Adam Irgon
LouAnne & John Wolf, in loving memory of Marvin Michaels

General Fund
Myron & Cheryl Asnis, in loving memory of Gordon Asnis
Donna & Ned Webber, in loving memory of Jerome Avergun
Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis, in honor of the Men’s Club

honorees: Kevin Krane, Shea Krane, and Maya Blackin
Candace, Craig, Emilee and Sydney Botnick, in loving memory of

Bob Messerman
Barry & Phyllis Safeer, in honor of the Men’s Club Honorees:

Kevin Krane and Shea Krane
Barbara Mailman, in loving memory of Dr. Jack Mailman
Dr. Joel Schindler
Meryl Gonchar
Joe & Renee Grodman, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow
Myra Dickert, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow

Shabbat Together Fund
Marc & Bobbi Binder, in loving memory of Barney Cohn

Shabbat Luncheon Fund
Nancy & Elliott Danto, in loving memory of Ennes Danto

Mark Kasdin Memorial Fund
Maxine Kasdin, in loving memory of Jack Steck
Phyllis & Al Garten, in loving memory of Yetta Kadin
Phyllis & Al Garten, in loving memory of Harold Garten

Ritual Fund
Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis, in honor of the birth of

Levi William Harris

Arnie Miller Youth Activity Fund
Elisa & Brian Berness and Family, in honor of the Men’s Club

honorees: Kevin Krane, Shea Krane, and Maya Blackin
Phyllis Horlick and Family, in loving memory of Harry Horlick
Susan Miller, in honor of the marriage of Meredith and Josh Berger
Susan Miller, in honor of the birth of Levi William Harris
Susan Miller, in loving memory of Edna Marion Jacknow

Safety and Security Fund
Meryl Gonchar

Shomrei Tikvah Fund
Blanche Fruhling, in loving memory of Benjamin Seidenstein
Gary & Marcia Wesalo, in loving memory of Phyllis Spigelman
Stephen & Miriam Gordon
Mary Baker, in loving memory of Phyllis Spigelman
Blanche Fruhling, in loving memory of Jerome Fruhling

Donations: December 15, 2020 - January 12, 2021
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“Thank You” to Margie
Atwater, Jay Scheuer,
Joyce Fishelberg, Gilda
Gildenberg, Risa Stolly,
and Bill Greenberg for
making birthday calls.

Thanks to Phyllis Pinsky for doing the
beautiful calligraphy on the B’nai Mitzvah
and Baby Naming certificates.

THANK YOU

Bobby & Gary Bergman January 12, 2021
Congregation B’nai Tikvah
1001 Finnegan Lane
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

I want to thank you for volunteering your time to offer hope to those
who need blood and blood products. The blood donated by the donors
you recruited save the lives of trauma victims, patients with blood
disorders, cancer and many other life- threatening injuries and illnesses
in our area hospitals.

The effort of Congregation B’nai Tikvah is very sincerely appreciated
as a life – saving community service.
The results of your January 11, 2021 blood drive are as follows:

# Goal 15
# Registered 13
# Deferred 00
# ALYX 02=4
# Collected 17 Collected Products

Sincerely,
Brenda McEntyre – Saunders
Account Manager
o 201.444.3900 ext. 1802 I c 201.615.6808
Community Blood Services is now Vitalant

Bobby Bergman, Steven Chernela, & Mark Sherman

Blood Drive Legacy Circle of Givers

Marty & Marci Abschutz
Julie Seusserman & Arie Behar
Barbara & Gary Bergman
Bobbi & Marc Binder
Sharon & Craig Cohen
Gale & Marc Dillman
Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg
Sam Fisher
Arlene & Mitchell Frumkin
Ann M. Gold
Caryl & Danny Greenberg
Renee & Steve Juro
RuthAnne Koenick
Jacqueline Master
Michelle & Irwin Millinger
Shiva & Dan Nili
Debra & Scott Rekant
Rochelle & Marc Rosen
Adrienne & Andy Ross
Rachel Ruchlin
Phyllis & Barry Safeer
Marcia & Jeff Schwartz
Brenda & Mark Sherman
Janet Cooper Weiss
Lynne WeissMarshall
Marcia & Gary Wesalo
LouAnne & John Wolf
Ruth-Ann Breitler & Rabbi Robert L.
Wolkoff
Tammy & Keith Zimmerman

Plus other friends who wish to remain anonymous
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} WAM

B’NAI TIKVAH DIRECTORY OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

Hakol Rates
Size

Artwork
(W x H)

Annually
10 Issues

Single
Issue

Full page 8” x 10½” $675 $120

½ page 3¾” x 10½” / 8” x 5” $525 $90

¼ page 3¾” x 5” $400 $65

Business card 2” x 3½” $300 $50

TITLE NAME PHONE # E-MAIL ADDRESS
Rabbi Robert Wolkoff 732 297-0696 MyRabbi@bnaitikvah.org
Cantor Bruce Rockman 732 422-0963 Cantor@bnaitikvah.org
President Marty Abschutz 732 419-9312 President@bnaitikvah.org
VP Administration Charlie Valan 732 991-2903 CValan@bnaitikvah.org
VP School & Youth Doug Smoller 732 254-2313 DSmoller@comcast.net

Co-VP Melissa Kessler 617 869-1422 Melissa.Dara.Kessler@gmail.com
VP Ways & Means Amanda Uniman 908 930-2526 Amanda.Beth.Uniman@gmail.com
VP Activities Bobbi Binder 732 690-4779 BobbiJBinder@gmail.com
VP Membership Renee Juro 732 960-1215 RSJuro@verizon.net
VP Ritual Gordon Heit 732 297-6284 Gordon0217@comcast.net
Financial Secretary Larry Cohen 732 821-4376 Licdac1@gmail.com
Treasurer Andrew Ross 732 561-2467 Andrew.D.Ross424@gmail.com
Asst. Treasurer Marc Rosen 732 940-2786 Marcr58187@aol.com
Recording Secretary Nancy Asher-Shultz 732 297-1932 NanAsher@hotmail.com
Past President Adrienne Ross 732 561-2467 Adrienne.D.Ross@gmail.com

TRUSTEES
Steven Juro 732 960-1215 SJuro@verizon.net
Scott Kessler 732 789-8202 ScottMKessler@yahoo.com
Ruth Anne Koenick 732 407-4699 RAKoenick@gmail.com
David Kozodoy 732 967-1416 DKozodoy@me.com
Bruce London 732 823-1758 Bruce.H.London@gmail.com
David Offenberg 732 536-8275 Dave.Offenberg@gmail.com
Joe Plotnick 732 979-9116 Joepdnb@aol.com
Kim Riemann 732 940-4066 Kim.Riemann99@gmail.com
Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net
Jeff Schwartz 732 297-6365 JSchwartz@auerpak.com
Larry Weber 908 881-6383 Lawrence.Weber7@gmail.com

Scan to view board photos Gary Wesalo 609 642-8967 GWesalo@aol.com

REPRESENTATIVES Men’s Club Brian Berness 732 422-9449 BSBerness@verizon.net
Sisterhood Cheryl Crick 732 357-2981 CherylCrick13@gmail.com
USY Maya Blackin 732 718-6195 MayaBlackin3@gmail.com

Administrator Lesley Lewkowicz 732 297-0696 Lesley@bnaitikvah.org
Administrator Assistant Meryl Harris 732 297-0696 Office@bnaitikvah.org
Religious School Director Cantor Bruce Rockman 732 297-0696 CBTschool@bnaitikvah.org
Bikur Cholim Jill Stone 609 642-6940 bikur@bnaitikvah.org
Blood Drive Barbara Bergman 732 246-7285 Bobby@bnaitikvah.org
Book Club Lynn Biderman 732 297-6691 R.Lynn.Biderman@gmail.com
Ebay Fundraising Bonnie Kudwitt 732 422-7276 beedirect@aol.com
Hakol Editor Gary Bergman 732 246-7285 Hakol@bnaitikvah.org

Advertising Janet Weiss 732-406-5960 jcweiss@optonline.net
Historical Committee Bill Greenberg 732 297-6953 Sailor4498@optonline.net
Cemetery Committee Arthur Cederbaum 732 821-8162 Arthur.Cederbaum@mssm.edu
House & Grounds Charlie Valan 732 991-2903 CValan@bnaitikvah.org
Judaica/Gift Shop Serena Blackin 732 390-9515 Serena@blackin.org
Junior Congregation Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net
Kiddushes, Lunches & Onegs Main Office 732 297-0696 Lesley@bnaitikvah.org
Men’s Club Craig Cohen 732 658-3042 pbgrebe2001@yahoo.com

Co-Presidents Josh Oliver 732 305-7040 JoshuasOliver@yahoo.com
Passport to Israel Marc Rosen 732 940-2786 Marcr58187@aol.com
Religious School Committee Suzanne Oliver 732 305-7040 pooters608@aol.com

Co-Chairs Sharon Cohen 732 658-3042 Goldberg-Sharon@hotmail.com
Ritual Committee Gordon Heit 732 297-6284 gordon0217@comcast.net
Social Action Laura Waksman 908 812-2274 LauraWaksman@gmail.com
Supermarket Gift Cards Manager Barry Safeer 732 432-9622 Safeer@comcast.net
Sisterhood Lori Sookerman 732 274-9599 lorisookerman@comcast.net

Co-Presidents Rochelle Wistreich 732 422-4273 wis437@optonline.net
Softball League Mark Kirsch 609 356-0490 MarkKirsch@comcast.net
USY/Kadima Sydney Sookerman 908 210-8379 nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com
Webmaster Kim Riemann 732 940-4066 webmaster@bnaitivah.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Candle Lighting

5th 5:04
12th 5:12
19th 5:20
26th 5:28

Shabbat Ends

6th 6:12
13th 6:20
20th 6:29
27th 6:37

1001 Finnegans Lane
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

PLEASE DELIVER
BEFORE February 1

PRSRT STD
AUTO

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ

PERMIT NO. 203

1 19 Sh’vat

Board of
Directors

2 20 Sh’vat

Rabbi Q&A

3 21 Sh’vat

Lunch with
Rabbi

Religious School

4 22 Sh’vat

USY Board

5 23 Sh’vat 6 24 Sh’vat

Jr. Congregation

725 Sh’vat

World Wide
Wrap

8 26 Sh’vat

Sisterhood
Board

9 27 Sh’vat

Rabbi Lecture

10 28 Sh’vat

Lunch with Rabbi

Religious School

1129 Sh’vat 1230 Sh’vat 13 1 Adar

14 2 Adar

Sisterhood

Kadima
Hagalil

Convention

No Religious
School

15 3 Adar

Office Closed

PRESIDENTS’
DAY

16 4 Adar

Rabbi Q&A

17 5 Adar

Lunch with Rabbi

Religious School

18 6 Adar

Executive
Committee

19 7 Adar

School Service

20 8 Adar

Jr. Congregation

219 Adar

Religious
School

Hamantashen
Baking

22 10 Adar

Ritual
Committee

23 11 Adar

Rabbi Lecture

24 12 Adar

USY Purim Pizza

Lunch with Rabbi

Religious School

25 13 Adar

Megillah
Reading

TA’ANIT
ESTHER

26 14 Adar

PURIM

27 15 Adar

2816 Adar

Virtual Purim
Carnival

.


