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Our Mission: To foster a vibrant egalitarian Jewish community founded in the religious customs
and traditions of Conservative Judaism; offering excellent Jewish education and community

activities for all ages with commitment to Israel and Jewish communities throughout the world.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE: BNAITIKVAH.ORG FOR EVENTS & SCHEDULE UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE MONTH
MAIN OFFICE PHONE: 732-297-0696 - EARLY CHILDCARE CENTER & RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PHONE: 732-297-0295
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 DINNER IN SUKKAH
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3 LUNCH AND LEARN
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 SCHOOL IN THE SUKKAH
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 LUNCH WITH RABBI
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 AMAZING KRESKIN
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 BIRTHDAY SHABBAT
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 PICNIC AND HIKE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 SPEAKER:KEN ABRAMOWITZ
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 LUNCH WITH RABBI
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 FAMILY SHABBAT
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 LUNCH WITH RABBI
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 SPEAKER: ZEBA JILANI, SWAT
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Go to Israel

Again, this summer I had the opportunity to spend
time in Israel. What a difference a year DOES make.
As you may recall, I also was in Israel during last
year’s conflict in Gaza. During both visits, I felt
very safe in Israel and to me life appeared to be
Normal; clearly, the weight of the war on the popula-
tion had all but disappeared. As a Jewish person,
whether in a religious or a secular setting, I believe it
is the best place on earth to be.

Conflicts are part of the regional reality but not
apparent day or night.

The unknown is very frightening and very different
from reality; the tension that an Israeli may feel is
different from that of a tourist’s perception. Recent
surveys have shown that Israelis are among the
happiest and most fulfilled people on this earth!

The regions of conflict are distant from the main
Israeli cities, especially Tel Aviv, Haifa, and
Jerusalem, where our biggest daily concern as
travelers was “what are we having for dinner?”
Israelis worry about the stock market, their family,
how to spend their leisure time, and where they will
be having dinner!

Regardless of my perspective, many with whom I
speak are uncomfortable with the prospect of visiting

Israel. We, Americans and members of this commu-
nity, send thousands of our students and young adults
to participate in Birthright and youth group trips to
Israel. I’ve never heard a family object to the “free
Birthright trips.” More and more Jewish students are
spending a year of study in Israel in conjunction with
their educational goals. Is that because it is not
dangerous or because, how could it be dangerous if
everyone is going? The reason is that Israel is a land
of opportunity and a great place for self realization.

To get better acquainted with Israel, I suggest that
you watch Israeli videos on YouTube. Videos about
Israel’s sights and lifestyle are abundant. Tel Aviv
was voted a top world city; it is “a truly diverse 21st

century Mediterranean hub.”

Stacey is organizing a family-friendly synagogue trip
for the summer of 2018; please consider joining us.

Dear God, Draw us Closer
Help us convert our convictions into conduct and our
commitments into deeds
Help us to narrow the gap between our principles
and our practices,
between our aspirations and our actions
Keep us from blaming others for our faults;
help us to heal the wounds we have thoughtlessly
inflicted.

L’shana Tova Tekateivu,
May you be inscribed for a healthy, happy, and
meaningful New Year

Cantor Bruce Rockman

From the Desk of Cantor Bruce Rockman

HAKOL, The Newsletter of
Congregation B’nai Tikvah, JCC of North & South Brunswick

1001 Finnegan’s Lane North Brunswick, NJ 08902
Published monthly, except for July and August. Submissions are
welcomed about Congregation events, group activities, and other
material relevant to the Jewish community. All Submissions for
HAKOL are due by the 12th of the preceding month

Please send submissions and correspondence via e-mail to:
hakol.cbt@gmail.com
All e-mail submissions are acknowledged via e-mail All articles are
subject to available space and editorial constraints.
.
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People often say that politics and religion don’t mix.

They’re wrong.

Politics and religion have to mix. Religion-and in particular, the
Jewish religion-is deeply concerned about the state of
human beings. It cares about their economic situation. It cares
about their emotional well-being. It cares about the land on
which they stand, the food they eat, the clothes they wear.
One might imagine that Judaism is only meant to be a vague
encouragement to respect G-d, mixed with a love of family and,
of course, food.

The rabbis had a different idea. Here’s one example
(of thousands):

“’Follow the Lord your G-d’ (Deuteronomy 13:5). What does
this mean? Is it possible for a mortal to follow G-d’s Presence?
The verse means to teach us that we should follow the attributes
of the Holy One, praised by He. As G-d clothes the naked, you
should clothe the naked.” (Sotah 14a).

Religion gives us standards. Politics allows us to put those
standards into practice—and when politics doesn’t, we have a
responsibility to address that.

Let me hasten to add that this is not a partisan matter. Judaism
supports neither the Democratic nor the Republican party plat-
form. No party has a monopoly on the important issues. No
party has a monopoly on the proper way to address those issues.
A story: many years ago, at a Rabbinical Assembly convention,
a resolution was offered in support of raising the minimum
wage. I spoke against the resolution. I pointed out that I, as a
private citizen, was inclined to believe that raising the minimum
wage was a good idea. (I still do). But as rabbis, we knew liter-
ally nothing about whether it was a good idea or not. Supporting
the poor is the principle about which we should all agree. How
you bring that principle into practice is something about which
Nobel Prize winners argue.

“But if not now, when?” We must never forget that there is an
urgency to these things. There are people out there that suffer
from a vacuum of vision, a lack of leadership.

Judaism is neither liberal nor conservative. Neither Ted Cruz
nor Elizabeth Warren is the Chief Rabbi. The issues I have
recently addressed—immigration, environment, wages, Iran,
Israel’s right to sovereignty—belong to all of us.

And the issues must be addressed, because when they are not,
our principles—the higher principles of Judaism—are violated.
And I feel that, as a rabbi, I would be remiss in my

responsibility if I did not point out (as firmly and sharply as I
can) that such violation is taking place.

I have recently been challenged for singling out President
Obama and Governor Christie for criticism. Why them?
Because they are the President and the Governor! When we
have a different President and a different Governor, I’ll criticize
them, too, if I see our principles being violated.

And last time I looked, Obama and Christie were in different
political parties. This has nothing to do with Democrat or
Republican, with liberal talking points or conservative talking
points. It’s about the dissonance—to me, a grating and painful
dissonance—between our highest ideals and the depths to which
politics in our country has sunk. I am, frankly, sick of the end-
less election cycle, the constant bickering, the choice to pursue
fruitless policies in order to score political points. I have come
to distrust the government’s willingness to do what is right
(and, for the record, 80% of Americans agree with me)—not
because there’s a Democrat in the White House and a
Republican majority in Congress, or vice versa, but because
they’re all acting like a bunch of selfish brats who spend more
time looking at poll numbers than at the real concerns of the
people they were elected to serve.

If you know any way for me to be more non-partisan about it,
please get in touch.

During the Vietnam War, a group of clergy came to Secretary
of State Kissinger and told him he had to end the war. He asked
how, exactly, they expected him to do that. They replied, “Mr.
Secretary, as clergy our job is to remind you that ‘Justice shall
roll like a mighty stream.’ Your job is to take care of the
plumbing.”

One of the most crucial aspects of religion is its ability to speak
truth to power. This was an essential part of the prophetic role
in biblical times, and it continues to be reflected in modern
theology. Robert McAfee Brown once wrote, “If any man is
hungry, this is both a religious and a political concern, and out
of a religious concern for one created in G-d’s image, political
means must be devised for ensuring that everyone gets enough
bread….”

My comments about politics are simply this: a demand that
political means be found to address the moral and social
concerns indisputably outlined for us in our Torah.

It’s what I do, what I think all rabbis should do. Otherwise,
they are doing their congregants, and our country, a
disservice.

Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff

PS: You can read Steve Talmud’s thoughtful response to my
“Letter to Hillary” on page 17 in this issue of Hakol. That de-
bate will continue on-line.”

A Message From Rabbi Robert Wolkoff
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A Message From Our Co-Presidents

The empty nest…
For Allison – this is now the new normal, with the youngest
child off to college. Not that the door isn’t always open for tem-
porary stays between school and work, grand-dog sitting, and as
many planned and spontaneous visits as possible. And yet – the
years of constant driving, cleaning, in-your-face parenting, and
just hanging-out chatting any time at all…well, we have now
reached a new phase. David seems to be excited about the pros-
pect; maybe that is just a guy-thing. Allison – not so much!

For Ruth Anne – while the children have been out of the house
for quite a while - one lives with his family, including fabulous
grandchildren, in Florida – better than California, where they
used to live – and the other has just moved with her husband
from Virginia to Seattle, Washington – a great career move, but
not so easy on the Yiddishe Mama. Of course, there’s Facetime
and Skype, and retirement on the horizon, which will make it
easier to travel. But nothing is the same as being together for
holidays and quick weekend visits.

Someone suggested to Allison recently that one way of coping

with this new situation would be to get a hobby or volunteer –
what???

Neither Allison nor Ruth Anne are lacking for volunteer pro-
jects or other worthwhile pursuits. But we will both be sure to
turn to our friends – our community – as we move into these
new stages of life.

In October, alone, B’nai Tikvah will host programs as:
Sukkah hopping, the Amazing Kreskin, Ken Abramowitz talk-
ing about Israel, the film “A Voice Among the Silent,” and
Zeba Jilani (SWAT) – a phenomenal human rights activist. We
also look forward to celebrating the B’nai Mitzvah of Rabbi and
Ruth-Ann Wolkoff’s twins, Eitan and Yosef; it seems like just
yesterday that they were little boys in our congregation. And
yet here they are – thirteen year old “men”!

We will rely on all of you to continue to be the wonderful
friends and congregants we have come to know and love. We
hope to see you at as many events as possible, bringing new
friends and welcoming them into our extended family, as well.
Participate in a committee if you can, or just offer to help when
you are available. We look forward to
embarking on these new phases of our lives in the company and
comfort of CBT.

Shanah Tovah,
Allison Nagelberg, Ruth Anne Koenick, Co-Presidents

The synagogue can earn up to 15% of anything you buy.

But first, go to smile.amazon.com (not amazon.com) and
click under the search bar where is says: “Supporting:”
Select Congregation B’nai Tikvah and make sure the
location indicates: N Brunswick, NJ

CALENDAR
CORRECTIONS

So far, we found two of the three
errors we manage to introduce in
the Calendar/Planner each year.

November 22nd

Sisterhood paid-up membership
is a Brunch (instead of a Dinner)

Bar Mitzvah of Corey Sookerman
is on November 28th (not the14th)
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Eat in or Take Out
Catering for all occasions

Heritage Plaza
228 Ryders Lane

Milltown, NJ

Phone: 732-214-8900
Fax: 732-214-0555
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Friday, October 16, 2015 RSVP by 10/14/015 - PLEASE

6pm in the MULTI PURPOSE room

A unique Shabbat experience geared towards
families with children between the ages of 2 and

7.
You need not attend the dinner to attend

services.
BUT WAIT – THERE’S MORE
Child too old? Don’t leave us yet…

New Service being introduced this year!!!

# of adults _______________________@ $8.00/adult Amount due$____________

# of children______________________@ $0.00/child Amount due $____________

Sponsoring Kiddush _______________@$18.00

Total due $_________________

Your name:_______________________________________Phone #:__________________________

Email address:______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I/We would like to sponsor the Kiddush and have enclosed $18. Please announce the following:

Make your check payable to “Congregation B’nai Tikvah” with “Family Shabbat Dinner” on the envelope. Mail it
to the synagogue or leave your payment in the Family Shabbat Slot in the synagogue office

OCTOBER 14, 2015

Questions? Call Bobbi @ 732-690-4779 or email eemaof3@comcast.net

Is your child or other family member celebrating a birthday or
any other special occasion in the month of October? Please let us
know so that we can make this announcement. For $18 you can

SPONSOR the Kiddush in honor of that event or any other
special occasion. See order form below.

NEW FOR THIS YEAR:

At 7pm a service geared for older children 8-12 will be held in a
separate room led by Barry Safeer!!!

Baked ziti dinner with salad and challah.

Fresh veggies to nibble on before hand.
Cost $8 per adult, $0 for children 2-12.

Peanut Free dinner and dessert.

Family Shabbat Dinner and Service
OCTOBER 16, 2015

Cannot attend
the dinner?
Come to
services at 7pm

Bring a friend or
two!!

Everyone is
Welcome
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MEN’S CLUB NEWS by Andrew Goldberger, V.P. Communications

October Feature Events

Duke Farms Interactive Eco-Tour
Sunday, October 11th @ 12:45-3:30 pm.
Duke Farms: 1112 Dukes Pkwy W, Hillsborough Township, NJ
(Free Event / Bring your own picnic)
Join our very own tour guide, Craig Cohen, as he takes us on an
interactive guided walk through Duke Farms. All ages welcome.
Exciting activities for children, including geocaching (will need to
download an app on your smartphone). Meet in front of the Orientation
Center. Picnic at 12:45 p.m. Tour starts at 1:15 p.m. For more
information about this event or to R.S.V.P., contact Craig Cohen at
pbgrebe2001@yahoo.com or call at (609) 651-1265. Check for updates
on the Men’s Club web site.

Softball BBQ Celebration
Sunday, October 18th @ 12:15 p.m.
B’nai Tikvah Gymnasium
(Suggested Donation: $5 per person / $15 maximum per family)
Join the Men’s Club and the B’Nai Tikvah Softball team in the gymna-
sium to celebrate one of the most exciting seasons in years—ending
just one game out of playoff contention. Featuring family activities/
games in the gym, plus grill masters Marc Rosen and Andrew
Goldberger will whip up the finest Kosher cuisine (ok—really just
burgers and hot dogs). All are welcome. And we’re looking for addi-
tional players for next season to fill the roster. For more information
about this event or to R.S.V.P., contact Andrew Goldberger at
mkag@comcast.net or call at (908) 472-6874. Check for updates on the
Men’s Club web site.

Upcoming Feature Event

Annual Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs “FJMC”
Man and Youth of the Year Dinner
Wednesday, November 11 @ 6:00 p.m.
B’nai Tikvah BallRoom
(Cost $54 per person; $36 for MC Members)
Features: Classical Caterers Full Buffet Dinner/Dessert/Open Bar,
Minyan, & Award Ceremony. Must R.S.V.P to Steven Katz at
skatz56@aol.com / 732.329.0687. Make checks payable to: CBT
Men’s Club (Write MOY on check). Mail to or drop into the CBT
Men’s Club mail slot. Also, place an ad in the FJMC Journal in honor
of . . . .

Don’t miss out on this Federation event and opportunity to congratu-
late Marc Rosen, “Man of the Year” and David Juro , our “Youth of
Year” in person! Here’s more about Marc and David:

MARC ROSEN: Men’s Club “Man of the Year”
Marc and Rochelle Rosen have been members of Congregation B'nai
Tikvah since 2008, although Marc actually grew up with the CBT
family—his parents were members of Shari Shalom, one of the
congregations which merged in the early 1980s to create B’nai Tikvah.
Marc has taken an active role the past few years in helping to re-
energize the Men's Club. Currently serving as Men's Club VP of
Programs, he has built a slate of well-attended events relevant for all
ages and interests. In 2014, Marc took on the role of Men’s Club
representative to the Board of Directors. In 2015, Marc was elected as
VP of Ways and Means for the congregation. Marc, Director of
Information Strategy at Metlife, and his wife, a first-grade teacher in
East Brunswick, have one amazing son. In his spare time, Marc
coaches his son’s baseball and soccer teams.

DAVID JURO: Men’s Club “Youth of the Year”
David Juro has grown up as an active member of the B’nai Tikvah
family, continually finding ways to lead, participate, and
help. Currently, David is the USY Vice President of Israel Awareness,
planning programs aimed at educating chapter members and support-
ing Israel. Previously, he was VP Religion/Education and Freshman
Representative as well as a member of Kadima for three years. He
attends Chai School, volunteers in the Religious School office and was
a JCC camp counselor. This year, he led the Torah for Tots program
during High Holiday services and read Haftorah on Yom Kip-
pur. David has been a member of JTEAM, the Jewish Federation’s
youth philanthropy group, for three years. He has been an Honor Roll
student every year at Crossroads Middle School and South Brunswick
High School. David’s true passion is drums, playing in a local band
with friends as well as playing with the Jazz Band and Wind Ensemble
at school. He also has played with the Sons of Tikvah band and joined
the Purim Spiel band last year.

Men’s Club Calendar:
See the updated B’nai Tikvah Men’s Club web site for all events and
more details. Download a Men’s Club application and join today!

NOVEMBER:
November 8th: Men’s Club Meeting @ 10:00 a.m.
November 11th: FJMC Man and Youth of the Year Dinner
November 12th: Jets vs Bills on the big screen in the Kiddush Room.

DECEMBER:
December 13th: Men’s Club Meeting @ 10 a.m.
December 14th: Latkes & Vodkas with Sisterhood.
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Linda J. Fellen, Esq.

FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC
ATTORNEYS at LAW

21 Kilmer Drive (732) 431-0473
Building 2, Suite G (732) 780-3533
Morganville, NJ 07751 linda@fellenlaw.com

fellenandfellen.com

HAIMM
MEMORIAL
CENTER

WOODBRIDGE MEMORIAL GROUP
MONUMENTS

ROBERT KATZ
732-238-5213

10 MAIN STREET * WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095
t800-729-0582 * f 732-750-0120

SSPRUNG

LYNNE WEISSMARSHALL
NOTARY PUBLIC

20 INDIANCREEK ROAD
MATAWAN, NJ 07747

732-310-5665
Also available in the synagogue office

732-297-2673 fax
weissmar@optonline.net
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732 329-2255
Fax : 732 329-2228

It’s Your Party

Your one stop Party People!

*Custom Theme Centerpieces
*Backdrop BaloonArtistry
*Sign-in Books Boards
*Specialty Linen rentals
*Custom Invitations, Place

Cards and Favors

Preferred Vendor of
Classical Caterers
732-431-0099

52 North Main Street, Rt 79 Marlboro, NJ 07746
itsyourparyt@optonline.net www.itsyourparty.biz

Men’s open basketball
every Tuesday at 8 pm

New players welcome

Non-synagogue
members $7

HAKOL IS ONLINE

Want to catch up with Hakol?
This issue and older issues of
Hakol are available online at

Bnaitikvah.org/hakol

Take another look at our weekly email announcements, aka the
CBTNewsletter. The upper right corner has a cover image of the
latest issue. Click the image or title to download the pdf.
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This Month

October 14th at 7:00 pm – Please join us at the Book Club as we
discuss the book Run You Down by Julia Dahl. Please RSVP to
cdm0710@optonline.net.

Save the Date

November 22nd – Paid-up Membership brunch. More details to
follow.

Gift Shop
Store Hours
Sunday ,9AM-12PM
Wednesday, 4:15-6:15
By Appointment:: please call Serena Blackin at 732-390-9515

October Specials
All Shabbat items 20% off **Excludes candles
10% off all tallit
Take 50% off all clearance items

Torah Fund
Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates Conserva-
tive Judaism throughout the world. For information on ways you can
support Torah Fund, contact Ann Rosenzweig, 732-249-9141.
Pins and WL cards are available. For ordering information, please
check the Bulletin Board or contact Ann Rosenzweig, 732-249-9141.
Cards are $5 if sent to you or $4 if hand delivered at a Sisterhood
event.

Amanda Dillman, Advisor

USY/KADIMA Calendar
October, 2015

Wednesday, 9/30, 6:30-8pm
KADIMA Sukkah Night – CBT’s Sukkah
Kadima is flying solo for its first event of the year! We will have pizza
for dinner in the Sukkah and awesome icebreakers and games!

Thursday, 10/1, 7:30-9pm
USY Sukkah Night – Safeer’s Sukkah, East Brunswick
This night promises endless rounds of Heads Up, a Sukkot art project
for the kid in all of us, as well as, you guessed it, yummy food! The
Safeer’s address will be provided via email.

Saturday, 10/10, Time TBD
USY Regional Opening Dance – East Brunswick Jewish Center
Stay tuned for details just as soon as they are received from the region.
There will be no bus for this event given the proximity.
The address of EBJC is 511 Ryders Lane, East Brunswick, NJ.

Sunday, 10/11, Time TBD
KADIMA Regional Opening Program – Summit
Stay tuned for details just as soon as they are received from the region.
Please contact Amanda Dillman at nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com if you
are not already on the email list!

Wednesday, 10/21, Time TBD
USY Israeli Cultural Night – CBT Gym
We’re bringing back an old favorite, complete with an obstacle course,
and ,of course, delicious Israeli food!

Save These Dates!
Tuesday, 11/10 – USY/KADIMA Make Your Own Pizza Night –
CBT

Friday, 11/20 – Sunday, 11/22 – USY Regional Fall Kinnus – Marl-
boro

Tuesday, 11/30 – USY Game Night – CBT

Saturday, 12/5 – USY Regional Membership Program – TBD

Wednesday, 12/9 – USY/KADIMA Hanukkah Party (following
CBT’s Party)

Monday, 12/21 – USY Monster Mini Golf - Edison
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Dear Rabbi Wolkoff,

(In response to last month’s article by the Rabbi)

I felt the need to reply to your editorial in Hakol because of my
immense respect for your intellect, kindness, and wisdom. Your words
have a strong and convincing effect on the congregation. In the conver-
sations we’ve had and in the sermons you’ve delivered, you’ve always
been thoughtful and considered, yet in this piece your argument seems
weak and one-sided, ignoring all countervailing arguments.

I don’t want to address every point you make but to respond to just a
few: Regarding the Cairo speech, here we have a black President with
Muslim ancestors who goes to a Muslim country to boldly defend the
right of Israel to exist, countering the primary argument against Israel,
its legitimacy to exist. He then strongly denounces Holocaust deniers
to the entire Muslim world. You ignore that and focus on his unfortu-
nate argument that Israel’s right to exist is linked to suffering the
Jewish people endured over centuries.

I agree that was not the best argument for him to use but, as a child, my
rabbis explained to me the very same thing. That Israel was in some
way recompense to the Jews for the Holocaust. So why such outrage at
this common notion while completely ignoring the larger point of his
speech? Namely, a robust support of Israel and a strong denunciation
of Holocaust denial that he delivered directly to the Muslim world.

Yes, Obama calls on Israel to do more to promote peace than he does
to Hamas or the Palestinian Authority. Is that because he’s no friend of
Israel or because, like most of the world, he is guilty of the soft bigotry
of low expectations? Don’t we have the obligation - and perhaps the
political capacity - to be smarter than them in addressing the Palestin-
ian problem?

If you were looking to write a “report card” on Obama relative to
Israel you’d have to consider his larger record against the slights you
mention.

Obama increased aid to Israel every single year and gave extra funding
for the Iron Dome (a vital defense weapon without which Israel would
have suffered immeasurably in the last two wars). Ehud Barack,
Israel’s former Minister of Defense, said “The Obama administration
gives backing to Israel's security in a wide, all-encompassing and un-
precedented manner" and “the security ties between us and the current
[Obama] administration are at the highest level they have ever been.
The administration is consistently strengthening the depths of Israel’s
security abilities.”

Obama intervened when Israel’s Cairo embassy was under attack,
saving Israeli diplomats whose lives were at risk. He consistently
defends Israel at the UN, rejected the Goldstone report, and supported
Israel in the Gaza flotilla incident. He proclaimed that anti-Zionism is
anti-Semitism, undermining the argument of BDS supporters.

How can we disparage him wholesale? He’s not perfect, but does any-
one with such a record really deserve to be maligned with such strong
words as “insidiously delegitimizing the Jewish State”?

Disagree? Let’s compare Obama to his predecessors.

Nixon pressured Israel not to destroy the entire Egyptian army in the
Sinai war. Reagan declined to veto a number of UN resolutions criti-
cizing Israel. He condemned the assassination of Khalil al-Wazir (a
founder of Fatah). He supported the UN resolution condemning Israel
for taking out the Osirak reactor in Iraq, and then suspended the sale of
F-16s, stating that Israel had "violated its commitment to use the planes

only in self-defense." Reagan sold Saudi Arabia AWACS (advanced
radar aircraft) ,ignoring Israel ‘s and AIPAC’s vehement protests,
saying "It is not the business of other nations to make American for-
eign policy."

George W. Bush pressured Israel into accepting an independent
Palestinian state living side by side with Israel (i.e. “the road map for
peace,”)) despite staunch opposition by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.
He pressured Israel into holding elections in Gaza and to allow Hamas
to run – despite Israel’s prediction that Hamas would win. We know
what a catastrophe that turned out to be. Lastly, in order to pressure
Israel to stop settlement activities, Bush refused Israel $10B in loan
guarantees they needed to help settle Russian immigrants. Both Yitz-
chak Shamir and AIPAC fought Bush on this and lost.

The existential risk these actions above caused Israel is enormous, yet
I don’t recall many accusations that Reagan or Bush weren’t friends of
Israel. Quite the opposite, actually. Comparing Obama’s actions to his
predecessors’, do you really think that HE’S the one who should make
you feel “insulted” and “assaulted” for his “indefensible and dangerous
campaign against Israel”? Considering Reagan’s arming Israel’s
enemies with F-16s and Bush’s refusal to guarantee $10B in loans,
weren’t THEY waging an “insidious delegitimization of the Jewish
state”?

You say that the result of Obama’s actions are that “47% of Democrats
consider Israel to be a racist state.” How do we know the two are
related? Correlation is not causation. Perhaps Obama is to blame.
Perhaps, Israel itself is to blame for the decades of doing a stunningly
horrible job at PR and at explaining its perspective? Who knows?

Perhaps, it’s related to the fact that “The Good Wife” was on hiatus
when the survey was taken. We don’t know the cause. But most
importantly, why cite the study at all? It was conducted by Frank
Luntz, a Republican pollster who also happens to be recipient of the
2010 PolitiFact “Lie of the Year.” Do you believe his findings are
non-partisan? Reliable? Repeatable?

I also wanted to bring up an important and troubling observation. The
loudest voices in the room when it comes to Israel advocacy are from
the right. They have money, they spend it on Israel advocacy, and they
are vocal. But you know first-hand as a Rabbi that the most strident
voices are not always correct.

B’nai Tikvah is fortunate to have a generous, Israel-loving benefactor
who provides us with Israel-related speakers and presentations. How-
ever, I fear that the programming represents only one perspective about
how to support Israel. It’s been a drumbeat of information representing
one and only one point of view on how to be a true Zionist. I hope you
agree that it has simply not been balanced.

We Americans love our country, yet we criticize its President and
policies – and it doesn’t make us any less patriotic. Similarly, as Jews,
we can love Israel and not agree with all of its actions. One can
disagree with Bibi and still be a dedicated lover and supporter of
Israel. Still be a loyal Zionist.

We Jews hunger for thoughtful arguments and we ought to give all
pro-Israel voices equal weight. At B’nai Tikvah our programming is
part of our nourishment. I hope you agree that we owe our community
a balanced diet.

Respectfully,

Steve Talmud



Page 14 HAKOL bnaitikvah.org October 2015 18 Tishrei - 18 Cheshvan 5776 Volume 37 Issue 2

Daily Schedule of Services

Sunday 9:00 am & 7:30 pm
Monday 7:30 pm
Tuesday 7:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm
Thursday 7:30 am & 7:30 pm
Friday 8:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am

Contributions:

In honor of: _______________________________________

In memory of: _____________________________________

Occasion of: ______________________________________

This donation is being made by:

Name: __________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

Amount of your donation:
{ }$18 { }$36 { }$54 { }$72 { }$118 { }Other

Please Allocate Donations to:

[ ] Bikur Cholim [ ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
[ ] Cantor’s Special Fund [ ] Religious School
[ ] Capital Improvements [ ] Ritual Activities
[ ] Family Shabbat [ ] Shabbat Luncheons
[ ] Israel Youth Travel [ ] Social Action / Tzedakah
[ ] JNF [ ] Sons of Tikvah
[ ] L’Dor VaDor [ ] Torah Restoration
[ ] Library [ ] Yahrzeit
[ ] Nursery School [ ] Youth
[ ] Prayerbooks [ ] General Donation

[ ] Other_________________
*Please send separate checks for these funds.

You can make your contributions online by
clicking the “Giving” link at bnaitikvah.org

Bar Mitzvah
Ethan Wolkoff

Son of Rabbi Wolkoff and
Ruth-Ann Breitler

October 10

Bar Mitzvah
Scott Rubin

Son of Steven and Sharon Rubin
October 17

Bar Mitzvah
Joseph Wolkoff

Son of Rabbi Wolkoff and
Ruth-Ann Breitler

October 10
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following contributors for their generous gifts.
Your special donations make up a part of our synagogue’s total income. We rely on you.

Hakol Donations
August 12, 2015 – September 12, 2015

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Phyllis Saltzman, in memory of her beloved father, Dov Ber
Janis & David Hoffman, in memory of Yale Hoffman beloved

father of David Hoffman
Helene & Gary Tinkel, in memory of Sidney Tinkel
Jerry & Ronnie Levine, in memory of Stanley Levine, beloved

father of Jerry Levine
Arleen & Barry Panson, in memory of Celia Herlands
Joan & Morris Shames, in memory of their beloved daughter,

Stacy Shames Manders

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Susan & Darryl Gurney, in honor of the Marriage of Dan & Marissa
Norman & Dorothy Politziner, in memory of Miriam Stolar
Ellen, Jerry & Alissa Platz, in honor of Cantor Rockman’s

helping Alissa with her Torah Reading

Bikur Cholim Fund

Irit Harchol, thanks to Jill Stone & Gary Bergman
Rose & Jeffrey Berger, in memory of Julius Kestenman,

beloved father of Rose Berger
Lila & David Gottlieb, Thanks to the Bikur Cholim Committee and

our fellow congregants for aiding us recently
Helene & Gary Tinkel, in memory of Lee Finkel, beloved

grandmother of Helene Tinkel
Elaine & Alvin Brackup, in memory of Robert Rubin beloved

brother of Elaine Brackup

Yahrzeit Donations

Phyllis Rich, in memory of her beloved brother, Michael Bernstein
Carole & Howard Kalish, in memory of Rose Kalish,

beloved mother of Howard Kalish
Claire Lazar, in memory of her beloved father, Hyman Wittner
Stephen Breitkopf, in memory of Harry Rosenblum
Keith & Tammy Zimmerman, in memory of Arlene Levitt

beloved mother of Tammy Zimmerman
Richard & Melanie Margolis, in memory of Louis Margolis,

beloved father of Richard Margolis
Vicki & Burt Bauman, in memory of their beloved father

Harry Manheim
Danna, Howard & Jeremy Stein, in memory of Madeline Gaynor
Barry & Rena Lepinsky, in memory Jerome Lepinsky, beloved

father of Barry Lepinsky
Howard & Myra Dickert, in memory of Sylvia Dickert,

beloved mother of Howard Dickert
Wade & Beverly Lebowitz, in memory of Dave Lebowitz,

beloved father of Wade Lebowitz
Barry & Rena Lepinsky, in memory of Fred Piaskowsky,

beloved father of Rena Lepinsky
Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg, in memory of Sidney Gurtov,

beloved father of Joyce Fishelberg

Stephen Breitkop, in memory of his father-in-law, Harry Rosenblum
Linda Katz, in memory of her beloved husband, Paul Katz
Richard Margolis, in memory of Minnie Deixler
Barry & Janice Kipnis, in memory of Frances Kipnis

Library Fund

Blanche Fruhlin, in memory of Sadie Seidenstein

Prayer Book/Chumash Fund

Helene & Gary Tinkel, in memory of Ulrich Strauss

Tikvah for Israel

Gale Dillman, in memory of her beloved sister, Susan Warshaw
Meryl & Wayne Gonchar
Ruth Ann Koenick

Shabbat Luncheon Fund

Gale & Marc Dillman, in honor of the engagement of
Hannah Ehrlich to Jeremy, beloved granddaughter of Anne Brown

Toby Ehrlich, in memory of her beloved father, David Brown
Adrienne & Andrew Ross, in honor of the engagement of

Hannah Ehrlich
Fern, Allan & Marc Katronetsky & Ilan & Yonaton Yares & Family,

in memory of Norma Katronetsky
Fern, Allan & Marc Katronetsky & Ilan & Yonaton Yares & Family,

in memory of Roslyn Katronetsky
Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis, in honor of the engagement

of Hannah Ehrlich to Jeremy Friedman
Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis, in honor of

Ann & Sam Rosenzweig Anniversary & Ann’s Birthday
Harriet Cohen, in honor of the engagement of Hannah Ehrlich

to Jeremy Friedman
Alan & Gay Feinberg, in memory of Lila Feinberg

THE OFFICE THANKS

A special thank you to Joyce Fishelberg, Marlene Buckwald,
Bill Greenberg, Jeryl Roller, Mae Rubinstein & Jay Scheuer
for making June, July & August birthday calls.

A special thank you to Jay Scheuer for his amazing prayer
book repairs and to Phyllis Pinsky for doing beautiful
calligraphy for B’nai Mitzvah and Baby Naming certificates.

A special thanks to Risa, Palmer and Rachel Stolly and
Sharon, Scott, and Mark Rubin and Doris Sandrowitz for
Helping with mailing.
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Candle Lighting
2 6:21 pm
9 6:10 pm

16 5:59 pm
23 5:49 pm
30 5:39 pm

Shabbat Ends
3 7:18 pm

10 7:16 pm
17 6:56 pm
24 6:46 pm
31 6:38 pm

1 18 Tishrei

USY Sukkah Night

2 19 Tishrei

Dinner in the
Sukkah

3 20 Tishrei

Lunch & Learn

4 21 Tishrei

Men’s Club Jets
Game

School in Sukkah
HOSHANA RABA

5 22 Tishrei

Office and School
Closed

SH’MINI ATZERET
(YIZKOR)
HAKAFOT

6 23 Tishrei

Office and School
Closed

SIMCHAT TORAH

7 24 Tishrei

Lunch with Rabbi
Religious School

8 25 Tishrei

Amazing Kreskin

9 26 Tishrei

Birthday Shabbat

10 27 Tishrei

USY Regional
Dance

Bar Mitzvah
Ethan Wolkoff
Joseph Wolkoff

11 28 Tishrei

Religious School
Men’s Club Picnic
and Hike
KADIMA Regional

Opening Program

12 29 Tishrei

Life Line Health Tests
Board of Directors
COLUMBUS DAY

13 30 Tishrei
Speaker

Ken Abramowitz
Book Club
Israel Stamp Club
Men’s Basketball

14 1 Cheshvan

Lunch with Rabbi
Religious School
Sisterhood

15 2 Cheshvan

Bikur Cholim

16 3 Cheshvan

Family Shabbat
Dinner

17 4 Cheshvan

Bar Mitzvah
Scott Rubin

18 5 Cheshvan

Religious School
Men’s Club BBQ
School Committee

19 6 Cheshvan

Sisterhood Board

20 7 Cheshvan

Men’s Basketball

21 8 Cheshvan

Lunch with Rabbi
Religious School
Bible’s Best Ideas
USY Israeli Culture

22 9 Cheshvan

B’nai Mitzvah

23 10 Cheshvan 24 11 Cheshvan

25 12 Cheshvan

Religious School

26 13 Cheshvan

SIP Study Group
Ritual Committee

27 14 Cheshvan

Men’s Basketball

28 15 Cheshvan

Religious School
Rutgers Jewish Film

Festival Begins
Speaker Zeba Jilani,

Swat

29 16 Cheshvan 30 17 Cheshvan 31 18 Cheshvan

28 Iyar June 2011 28 SivanSun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1001 Finnegans Lane
North Brunswick, NJ 08902

PLEASE DELIVER
BEFORE September 30
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INTERMEDIATE DAYS OF SUKKOT
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