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Pharaoh

We each have within us
a pharaoh—the hard
one, the cruel one, the
one who is closed to em-
pathy and faith. When
we are able to find and
uproot the pharaoh who
strangles us from within,
that is the beginning of
our liberation, our truly
becoming whom we
need to be.

What the Exodus
Taught
So pharaonic oppres-
sion, deliverance, Sinai,
Canaan are still with
us, powerful memories
shaping our perceptions
of the political world.
The “door of hope” is
still open; things are
not what they might be
—even when what they
might be isn’t totally
different from what they
are. ... We still believe,
or many of us do, what
the Exodus first taught,
or what it has commonly
been taken to teach,
about the meaning and
possibility of politics
and about its proper
form: first, that wherever
you live, it is probably
Egypt; second, that there is a better place, a world
more attractive, a promised land; and third, that
“the way to the land is through the wilderness.”
There is no way to get from here to there except
by joining together and marching.
—MICHAEL WALZER



