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A Message From Rabbi Robert Wolkoff           

 

 

 

 

 

The great writer Willa Cather once wrote, “There are some 
things you learn best in calm, and some in storm.” As I write 
these words, our area is still reeling from the devastation 
wrought by Superstorm Sandy. And on the other side of the 
world, in Israel, a different storm has begun—a military   
conflict with Hamas in Gaza. We know the damage done  
by Sandy. And we shiver at the thought of the damage that 
could be done in Israel. Here’s a hint: Hamas has fired  
rockets aimed at Dimona, home of Israel’s nuclear reactor.  
And there is a legitimate fear that Hamas will target Tel Aviv 
(which, unfortunately, is within range). 
So, following Cather, what do we learn in storm? 

 

We learn two things. We learn, first, that the situation  
seems almost entirely out of our control. Sandy taught us 
how weak our infrastructure is, how ill-prepared we were/are  
in the face of the power of nature. And we may soon be facing 
extremely powerful storms fueled by global warming that 
will test us again and again. Similarly, in Israel, we see a  
super-sophisticated military power (with one of the best  
anti-missile defense systems in the world) challenging a 
relatively primitive bunch of thugs—but who knows where 
all of this will lead? If there is anything certain about military 
actions, it is uncertainty. We are blessed, during periods of 
calm, with the illusion that we are running the show, that we 
are in control of our own lives. We learn the painful truth in 
a storm. 
 

The second thing we learn, though, is how precious and  
powerful community can be. It happened that we were  
scheduled to celebrate Eve Cukor’s Bat Mitzvah on the  
Shabbat right after the storm—when the power in our  
synagogue was still out. We went through with the Bat  
Mitzvah as best we could, though, and when Eve was called 
 to the bimah, I remarked that from the time of the first Eve, 
women have been bringing light to the world (hence, the 
 custom of women lighting Shabbat candles). And it was  
my hope that, like her namesake, our Bat Mitzvah girl Eve 
would bring us light on this otherwise dark day. Some time 
later, when Eve was called to the Torah for the very first time, 
lo and behold, the lights in the synagogue came back on.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coincidence? Sure, if you believe in that sort of thing. But I 
don’t. And neither, evidently, did the hundreds of people  
who cheered in amazement at this unforgettable event. For  
me, it was a signal, a reminder of what we can mean to each 
other... and an echo of the miracle of Chanukah we soon will 
celebrate, the ultimate example of light emerging from 
darkness. 
 

Knowing that our brothers and sisters in Israel face a storm 
of rockets from the sky (and knowing, as well, that there are 
a lot of innocent civilians in Gaza who will inevitably suffer 
if the situation spins out of control), it is incumbent upon us  
to come together in solidarity, and to offer our heartfelt prayers 
for peace and protection from the storm of violence that  
threatens to engulf the entire region. 
 

It is an odd feeling not knowing, as I write today, what will 
have transpired by the time you read this article. How frightful 
are the clouds that loom on the horizon at this hour! How pow-
erless we are to avert the storm! 

But how comforting to know that we need not—will not—face 
the storm alone. 

This we have learned. 

                                                            Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff 

 

DICKDOOK 
 LESHON GNEBREET 

 
The first Hebrew textbook in America was written 
and published in the American colonies in Boston in 
1735. Titled  Dickdook Leshon Gnebreet, A Gram-
mer of the Hebrew Tongue, the book’s author, Judah 
Monis, MA, created it for Harvard undergraduates. 
(Hebrew was one of the ancient languages required 
for a classical education in earliest times.) 
 
From American Antiquarian Society display at  
The Grolier Society, NYC, 2012 
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         From the Desk of Cantor Bruce Rockman     

 

REJOICE & REBUILD  
12/2/12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the community is in trouble, a person should not say,  
“I will go into my house and eat and drink and be at peace with  
myself.” 
Babylonian Talmud 
 
Normally, I would be writing to you about the wonderful entertainment 
and attractions Rejoice will present; I’m confident that you know 
“Rejoice & Rebuild” is going to be a memorable day, filled with great 
music, food, and fun for the kids.  
 
Aaron Rosloff’s brainchild, Rejoice is one of the wonderful and unique 
events that B’nai Tikvah shares with our community with great pride!  
 
December is a very busy time of the year; we have been planning for 
Rejoice and then everything changed. It is a vast understatement to 
say the last month has been very challenging. Hurricane Sandy,  
which has upended so many lives was, for us, but a shadow of the  
devastation others experienced.  Our difficulties and loss of power 
were a small sample of the losses that our friends & neighbors in  
other parts of our state and coastal New York are living through. 

 
What can we do? As we celebrate at The Rejoice Festival and   
During Chanukah, we will dedicate our joy to rebuilding normalcy in 
the lives of our devastated neighbors.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rejoice Festival and Chanukah are here.  We’ve planned celebra-
tions of our cultural heritage and our annual Chanukah Light the Lights 
party for Wednesday, December 12, following religious school. It is 
good for us to gather and share our experiences and to give Tzedakah.  
 
With each of these events, it has been our custom to do collections  
for people in need. The flyer on the front of this issue of Hakol lists 
the many household items and canned food that we are asking you  
to donate at Rejoice & Rebuild on Sunday, December 2nd.  
 
At the Chanukah Party, our Religious School is asking you to donate 
new unwrapped toys. Can you imagine how difficult the holidays will 
be for so many children this year?  
 
What else can we do? The South Brunswick Area Clergy Association 
is endeavoring to respond to the aftermath of the hurricane by organiz-
ing community groups that will travel to the afected areas.  Besides our 
local ongoing collections, we hope to participate in the clean-up and 
the rebuilding of the distressed areas. 
 
Faith-based organizations, such as B’nai Tikvah and our neighboring 
houses of worship, are going to be depended upon as part of this long- 
term reclamation project. 

 
We will be calling upon you to help. As always, B’nai Tikvah will be 
there for our community. 

 
With Joy! 
Cantor Bruce Rockman  

 

   
SOFER VISIT  —  DECEMBER 2 

 
Every family is invited to sign up for a time 

 to scribe a letter with our Sofer who will visit 
 B'nai Tikvah during  the Rejoice Festival.   

 
Please contact Ruth Ann Koenick at 

 732-828-8141 or rakoenick@gmail.com  
to schedule your appointment.   
The Sofer appointments will be  

available from 1 - 5 pm.   
 

Save the date for the Welcome Home event 
for our new Torah on Sunday, May 5th.  

 

ORT’S JEWISH MEXICO 
 

Jews have lived in Mexico at least since fleeing the Inquisition in 
Spain and Portugal in 1492. Even if they had to keep their religion 
secret, it saved their lives.  
 
Today, ORT is helping their descendents to improve their lives.  
A collaboration between the Colegio Israelita de Mexico and ORT  
Mexico has created an educational Media Training Center. It offers 
students from local Jewish day schools and young adults a variety 
of programs in information technology, science, and technical 
fields that prepare them for a lifelong career in the growing “new 
economy.” 
 
From Brooklyn to Israel to Russia, Worlwide ORT educates about 
300.000 students in 60 countries each year. 



Page  4 HAKOL bnaitikvah.org    December 2012        17 Kislev -  18 Tevet  5773    Volume 34  Issue 4 

 

 
The Newsletter of  

Congregation B’nai Tikvah 
JCC of North & South Brunswick 

1001 Finnegan’s Lane 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

 
Published monthly, except for July and August. Submissions are 
welcomed about Congregation events, group activities, and other 
material relevant to the Jewish community 
 

All Submissions for HAKOL are due by the  
12th of the preceding month 

 
Please send submissions and correspondence via e-mail to: 

 hakol.cbt@gmail.com 
 

All e-mail submissions are acknowledged via e-mail or put 
submissions in the HAKOL Box in the synagogue office. 

All articles are subject to available space and editorial constraints.  
 

ORDER FORMS & FLYERS: 
 Full-page flyers will be reduced to half page or less,  

at the editor’s discretion. 
 

FOR ADVERTISING INFO: 
hakol.cbt@gmail.com 

 

or  
 

Michael Weiss, editor at 732-246-0306 
meweiss@optonline.net 

CarolAnn Harkavy, advertising at 732-438-0796  
CaHarkavy@aol.com 

 

 

FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER SERVICE AND CHANUKAH CELEBRATION 
DECEMBER 14, 2012 6:00 PM – Multi-Purpose Room  —  NOTE: 2nd Friday of the month!! 

Services begin at 7pm 
RSVP a must by December 11, 2012 

 
This program is geared for anyone who has children/grandchildren, etc. between the ages of 2 and 7! 

 
Everyone is welcome – Bring a friend or two!!! 

 
Baked ziti dinner, plain pasta, and mac and cheese, salad and traditional Chanukah food. 

 
PEANUT FREE DINNER AND DESSERT 

 
Name_______________________________________Phone #________________________________________ 

 
Email______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
{ } $18 is enclosed to sponsor the Kiddush. Please announce the following: 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Number of children (up to 12 years)_______(free)  -  Adults____________@ $8.00 each = $_____________ 
 

Make check payable to “Congregation B’ Tikvah”, mark your envelope “FAMILY SHABBAT DINNER” 
Drop off at the office or mail to the synagogue 

1001 Finnegans Lane  North Brunswick, NJ 08902 
Contact Bobbi Binder 732-274-2797 or eemaof3@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Israel Flying Aid, the Israeli global humanitarian organization,                                                                                                                                                       
which was first to land in Haiti following the 2010 earthquake, has 
been distributing large supplies of gas to hospitals and food, batter-
ies,    and generators to Hurricane Sandy victims. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
"We have many years of disaster relief experience," said Israel      
Flying Aid North American Operations Manager Moti Kahana.  
"Israel Flying Aid, in having Israelis on the ground here in New   
York and New Jersey, has made Israel the only foreign nation to 
provide humanitarian assistance to the US  during this disaster.  

“We are working in coordination with FEMA, local police, the   
American Red Cross and Jewish communities in New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut." 
 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

ISRAEL FLYING AID 
To Victims of Sandy 
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 ANOTHER VIEWPOINT 

 
 

Early Intervention 
 
 
When I was in second grade, a new boy came into our class. The 
teacher asked the boy to stand up and introduce himself. He said  
“my name is Hymie.” But instead of the note of the second syllable on 
the downside, he closed on the up as though asking a question.  
The class broke into laughter. I felt terribly sorry for the kid as I had 
gone through that kind of teasing myself. Of course, I didn’t laugh  
but I was upset and hurting. I sympathized with Hymie but was power-
less to do anything. At age six or seven, there are very few socially 
conscious children who can verbalize their distress, so I said nothing. 
 
Although I understood this kid’s embarrassment, I was still early on 
with my own problems regarding English and classroom culture. My 
parents, wonderful and helpful people all of their lives, had no clue 
how to prepare a child for school, especially in a country to which they 
were themselves were trying to adapt. They kept me at home where  
we spoke only Yiddish instead of sending me to Kindergarten, because 
they viewed Kindergarten as just a place to play and pass the time.  
“He can play at home.” All it took was an empty cereal box or a large 
paper bag and I could be a soldier or a policeman or a rabbi. Besides, 
my mother’s younger sisters lived with my grandparents in the same 
building and they would play with me when they could. 
 
But none of these things had prepared me for the discipline of school 
or interactions with other kids in a classroom setting. For instance,  my 
teacher, Mrs. Aarons (How can I forget her name?), mistook my  igno-
rance for poor eyesight. She insisted that I have my eyes         exam-
ined. When the optometrist, Dr. Sims (I’ll never forget his name  ei-
ther) insisted that he could find nothing wrong with my eyes, Mrs. 
Aarons insisted that I have glasses or she would “take steps.” My 
greenhorn parents took me back to Dr. Sims, who said, “I can’t find 
anything wrong but if they want glasses I’ll make him glasses.” So I 
got glasses and developed an astigmatism. 
 
When the teacher said to bring holly to make Christmas ornaments, I 
thought she meant challah, so when I told my mother that the teacher 
had asked us to bring challah for Christmas decorations, she gave me 
the look that said “Are you sure?”  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I said yes, that’s what she said. In those days teachers were almost  
Godlike, so Momma complied. I  didn’t make any ornaments. 

 
When spring came, the teacher showed us a packet of seeds and said 
that if anyone would bring in a flower box with soil she would give us 
a packet of seeds and show us how to plant them. Momma got me a 
box from Breakstone’s Cream Cheese which in those days came in a 
wooden box from which the grocer would remove the cheese and cut 
slices to order. The box was about twelve inches long, and four inches 
top and bottom. With the top off it became a perfect window box. 
 
Outside of a park there were few places to get soil in the Bronx, but I 
took a kitchen spoon and dug up soil from the tree in front of the 
Catholic Church on our block. When I brought the box with me to 
school, the teacher took a pencil and showed me how to make holes in 
the soil and drop in three or four seeds. Then she said that if I kept it 
watered I would have flowers, but to me it just looked like a box of 
mud, so I threw it out. 
 
Do I believe in early intervention? Boy, do I! Until I got to the 7th 
grade and found out that I could write, I hated school and couldn’t wait 
to get out. College? My father would have worked a second job to pay 
for it. But no thanks – I had  had enough. Yes, early intervention can 
make the difference between a struggle and an enriching educational 
experience. I know; I have seen it in others all my life. 
 
It can be even more important with the children of immigrants from 
non-English speaking countries. If we are going to continue to allow 
immigration, as we should, then we must help prepare them to absorb 
as much education and American culture as they are capable and desir-
ous of having. For both moral and practical reasons, that is the best 
way to turn them into future citizen assets instead of dependents. 

 
If I may go back to my “eye problems” for a minute. I wonder how 
come Mrs. Aarons didn’t realize that I could recognize cat, dog and 
mouse, but that I couldn’t see a giraffe. I still don’t know how to say 
giraffe in Yiddish. 

 
Aaron Rosloff 

 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation B’nai Tikvah is accepting monthly or                                  
quarterly payments by credit cards. There will be no 
additional processing fee.                                                                            
. 

You pick the day of the month and we will process your payment. 
 Call the office at 732-297-0696 

 

 
BUY GIFT CARDS  

for 
 

STOP 'N SHOP, SHOPRITE , ACME, A&P, HOME DEPOT, 
LOX STOCK & DELI, PARTY FAIR-KENDALL PARK 

 
IN THE MAIN OFFICE   

Monday thru Thursday: 9:00am - 5:00pm 
Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

 
IN THE LOBBY OF THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Sunday 9:00am - noon  (when school is in session) 
 

If these hours are inconvenient for you, please call Sherry 
Valan 

at the synagogue office and we'll work something out. 
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I do hope all my Kadima families are safe after the 
horrible Hurricane Sandy.  I know many were without 
power for too long, including  myself.  Because  
of Sandy, we needed to reschedule our Lock-In from 
November 10th.  It will be rescheduled to a later date 
Once everyone is back to normal.  
  
 October 22nd  
 Pizza & BINGO in the Youth Lounge.  The 12 mem-
bers who attended had a great time getting  
together for our 1st event in our Youth Lounge.  The winners all  
won chocolate bars & I was nice enough to buy all who played  
a smaller bar. 
  
October 28th  
Opening Regional event in South Orange  
& we had 3 members attend.  They all had a blast together seeing  
their friends from Encampment. 
  
By the time you read this, we will have had the following event – 
  
November 18th  
Joint Mall Scavenger Hunt w/ the East Windsor Chapter. 
  
November 30-December 2nd  
Regional Shabbaton in East Windsor for those attending. On December 
1st, there will be a dance open to those going to the Shabbaton & any-
one else who just wants to go to the dance.  After the dance, there will 
be an 8th grade Lock-In.  They are always a great time for everyone. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
  
December 2nd  
Rejoice Festival 12-6 pm 
Great music, Hanukah Vendors Fair and family entertainment 
  
December 12th  
B'nai Tikvah’s Hanukkah Party, a night of fun for all.  
  
December 20th  
Please arrive promptly by 6 pm.  USY will be joining us this year.  
We will be setting up an assembly line to pack food & hygiene kits in  
boxes for distribution to needy families in the United States.  Please  
wear comfortable shoes.  At the end of the evening, you can get 
community hours if you need them.  Please RSVP by 12/16.  
  
All communication in addition to the Hakol articles each month will be 
going out through weekly emails.  Please make sure if you change your 
email address during the year to let me know. 
  
Need-based scholarships are available to help with some of the costs 
for programs. Please contact Steve Juro at 732-960-1215 for  require-
ments to qualify. All conversations are confidential and we appreciate 
the same respect. 
  
Contact me with questions or concerns throughout the year!  If you 
need another application, just ask. 
  
Jordana Andersen (732) 422-7457 
btkadima@gmail.com 
 

 
Emilee Botnick’s Bat Mitzvah Project 

 
For my Bat Mitvah project, I worked with the United States  
Soccer Federation’s Passback Program. I collected new and 
gently used soccer equipment for those who would like to enjoy 
the game of soccer but are not fortunate enough to be able to 
have the equipment to play.  
 
I chose my Bat Mitzvah project because soccer is a big part of 
my life.  I enjoy it and want other people to enjoy the game as 
well.  Soccer is a wonderful, enjoyable, and interesting game 
and I think everyone should be exposed to it and have the 
equipment needed to play it, if they want to. By helping the 
people who need to be helped by providing them with cleats, 
socks, shin guards, and soccer balls, they will be able to enjoy 
the game even more.  My goal is to help the people in need and 
to help share the joy of the game of soccer.   
 
 

 
 
 

I have collected almost five large bins of stuff and soon will be 
delivering it to a local community soccer club in New Jersey. I 
cannot wait to see the impact I have had on many little and big 
kids’ lives.  
                                                                           Emilee Botnick 
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I can’t believe we’re already onto our 2nd month of fun with USY!  
We have many more fantastic events coming this month.  
 
But first, let’s recap what we’ve done so far! 
 
Our OPENING EVENT, at Eagle’s Landing Day Camp at Mill Road 
was a HUGE success! We had more than 25 USYers in attendance 
who enjoyed spending time with the Kadimaniks, playing gaga, swim-
ming, playing volleyball, mini-golfing, and more! There was delicious 
pizza, snacks, and even ice pops for dessert. A good time was had by 
all! 
 
By the time you read this article, we already will have run another  
successful Rosh Ha’Shanah Food Drive (9/17-9/25), heard our 
2012-2013 USY President, Arielle Weg, make a beautiful speech  
at Rosh Ha’Shanah services, and had a wonderful time doing some 
serious bonding at our Gender Bonding event (9/20). 
 
We had some very exciting events this October! 

 
Wednesday, 10/3 – SUKKAH NIGHT – 6:30-8pm – Home of Danny 
& Caryl Greenberg 
A night of fun in the Greenberg’s Sukkah! There where friends, plenty 
of food, and your favorite and mine, karaoke!!! It was NSBUSY’s 
first-ever karaoke in the Sukkah. We  also played Sukkot-themed  
Taboo and a few rounds of Apples to Apples.  

 
Saturday, 10/13 – REGIONAL OPENING DANCE – Springfield, NJ 
Everyone had a fabulous evening of dancing and catching up with 
USY friends they hadn’t seen in a while. ll cost $10 and the dance will 
cost $8. 
 
Tuesday, 10/23 – IRON CHEF NIGHT – 6:30-8pm – Kitchen (near 
gym) at B’nai Tikvah 
If you like food and some friendly competition, NSBUSY’s very own 
Iron Chef Night was for you! This was our first-time-ever running this 
event and it turned out to be a blast! We had a  list of ingredients, 
broke everyone into teams, and tested who came up with the best 
concoction! This delicious event was free of cost!  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS FOR DECEMBER  

2012: 
  

 December    2   REJOICE & 
                 REBUILD 
 December  15   Regional Dance 
 December  20    Kadima USY Feed  
                 the Children 

 
Please check your email each 

week for updates from 
nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com 

 
 
Need-based scholarships are available to help with some of the costs  
of USY programs.  Please contact Steve Juro at 732-960-1215.  All 
conversations are strictly confidential. 
 
Applications are available online at http://www.bnaitikvah.org/
usyform.html 
 
 
Amanda Dillman  
nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com 
908-930-2526 
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BE A TATTLETALE 
 

Please let us know when a                           
congregant or family can                            
use our caring support. 
Contact Rabbi Wolkoff 

or the Bikur Cholim Committee 
at bikur@bnaitikvah.org 

Or call the office 
732-297-0696 

 

B’nai Tikvah’s COLLEGE CONNECTION… 
Please complete and return the form at the BT website bnaitikvah.org/college.html in order to  
enable your college student(s) to receive care packages from the BT College Committee throughout the year.   
Thanks!  B’shalom, Phyllis Safeer  732-432-9622   PBJSR@comcast.net 

 
Congregant Name:    ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congregant Address:   ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congregant Email:    ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student(s) Name:    ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Student(s) Date of Birth:  _______________________Student(s) Year: ________________________  
                                                                                                          (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior) 
 
Student(s) email:    _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student(s) School:   
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Student(s) Mailing Address: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dates of 2013 spring break:   __________________________________ 

** Please note that College Connection care packages are limited to children of Congregants ** 

 

 
Bikur Cholim 
Time Change 

 

The Bikur Cholim committee has changed                                                            
its meeting time from 6 PM to 8 PM on the                                                       

third Thursday of each month.  

We are looking for congregants who would like to join our       
committee and believe that 8 PM will be a much more convenient 
time for you to attend our monthly meetings.   

We care deeply about our congregants during their times of     
need.  We tailor our support-based services to each congregant’s 
situation.  

 There are many ways you can support this committee - - from     
sending a card, making a phone call, delivering our baskets to     
the hospital, cooking a meal, picking up a few groceries, taking a 
home-bound congregant to a doctor’s appointment, or playing a 
game of cards with the patient.   

We want to serve our community in as comprehensive a way        
as possible, so bring your ideas and come and work with Bikur 
Cholim. 

ENTERTAINMENT 2013 
 
If you had an Entertainment 2012 Book it has expired. Time to 
buy a new Entertainment 2013 Book!  If you never had one, then it  
is time to INVEST in a new 2013 Entertainment Book!!  
 
The book is only $30 and with all of the BOGO (buy one get one) 
coupons and $$ off all types of restaurants, car rentals, retails stores, 
on-line stores, dry cleaning, etc., you can get back your $30 and more 
in savings!!!  
 
Do pick up a book in our Great Sisterhood Gift Shop or buy  
one from Sherry Valan in the office or Sundays mornings when she 
 is selling gift cards.  
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 Eat in or Take Out 
Catering for all occasions 

 
Heritage Plaza 

228 Ryders Lane 
Milltown, NJ                    

 
  Phone: 732-214-8900 

Fax: 732-214-0555 
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Ann Ruth Nimberg 
Religious School Principal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Difficult times remind us of the importance of family, friends, and  
community. In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy and the subsequent 
nor’easter, the need to need to come together is so important.   Please 
continue to send in tzedakah.  The money collected so far will go to 
Hurricane Sandy Relief. 
  
Recently, Religious School Director Susan Bernstein, at Temple Beth 
El in Rochester contacted me.  Her students had made cards and letters 
to send to our CBT Religious School students.  They wanted  
to let us know that they were thinking of us. As we continued our  
conversation, we decided that we would like to keep the connection 
going and decided to become pen pals and perhaps even Skype.   Our 
hope is that our students would be able to meet in the future. This is a 
wonderful positive that emerged from a negative. 
 
 I thank Co-Chairs Aimee Webber, Suzanne Oliver, Lauren Cohen, 
 and the liaisons for their efforts in keeping the Religious School 
 families informed of the hurricane’s impact on school activities.  I  
also thank the Religious School staff for changing their plans and  
coming in to teach on Sunday, November 11th.   It is a privilege to 
work with such dedicated people. 
 
The Dalet Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program will be held on Sunday,  
December 9th ‘at 9:30 in the Conference Room.  Also on December 
 9th is the Chai Breakfast with the Rabbi.  The breakfast with parents 
begins at 10:00 in the gym.  The discussion with the students will 
begin at 10:30. 
 
The first Aleph Family Education Program will be held on Sunday, 
December 16th.  The Aleph students and their families will be design-
ing the t-shirts the students will be wearing for their Aleph Naming 
Ceremony in January.  The program will begin at 9:30 in the gym. 
Please send in a plain white t-shirt that you and your child can  
decorate. 
 
All programs begin after minyan. While waiting for a program to 
 begin, join minyan or enjoy a nosh. 
 
The Religious School Annual Hannukah Family Event will take place 
on Wednesday, December 12th, at 6:15.  Bring your menorahs and join 
us for a fun-filled evening 
 
 
 

 
 
 Please continue to send in pennies for the Torah Project.  Our goal is 
to collect more than 300,000 pennies.  All classes that participate will 
be treated to a party. 
 
B’Shalom, 
Ann Ruth Nimberg 
Education Director 
 
 

 
DECEMBER EVENTS 

 
December  9                        Dalet Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program 
                                             Chai Breakfast with the Rabbi 
 
December 12                        Family Hannukah Event 
 
December 16                        Aleph Family Education Program 
 
December 23-January 1      Winter Break 
 

 
  

Mensch Of The Month 
 
 

      September                      October 
 
K-1 Andrew Melcher Shane Bermess 
Grade 2 Connor Lawson Liam Rosen 
Aleph Caroline Egerman Carly Rosen 
Bet Zoie Kremer DJ Glassman 
Gimmel Cara Spivak  William Hoffman 
Dalet Eva Tell  Gillian Miller   
 Samuel Jiorle  Mitchell Fisher 
Hei Jenna Cohen  Ari Denlow 
  
A mensch is a Yiddish word that means "a person of integrity." 
A mensch is someone who is responsible, has a sense of right and 
wrong, and is the sort of person other people look up to -  - 
"a good guy." 
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

 
Asked of Katy Ben Gal,  B’nai Tikvah Dalet Teacher, 

by Ann Ruth Nimberg 
 

What can you tell me about yourself and your family? 
I am married and I have four great sons.  I have worked in Jewish 
education for 28 years.  I worked at Marlboro Jewish Center,  
Freehold Jewish Center, and Solomon Schechter.  I speak five 
languages fluently. 
 
Who has been the most influential person in your life? Why? 
My parents have been the most influential.  They are Holocaust 
survivors. 
 
What do you like to do for fun? 
I am a full-time student at Mercer Community College.  I am study-
ing art and sculpture. 
 
If you were to make a list of the top ten things you would like to 
do in your life, what would be number one and why? 
I would travel and paint. 
 
If you were stranded on a desert island, what would be your two 
“must have” items? 
I would want music and good food. 
 
What one sentence best describes you and why? 
Because I grew up in a different environment, I am sensitive to hu-
manity. 
 
Why did you decide to go into Jewish education? 
I wanted to give something back. 
 
How long have you been teaching at CBT? 
This is my first year. 
 
Do you work in any other field? 
No 
 

 

 
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 

 
Asked of Marilyn Cohen, B’nai Tikvah Music Teacher, 

 by Ann Ruth Nimberg 
What can you tell me about yourself and your family? 
I am married; I have two children and five grandchildren and they 
are what defines me. I have been teaching music for many years. I 
have worked at Solomon Schechter, Freehold Jewish Center, and 
East Brunswick Jewish Center. 
 
Who has been the most influential person in your life? Why? 
My dad was the most influential person in my life. He was very 
involved in Judaism and influenced me to do what I do. 
 
What do you like to do for fun? 
I am a serious, amateur photographer. 
 
If you were to make a list of the top ten things you would like to 
do in your life, what would be number one and why? 
I would travel. 
 
If you were stranded on a desert island what would be your two 
“must have” items? 
I would want a stack of books, my best friend, and my guitar. I 
know that is three things. 
 
What one sentence best describes you and why? 
I am a realist. I am happy with my lot. It is what it is. 
 
Why did you decide to go into Jewish education? 
L’Dor V’Dor. 
 
How long have you been teaching at CBT? 
This is my third year. 
 
Do you work in any other field? 
I am a music teacher and I also do Tot Shabbats. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
ART AUCTION 

SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 2 



Page  12 HAKOL bnaitikvah.org    December 2012        17 Kislev -  18 Tevet  5773    Volume 34  Issue 4 

 

 
PARTY POEMS 

 
Some events in our lives our memories spark. 
The dates on our calendars we want to mark. 
Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations too 
Can seem truly historic when they happen to you. 
 
One way to acknowledge your loved one’s special time 
Is to express your excitement in meter and rhyme. 
If you’ll give me the facts and make them specific 
We’ll come up with a tribute that’s warmly terrific. 
 
The cost of this assistance is minimal and fair, 
Just a dollar a line will quickly get us there. 
Whatever the occasion and whatever its theme 
All of the profits go to Bikur Cholim. 
 
                    Harriet 732-297-5298  

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS!!! 
Now only $30.00 for 2013 

START SAVING IMMEDIATELY 
Discounts on dining, shopping and services 
 Buy-one-get-one-free and 50%-off 
 Extra savings at entertainment.com 
 Frequent Values® program provides ongoing 20% 
Dscounts with select merchants 
 Printable coupons for special offers   
 Travel savings on airfare, hotels and car rentals 
Discounts for online e-tailers  
New and exciting updates and information 

Call Barry Safeer (432-9622)  
or the synagogue office (297-0696) to order. 

 
Order online at www.Bnaitikvah.org. 

Consignment orders accepted. We deliver! 
Make all checks payable to Congregation B'nai Tikvah. 

Buy an Out-of Town Book For Your Next Vacation. 

Each issue of Hakol reaches more than 400 Jewish households. It is one of the most cost-effective ways to reach our community. 
Hakol is published monthly, except for July and August. Advertisers get free hyperlinks to their websites at bnaitikvah.org. 
 

Advertising rates for 2011-2012 
 

 
 

 
Contact:  CarolAnn Harkavy  732-438-0796  or  CaHarkavy@aol.com  
The deadline for your submissions is the 12th of the previous month. 

Size Artwork 
(W x H) 

Annual Contract 
(10 Issues) 

Single Issue 

Full page 8” x 10.5” $675 $100 

½  page 3.75” x 10.5”  or  8” x 5” $525  $80 

¼ page 3.75” x 5” $400  $60 

Business card 2” x 3.5” $300  $45 

A Chinese waiter, only one year in New York, came up and in fluent impeccable Yiddish asked them if everything was okay and if they 
were enjoying the holiday. 
 
The Jewish men were dumbfounded. “Where did he ever learn such perfect Yiddish?” they both thought. After they paid the bill they 
asked the restaurant manager, an old friend of theirs, “Where did our waiter learn such fabulous Yiddish?”  
 
The manager looked around and leaned in so no one else would hear and said... “Shhhh. He thinks we're teaching him English.” 
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Save the Date 
 

 
 
Sunday, December 16th  
 
 Join us for Sushi making!  
 This is a Sisterhood and Men’s Club  
 Joint Program. 
 
Thursday, January 10th, 2013  
 
  Make-Your-Own Amazing Chocolate Gift Basket Class.  
 
Saturday, March 30th, 2013  
 
 New date for Passover Poker.  
 Please join us for Passover Poker  
 starting at 8:15 pm. 
 
Membership  

  It's never too late to join Sisterhood.  Please contact Caryl         
 Greenberg at 908-216-7616 or Brenda Sherman at 732-940-1110    
 if you are interested in getting involved.  Sisterhood would love to      
welcome you.  

Gift Shop  

  Store Hours: Wednesday 4PM-6:15PM, Sunday 9AM-12PM, or   
 by  appointment.  Call Serena Blackin at 732-390-9515. 
  

The Gift Shop will have a table at Rejoice 

 
 ** HAVE AN UPCOMING B'NAI MITZVAH,                                                                  
 OR KNOW SOME ONE WHO DOES? ** 
    
 VISIT THE GABRIELI TALLIT TRUNK SHOW AT REJOICE- 
 DIRECT FROM ISRAEL! 

 
Tallit 
Tablecloths 
Art 
Jewelry 
Judaica  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Action - 
 
 For the month of December, Sisterhood will be collecting the  
 following items for the South Brunswick Food Pantry: 
 
GAS CARDS 
 
HOLIDAY ITEMS:  
 
 stuffing, corn bread mix, cranberry sauce, turkey (if you are not in 
 need of your free one), canned chicken broth, canned vegetables 
 

COFFEE 

 

 These items can be brought to any Sisterhood meeting/event or  
 contact Caroline Scharf at 732-735-1345 to  arrange a convenient 
 collection time.  Thank you for your support! 

Torah Fund  

  Your Torah Fund contribution strengthens and perpetuates          
 Conservative Judaism throughout the world. For information on 
 ways you can support Torah Fund, contact Ann Rosenzweig at      
 732-249-9141.  

 

Mitzvah Baskets  

 Having a B’nai Mitzvah or other simcha? Let Sisterhood decorate 
 the bima with two non-perishable food baskets that match your color 
 scheme! We also deliver the baskets for use at other synagogues so 
 tell your local friends about this service! For more information or to 
 order your bima baskets ,please contact Andrea Katz: macys 
mommm@aol.com or 732-329-0687  

 

Mazel Tosses  

 Enhance the simcha of your child’s special day by having Sister-
 hood make up soft-candy-filled bags to sweeten the day! Also great 
 for an ufruf. Contact Joyce Gerbman: Gerbsfam@aol.com or             
732- 937-5114.  

Mahjong Cards  

Keep your eyes open for the 2013 Mahjong card order form. Prices 
remain the same, which is $8.00 for large cards and $7.00 for stan-
dard. Forms will be due January 25, 2013. Contact Fern  Katronetsky 
at 732-422-4321 if you have any questions. 

Purim Baskets  

 Please be on the lookout for Purim Basket information. Ordering 
 details will be available at the end of December/beginning of     
 January.  
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Phyllis Denenberg,  
Nursery School Director  
 

 
The Nursery Classes celebrated Thanksgiving in their own special 
way.  The 2 ½’s, 3’s, and Pre-K classes, wearing beautiful costumes 
that they created, sang songs, and prepared a yummy feast that was 
shared with their families in the social hall.  Thank you, Mrs. Orlan’s 
and Mrs. Horn’s classes and their families for sponsoring the Thanks-
giving feast. 
 
Thank you PAC parents for helping us set up and for preparing the side 
dishes. Our special guests included people from Sterling Adult Day 
Care. 
 
We appreciate all the donations made to our Chanukah Regifting  
Boutique.  Any items that did not sell were donated to various local 
charities including Elijah’s Promise and Jewish Family Services. 
 
December 3rd will be Picture Day for our school. 
 
In conjunction with our unit on Community Helpers, the Pre-K will  
be going on a field trip to Magyar Bank on Route 27 on Tuesday,  
December 4th. We intend to bring all our tzedakah (charity) to be put 
into the coin counting machine to see how much tzedakah has been 
raised.  Every Friday, in honor of Shabbat, tzedakah is collected. 
On Wednesday, the 5th, Sally Earles, a mail carrier will be visiting and 
on Thursday, the 6th, a dental hygienist will be teaching us how to keep 
our mouths clean and healthy. 
 

The first night of Chanukah is Saturday night, December 8th. 
All classes have made special projects for Chanukah.  Many have 
learned the Brachot (blessings) for lighting the Menorah. 
 
On Monday, December 10th,  we will be having our annual Chanukah 
Party.  After being entertained by our talented children, Uncle John’s 
Puppets will entertain us.  Thank you, Mrs. Winter’s class, for sponsor-
ing the Chanukah refreshments. Thank you PAC parents for all your 
preparation. 
 
On Tuesday, December 11th, the Pre-K class will be going to the  
Regency Heritage Nursing Home to sing for the residents.  The  
children also will draw pictures for the residents to hang up in their 
rooms. What Mitzvah children we have here!  We are so proud of 
them!! 
 
Please note that conferences for Mrs. Winter’s 3 year old class will 
take place on Thursday, December 13th, and Friday, December 14th.  
Conferences for Mrs. Horn’s Pre-K and Mrs. Orlan’s 2 ½-year classes 
will take place on Monday December 17th.  There will be regular ses-
sions for all classes on those dates.  Parents need to sign up for confer-
ences a week or so before the scheduled dates. 
 
Reminder:  School will be closed for Winter Break from Friday 
December 21st   through Tuesday, January 1st.  Classes will resume 
on Wednesday, January 2nd. 
 
We wish you and your family a Happy Chanukah! 
See you in 2013! 
Phyllis G. Denenberg, Director 

 

  
             NURSERY SCHOOL 

Men’s Club 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Men’s Club will hold a joint program with Sisterhood,                     
Sushi making with Ricki Dayan. Learn how to make and then enjoy 
eating kosher sushi with Sisterhood and the Men’s Club.              

 
Sunday, December 16th, at 10:00 am 

Please RSVP to 
 Phyllis at 732-432-9622 or pbjsr@comcast.net  

or 
 Steve at 732-329-0687 or skatz56@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting will on Sunday, January 13. There will be a Blood 
Drive on that day. Come and join us for both events. 

On Sunday, February 3, Conservative Jews around the world         
will celebrate the mitzvah of Tefillin at morning minyan, joining 
thousands of other in the eighth annual “World Wide Wrap,”        
sponsored by the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs (FJMC).      
Come join us. 

 

 

 

 



Page  15 HAKOL bnaitikvah.org    December 2012        17 Kislev -  18 Tevet  5773    Volume 34  Issue 4 

 

 

 
Blown Away 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sandy came and went. Most of us got off lucky with just a few 
hours of no power but others close to us have lost nearly every-
thing. It’s hard for those who have had significant losses to hear 
this but, for many of us, the storm has had a positive effect of 
bringing us closer together. With four-high-capacity TiVos in our 
house, there is always something “on” to get in the way of real 
communication. I often joke that when my wife and I have words,  
I rarely get to use mine. But, for four days and cold nights, we 
enjoyed the experience of getting to know each other again. Our 
kids in Lawrenceville weren’t affected but nearly the all roads  
in their neighborhood were blocked and there was no practical way 
for us to get there. 
 
Tuesday morning, there was knock on our door and I was quite 
astonished (but not totally surprised) to see Cantor Rockman. 
He was driving around, where he could, to visit congregants.  
I suspected the power was out at the synagogue because the  
remote security cameras I installed were not working. 
 
I normally do not attend Thursday morning Minyan as I am  
usually not awake much before 9 AM but, that week, my internal 
clock as well as most of those in my house were not functioning 
too well. When I got to the synagogue after 7 AM, I was heartened 
to see that my presence wasn’t needed to make the Minyan. The 
service that morning reflected the spirit of community that we all 
felt.  
 
We held the service in the lobby, facing the windows with all  
the curtains opened. The sun and each other filled the room with 
warmth as we held the normally brief Torah service. We knew 
that Saturday’s service would be a challenge, without heat,  
lighting, or microphones but, shortly after the Shema, the lights 
came back on and the sound system was available just in time for 
Eve Cukor’s Haftorah and subsequent “Thank You” speech.  
 
I’m looking forward to the next moving experience at 
B’nai Tikvah, minus the wind, water, and power outage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the President  From the President   
 

Mitzvah 613… 
Experience of a Lifetime 

 
 
 

Like any great, major event, it is hard to pinpoint exactly why the 
Torah Fair on October 28 was so successful. For me, it 
began listening to Ruth Anne Koenick share “a few words” about 
this exciting venture on the High Holidays.  Even with the antici-
pation, I could not really appreciate what was to come. 
 
As someone who has planned a lot of programs in my life, the 
most nerve-wracking moments are in the minutes before the pro-
gram begins, wondering if people will actually attend the program.  
When I got to Bnai Tikvah at 10:10 for a 10am program, there 
were almost no seats left in the sanctuary.   
 
Hearing “our” sofer speak was an amazing experience for me.  
He is not only a well-spoken person, engaging and articulate, 
but incredibly knowledgeable. I knew some of what he taught us, 
but much of it was brand new.  I know that the Torah is sacred 
but, I did not realize how sacred the process of writing it is. 
There is so much that goes into it and so much that the sofer him-
self needs to know.  I was, and still am, totally  
captivated by the experience of having listen to him. 
 
I loved the set up in the gym! The 400 people who attended all had 
things to do and somehow there were no lines to wait on.  The 
childrenall were occupied with activities (many food-related, my 
favorite!) and there was so much to do for adults as well.  There 
was such a great “buzz” in the room, appreciative comments and 
noises.  I found myself smiling even as I walked around alone. 
 
I have been a member of a synagogue my entire life.  My 
parents were members of a synagogue when I was growing up 
and I always belonged to synagogues when I lived in New York. 
During all of those years, however, I have never been a part of a 
process like this.  It is so exciting.  I will always remember that I 
was a part of a community that helped to write a Torah. 
 
Stacey Rockman 
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  A HISTORY OF EXTRAORDINARY BEGINNINGS. 
 
  For all your weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvah celebrations and 
  family traditions, we have the Marriott for you. From a beautiful 
  ballroom setting to first class service and accommodations, the 
  dedicated team at the Princeton Marriott at Forrestal will ensure 
  your once in a lifetime event is perfect down to the last detail. 
 
  For more information, call 609.452.7800 or 
  visit PrincetonMarriott.com. 
 
  Princeton Marriott At Forrestal 
  100 College Road 
  Princeton, NJ 08540 
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KENDALL PARK                    

 

   Linda J. Fellen, Esq. 
 
                       FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC 
                        ATTORNEYS at LAW. 
   200 Craig Road 
   Manalapan, NJ 07726 
 
   (732) 431-0473 
   (732) 780-3533 Fax 
   linda@fellenlaw.com 
  www.fellenandfellen.com 

 

              LYNNE WEISSMARSHALL 
                     NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
 
20 INDIANCREEK ROAD 
MATAWAN, NJ 07747 
732-310-5665   Also available in the 
732-297-2673 fax  synagogue office 
weissmar@optonline.net      

 

GIFT CARDS TO LOWER YOUR DUES 
 

STOP 'N SHOP, SHOPRITE , ACME, A&P, HOME DEPOT 
LOX STOCK & DELI, PARTY FAIR-KENDALL PARK 

 
IN THE MAIN OFFICE   

Monday thru Thursday: 9:00am - 5:00pm 
Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 

 
IN THE LOBBY OF THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Sunday 9:00am - noon 
(when school is in session) 

 
If these hours are inconvenient for you,  

please call Sherry Valan 
at the synagogue office  

and we'll work something out. 

 
Sometimes, your editorial staff at HAKOL needs feature items to fill out a column. 

(This non-news item is one example.) 
If you have something HAKOL can share with the congregation, such as: 

useful information, a joke, an interesting or uplifting story, tips for living, a good life, etc. 
 send it to Hakol.cbt@gmail.com 
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    Fax : (732) 329-2228 

HAIMM 
MEMORIAL 
CENTER 
 
WOODBRIDGE      MEMORIAL GROUP  
MONUMENTS 
 

ROBERT KATZ 
732-238-5213 

 
10 MAIN STREET * WOODBRIDGE, NJ 07095 

t800-729-0582 * f 732-750-0120 

SSPRUNG 

Monday-Saturday 8am-8pm 
Sunday 8am-5pm 

 
Mother: “You know something, Ben?  

Those toys we gave the children for Hanukah  
are very educational.” 

 
Father: “Yeah, they taught me how little 

 I can get for a dollar!” 

 

Reading for Pleasure 
 
Books are a vital, stimulating part of life. Congregation members 
who enjoy reading and discussing them - - along with socializing and 
snacking - - meet (usually) on the second Tuesday of every other 
month. 
 
December 11   Midnight’s Children  (Salman Rushdie) 
February 12   Sima’s Undergarments for Women   
          (Ilana Stanger-Ross) 
April 9      The Dovekeepers  (Alice Hoffman) 
June 11     The Invisible Bridge  (Julie Orvinger) 
 
We choose member-recommended books, by consensus, and read 
each before it’s discussed. We meet in each other’s homes and take 
turns volunteering as facilitator or hostess or both. 
 
If you’re interested in participating, just check the CBT website and 
click on “Book Club” for more information. 

A woman goes to the post office to buy stamps for her 
Chanukah cards. 
She says to the clerk, "May I have 50 Chanukah stamps?" 
The clerk says, "What denomination?" 
The woman says, "Oh my God. Has it come to this? Give 
me 6 Orthodox, 36 Conservative, and 8 Reform." 
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Total Party 
 
 
 

Ask for Dori 
732-723-3555 

Dori@Total-Party.com 
Party Planning, Ballons & More 
For all of your Special Events 

         
        Balloon Décor          Candle Lighting Boards  Invitations 
        Balloon Sculptures       Ceiling Treatments      Linen Rentals 
        Unique Centerpieces      Chair Covers          Yarmulkes 
        Personalized Party Favors  Head Coverings        Sign-in Books And Boards 
        Hospitality Bags        Bathroom Baskets        and more! 
 

Mention this ad to receive a B’nai Tikvah special discount! 

I am not a Fan 
of B’nai Tikvah 

 
I don’t even “like” B’nai Tikvah.  
The reason is simple…  
 
B’nai Tikvah does not have a FaceBook 
Fan page, nor does it have a presence on 
the internet where you could click to “like” 
it on Facebook. I would like to “like” B’nai 
Tikvah and I also would  be a “fan” 
if that were made possible. However, I  
do support B’nai Tikvah and I certainly 
would support anyone who has the  
knowledge and interest to makeB’nai  
Tikvah an active member of Facebook  
and help to maintain our presence in the 
online community. If you can help, please 
give me a call. I certainly would “like” it. 
 
Gary Bergman 732-246-7285 

From the Webmaster 

 

To place an order for the 
Personalized Haggadah 
synagogue fundraiser 

use their website listed 
 on the left side of the page. 

 
For additional information 
Contact Marlene Buchwald 

732-951-9519 



Page  22 HAKOL bnaitikvah.org    December 2012        17 Kislev -  18 Tevet  5773    Volume 34  Issue 4 

 

 
 B’NAI MITZVAH  
December 2012 

   
 

 

Elizabeth Lavender 
Daughter of 

 Joshua and Marina Lavender 
December 1 

 
Melissa Oksman 

Daughter of 
Neil and Beth Oksman 

December 8 

 

 
Daily Schedule of Services 

 
           Sunday            9:00 am & 7:30 pm 

Monday   7:30 pm 
Tuesday   7:30 pm 
Wednesday  7:30 pm 
Thursday 7:30 am & 7:30 pm 
Friday   8:00 pm 
Saturday   9:30 am 

   

 
    Men’s Open Basketball 

Every Tuesday at 8 pm 
 

New Players Welcome 
 

    Non-synagogue members 
$7 

 
Gift Shop 

Hanukah Bazaar 
Wednesday,  

November 14th 

Daniel Yadin 
Son of 

Dr. Azzan Yadin-Israel 
Dr. Hilit Surowitz-Israel 

Mr. Nirit Yain 
December 22 
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Join B’nai Tikvah’s Sisterhood 

 We welcome your ideas, participation, and enthusiasm!! Dues include our annual Paid-up Membership Dinner, 
 catered by Classical Caterers. Social Action through Sisterhood supports Jewish Family Services, community food 
banks, local women’s shelters and, most of all, B’nai Tikvah!  Please contact Caryl Greenberg:  
carylgreenberg@verizon.net (908-216-7616) or  Brenda Sherman: mandbsherman@yahoo.com (732-940-1110) with 
any questions. We look forward to sharing good times together with old friends and new!  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please detach and return with payment 
Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________ State: _______ Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone: ____________________ E-Mail: __________________________ 
 
_____ Check for $ _________, payable to: Congregation B’nai Tikvah Sisterhood 
_____ I will be adding Sisterhood dues to my synagogue bill 
 
Synagogue members $36 / Seniors $26  Non-synagogue members $46 
Please mail to: Joella Sperber, 39 Langley Road, Kendall Park, NJ 08824 
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Hakol Donations                                                        

October 15, 2012 – November 12, 2012 

  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Gale Dillman                                                                                                  
Martha Rotter                                                                                                               
Wendy & Alex Jacob, in honor of their recent marriage                                   
Elaine & Alvin Brackup, in memory of Isidore Rubin 

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

Gale Dillman                                                                                                  
Martha Rotter                                                                                                                  
Barbara & Joe Plotnick, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of                                      
  Joyce & Joel Gerbman’s grandson, Ryan Gerbman 

General Donations 

Esther Unger, in memory of her beloved father, Joseph Chaim Haza 
Joseph & Bruce Feldman, in memory of Anne Feldman                               
Diane & Bernie Foss, in memory of Mollie Braverman 

Bikur Cholim Fund 

Caryl &  Dave Distel                                                                                                  
Shirley & Marty Engel, in memory of Esther Ginsburg 

Arnie Miller Memorial Fund 

Melissa Strair, in memory of Arnie Miller                                                                           
Suzy, Kevin, Shea, & Reese Krane ,in memory of Arnie Miller 

Yartzeit Donations 

Phyllis AlRoy, in memory of her beloved daughter, Aileen Bley AlRoy 
Janice & Barry Kipnis, in memory of Janice’s beloved father,           
  Norman Bork                                                                                                                          
Caryl & Dave Distel, in memory of their beloved son,                                           
  Steven Michael Distel                                                                                
Rachel & Michael Silverstein, in memory of Muriel Feldman                     
Roberta & Harvey Bilker, in memory of Roberta’s beloved mother,   
  Jean Rubin                                                                                                 
Marion Shulman, in memory of her beloved father, Irving Levine 
Carol Piekarski, in memory of her beloved husband, Sheldon                          
Arlene & Arthur Cederbaum, in memory of Lilly Cederbaum                       
Melanie & Richard Margolis, in memory of their beloved grandmother, 
   Minnie Deixler                                                                                    
Betty & Marvin Stark, in memory of L. David Stark                                                      
Nancy & Barry Kivor, in memory of their beloved father, Sam Kivor 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Action Fund 

Aaron Rosloff                                                                                                   
Janice & Art Baer, in memory of Beatrice Baer 

Prayer Book Fund 

Blanche Fruhling, in memory of her beloved husband, Jerome                
Blanche Fruhling, in memory of her beloved father,                                                  
    Benjamin Seidenstein 

Son’s of Tikvah 

Barbara & Joe Plotnick, in memory of Carl Plotnick 

Shabbat Luncheon Fund 

Frances Scheuer                                                                                         
Caryl & Danny Greenberg, in memory of Danny’s beloved                    
   grandmother, Polly Wolkove Greenberg                                                      
Adrienne & Andrew Ross, in memory of Mollie Margolese                              
Gay & Alan Feinberg, in memory of Ruth Ginsberg 

Tzedakah Fund 

Aaron Rosloff, in memory of his beloved wife, Mili 

Mitzvah 613 Fund 

Lila & David Gottlieb, in memory of Albert Perlow                                      
Karen Brodsky & Don Leibowitz., in memory of Todd Applebaum-
Vicki & Burt Bauman, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their            
 granddaught6er, Lindsey Seroka 

We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following contributors for their generous gifts. 
Your special donations make up a part of our synagogue’s total income. We rely on you.  

 

Tu B’Shevat 
 
 
 

             The New Year for Trees 
             Lunch & Sing 

             Saturday, January 26 
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Contributions: 

In honor of: _______________________________________ 

In memory of: _____________________________________ 

Occasion of: ___________________________________ 

This donation is being made by:                                        
Name: ___________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

Telephone: _______________________________________ 

Please send an acknowledgment to: 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________ 

Amount of your donation:                                            
{ }$18   { }$36  { }$54  { }$72  { }$118 { }Other                               

Please Allocate Donations to: 

{ } Building / Capital Improvements { } Rejoice Fund 
{ } Shabbat Luncheon { } Yahrzeit Fund 
{ } Prayer Book Fund { } General Fund 
{ } Cantor’s Special Fund* { } Library Fund 
{ } Passport to Israel { } Youth Fund 
{ } Religious School { } Nursery School 
{ } Bikur Cholim { } Tzedakah Fund 
{ } Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund* { } Sons of Tikvah 
{ } Social Action { } Family Shabbat 
{ } L’Dor Vador Fund { } Ritual Fund 
  

           
  { }Other__________________ 
 *Please send separate checks for these funds. 
 

You can make your contributions online by 
Clicking the “Giving” link at bnaitikvah.org  

                                                                                                
The Office Thanks: 

 
We happily thank Joyce Fishelberg, Brenda Morgan, &             
Jeryl Roller for making  November birthday calls. 

We gratefully thank Bobby Bergman, Sherry Valan, &             
Michael Weiss, for helping with the Torah Fund mailing. 

We are thankful, every month, to Sherry Valan for  continuing to 
help in the office. 

A special thank you to Susan Shapiro for her beautiful              
calligraphy for the B’nai Mitzvah and Baby Naming                                         
certificates. 

A Yasher Koach to Jay Scheuer for his amazing prayer                         
book repairs. 

  

 

 

Be a part of Mitzah 613 
 

Sofer Visit 
 

Sunday, December 2nd , 1 - 5 pm 
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B’NAI TIKVAH DIRECTORY  

         

                        
      

 
TITLE NAME PHONE # E-MAIL ADDRESS            
Rabbi Robert Wolkoff 732-297-0696 rabbi@bnaitikvah.org 
Cantor Bruce Rockman 732-422-0963 cantor@bnaitikvah.org 
President Gary Bergman 732-246-7285 president@bnaitikvah.org 
VP Activities Renee Juro 732-960-1215 rsjuro@verizon.net 
VP Administration David Cukor 732-690-6714 lpcushionsales@aol.com 
VP Membership Marcie Kfare 732-328-3819 kfare@comcast.net 
VP School and Youth Jeff Schwartz 732-297-6365 jschwartz@auerpak.com 
VP Ways and Means Jeffrey Cadoff 732-398-3769 cadoffj@gmail.com  
Recording Secretary Howard Hoffman 732-940-7269 howard.hoffman@wsj.com 
Financial Secretary Mark Kasdin 609-336-7068  eagles242@aol.com 
Treasurer Gary Wesalo 732-821-0588 gwesalo@aol.com 
Asst. Treasurer Andrew Ross 732-422-0637 adrcpa@comcast.net 
Past President Ruth Anne Koenick 732-828-8141 koenick@echo.rutgers.edu 
 
TRUSTEES Stu Allen 732-821-1398 studeballen@yahoo.com 
 Rob Blackin 732-390-9515 rblackin@comcast.net 
 Arthur Cederbaum 732-821-8162 arlceder@optonline.net 
 Craig Cohen 732-658-3042 pbgrebe2001@yahoo.com 
 Lauren Cohen 732-438-8079 andrewlauren3@gmail.com                                          
 Linda Fellen 732-651-7953 linda.fellen@gmail.com 
 Ben Gottesman 732-651-7953 ben.gottesman@gmail.com 
 Douglas Smoller 732-254-2313 dsmoller@comcast.net 
 Michael Weiss 732-246-0306 meweiss@optonline.net 
 Philip Welsher 908-874-0959 philsland@gmail.com 
 
VOTING Men’s Club Bill Greenberg 732-297-6953 sailor449@optonline.net 

 Sisterhood Bonnie Kudwitt  732-422-7276  beedirect@aol.com 
NON-VOTING Emeritis Aaron Rosloff  732-297-2233 msro8@aol.com 
 USY Arielle Weg 908-616-6961 arielleweg@aol.com  
 
Administrator Lynne WeissMarshall 732-297-0696  admin@bnaitikvah.org 
Administrator Assistant  Roz Fischman 732-297-0696 office@bnaitikvah.org 
Nursery School Director Phyllis Denenberg 732-297-0295 nursery@bnaitikvah.org 
Religious School Principal Ann Ruth Nimberg 732-297-0295 school@bnaitikvah.org 
School Administrator Asst. Terez Slim 732-297-0295 school@bnaitikvah.org 

 

Celebrate Chanukah with your B'nai Tikvah Family! 
 

Please join us immediately following Religious School 
 
 

Wednesday, December 12, 2012  
 

B’NAI TIKVAH’S ANNUAL  
CHANUKAH CANDLE LIGHTING PARTY 

 
 

Pizza, ziti, and latkes galore 
 

Traditional Chanukah goodies to enjoy 
 

Musical performances by our Religious School children  
 

Bring your family menorah/chanukiyah and candles! 
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Candle Lighting 
     
    7        4:13 pm 
  14        4:14 pm 
  21        4:16 pm   
  28        4:21 pm 
   

   Shabbat Ends 
    
   1     5:16 pm 
   8     5:16 pm 
 15     5:18 pm 
 22     5:21 pm 
 29     5:25 pm 

      
 

1          17 Kislev 
 
 
KADIMA Regional    

Shabbaton 
Bat Mitzvah 
  Elizabeth Lavender 

2          18 Kislev 
 
 
REJOICE 
Mtzvah 613 
  SOFER Visit 

3          19 Kislev 
 
 
 
 
 
Board of Directors 

4             20 Kislev 
       
 
 
Nursery School Magyar   

Bank 
Men’s Basketball 

5           21 Kislev 
  
 
 
 
 
PAC Meeting 

6          22 Kislev 
 
 
 
 
 

7          23 Kislev 
 
 
 
    
Nursery School   

Shabbat Together 

8              24 Kislev 
 
 
Bat Mitzvah 
  Melissa Oksman 
First Night of 

HANUKAH 

9          25 Kislev 
 

 
 
Dalet Program 
Chai Breakfast 
HANUKAH 
 

10             26 Kislev 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood Board 
HANUKAH 

11           27 Kislev 
 
 
 
Book Club 
Men’s Basketball 
HANUKAH 
 

12             28 Kislev 

 
 
 
 
Hanukah Party 
HANUKAH 

13         29 Kislev 
 
 
 
Nursery Conference 
Youth Committee 
School Board 
HANUKAH 

14          1 Tevet 
 
Family Shabbat 

Service 
Birthday Shabbat 
ROSH CHODESH 

HANUKAH 

15          2 Tevet 
Junior Congregation 

for Adults 
Lunch & Learn 
USY Regional 

Dance 
LAST NIGHT OF 

HANUKAH 

16          3 Tevet 
Men’s Club &  
   Sisterhood 
Aleph School 
   Program 
LAST DAY OF 

HANUKAH 

17           4 Tevet 
 
 
Nursery Conferences 
Stamp Club 
Congregational 

Meeting 

18              5 Tevet 
 
 
Nursery Conferences 
Ritual Committee 
Men’s Basketball 

19           6 Tevet 
   
 
 
 

20           7 Tevet 
 
 
Bikur Cholim  
   Meeting 
KADIMA USY 
   Feed The Children 

21          8 Tevet 
 

 
 
Nursery School 

Shabbat Together  

22          9 Tevet 
 
 
 
Sundaes on Saturday 
Bar Mitzvah 
   Daniel Yadin 
 

23        10 Tevet 
 
No Religious School 
 

30        17 Tevet 
 
No Religious School 

24         11 Tevet 
 
No Religious School 
 

31         18 Tevet 
 
NEW YEARS EVE 

25             12 Tevet 

 
 
Office and Schools         

Closed 

26          13 Tevet 
 
 
No Religious School   

27          14 Tevet 
 
JCC Fun Day 
 

28         15 Tevet 
 
 
 

29        16 Tevet 

  28 Iyar                                                                      June 2011                                                      28 Sivan        Sun                  Mon               Tues                 Wed               Thurs                Fri                     Sat 

CHECK  OUR WEBSITE: BNAITIKVAH.ORG  FOR EVENTS & 
SCHEDULE UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE MONTH 

MAIN OFFICE PHONE # 732-297-0696                  
 NURSERY & RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PHONE # 732-297-0295 

Hakol Deadline 
Wednesday, December 12 

1001 Finnegans Lane 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

PLEASE DELIVER 
BEFORE November 30 
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