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Our Mission: To foster a vibrant egalitarian Jewish community founded in the religious customs
and traditions of Conservative Judaism; offering excellent Jewish education and community

activities for all ages with commitment to Israel and Jewish communities throughout the world.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE: BNAITIKVAH.ORG FOR EVENTS & SCHEDULE UPDATES THROUGHOUT THE MONTH
MAIN OFFICE PHONE: 732-297-0696 - EARLY CHILDCARE CENTER & RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PHONE: 732-297-0295

December 2016 1 Kislev - 2 Tevet 5777 volume 38 issue 4

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3 JUNIOR CONGREGTION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 ROUTE 1 CLEAN UP
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 USY ESCAPE THE ROOM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 BIRTHDAY SHABBAT

HAGALIL KADIMA LOCK IN
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 JUNIOR CONGREGATION

LATKES AND VODKAS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 MEN’S CLUB MEETING
MONDY, DECEMBER 12 SISTERHOOD BOARD
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 ECC SHABBAT PARTY

USY/KADIMA SHABBAT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 JUNIOR CONGREGATION
SUNDAY, DCEMBER 18 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

USY HAGALIL BASKETBALL
KADIMA OUTDOOR ICE SKATING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 RITUAL COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 USY/KADIMA HANUKAH PARTY
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 ECC HANUKAH PARTY

FAMILY SHABBAT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 EREV HANUKAH, FIRST CANDLE
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“By Being What Only I Can Be”

Following our very divisive election season and the
upcoming holiday of Chanukah, I began thinking of a
connection that could sooth my discomfort and the
agitation being felt throughout our community. The
news has been very difficult to digest while
espousing my instinctive conciliatory tone. I have
confidence in our country and our constitution and
pray that our leadership will be guided by “God’s
blessings, guided by the insights of the Torah, that
our leaders will administer all affairs of state fairly.”

Our Chanukah celebration will coincide with
Christmas this year. Generosity will rule the day.
The Chanukah lights remind us of the miracle of
the victory of religious freedom in the face of
devastating intolerance. Though they are not at all
religiously linked, in America, giving and fellowship
are the focus of both holidays.

At B’nai Tikvah we are proud of our generous
support of local food panties and the openhearted
giving of holiday gifts to local underprivileged
families.

All children who become B’nai Mitzvah, participate
in a “Mitzvah Project”, showing their gratitude for
their blessings. You can read about Harrison
Berness’ project in this issue of Hakol (on page 26).

The challenges that confront us are daunting, the
country is divided. It can be our role to bridge these
differences through a deeper understanding of our
selves and of others.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks is the former Chief Rabbi of
Great Britain, and a lecturer. Among his other
endeavors is a professor at NYU and Yeshiva
University. I am grateful to Rabbi Sacks for helping
to inform my understanding of Judaism and some of
the challenges I face.

Following the release of his book The Dignity of
Difference, Rabbi Sacks was interviewed by Krista
Tippet for American Public Media. Rabbi Sacks is
insightful, inspiring, informative and comforting; he
is a resonating voice of reason. I suggest that you
listen to the entire interview at your leisure.
You can find and enjoy the full interview at
https://soundcloud.com/onbeing/jonathan-sacks-the-
dignity-of-difference.

I hope that Rabbi Sacks’ perspective will add to your
understanding of Judaism, raise a few questions, and
impress upon you the importance of social
engagement. Rabbi Sacks recounts that the three
greatest determinants of happiness are; doing good to
others, a network of strong and supportive
relationships, and a sense that life is worthwhile.

Rabbi Sacks states that “The faithful can and must
cultivate their own deepest truths — while finding
God in the face of the stranger and the religious
other.” God has created many paths: ours is special
for us as others’ are also special, with much to offer
to the world.

“Don’t think God is as simple as you are-God is in
places that you would not expect…”

“God cannot be defined by our categories…God is
bigger than religion.”

“There are 6800 different languages, there is not only
one way to speak with God.”

Ms. Tippet asks Rabbi Sacks to explain how through
his understanding of the dignity of difference he
justifies God’s special relationship with the Jewish
people that is evident in the text, “Upholding the
particularity of Judaism.”

With characteristic clarity, Rabbi Sacks responded
“By being what only I can be, I give humanity only
what I can give…it is my uniqueness that allows me
to contribute something unique to the universal
heritage.” Through metaphor, Rabbi Sacks describes
the distinctive relationship of a parent and a child, his

Continued on page 8

From the Desk of Cantor Bruce Rockman
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The folllowing is a letter sent by Rabbi Wolkoff
to our local Imam, Imam Chebli of the Islamic
Society of Central Jersey.

Imam Hamad Ahmad Chebli

Islamic Society of Central Jersey

P.O.Box 628
Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852-0628

Dear Hamad,

I am writing on behalf of the Jewish community of
North and South Brunswick to express our concern
for, and solidarity with, the Muslim community at
this difficult time. The election of a presidential

candidate who has made outrageous and inappropri-
ate comments about Muslims (among many others) is
profoundly disquieting. No doubt there are many in
your community, as there are in ours, who feel a
sense of shock, abhorrence, and even fear at recent
events.

It may be of some small comfort to your community
to know that we in the Jewish community are deeply
aware that a threat to any of us is a threat to all of us.
When forces of hate and bigotry are unleashed, no
one knows how much damage they can do. Hatred
never stops with this or that maligned group.

Hamad, you should know that there has always been
a “pendulum swing” in American society. At times,
America is admirably—even extraordinarily—
generous and open. There is a poem at the foot of the
Statue of Liberty, written by a Jewish woman named
Emma Lazarus, that says, “Give us your tired, your
poor, your huddled masses, yearning to breathe free.”
It is as generous a sentiment as one could imagine for
a nation of immigrants such as the United States of
America.

On the other hand, America has been wracked with
spasms of discrimination and hatred—toward blacks,
of course, and Jews, but also Irish immigrants, Italian
immigrants, Catholics in general, Japanese citizens
during World War II. Today, Muslims and Mexicans.
Tomorrow, who knows?

The causes of such bigotry are many. Fears, real or
imagined. The defense of privilege. Mistrust of any-
one seen as “other.” Economic and social dislocation,
a need to blame someone, anyone, for all that is
wrong with our lives, accompanied by a need to get
back to the “good old days” (that were never really
that good).

We feel those negative currents all too strongly in
today’s America. These are dark times—the darkest I
can remember. But we must not despair. In a few
weeks, the Jewish community will be celebrating the
holiday of Chanukah. It is a remembrance of an epic
battle, 2000 years ago, between our people and the
Seleucid Greek pagans who tried to eliminate the

worship of the one G-d. We won, and it is because

of that victory that Judaism, Christianity and Islam
are alive and thriving today.

We celebrate our victory (G-d’s victory), with a

simple ceremony. We light a candle at nightfall. And
then each night for the following seven nights we
light an additional candle. The meaning is clear. In
the darkest of times, even one candle brings hope.
And with hope, comes strength, and with strength
comes victory.

We will stand together, Hamad, as Americans and as
people of faith. And we will see America shine again,
as it should, as a beacon of freedom.

Shalom uvracha, wishing peace and blessings on you
and your community,

Robert

Rabbi Robert L. Wolkoff

Congregation B’nai Tikvah

A Message From Rabbi Robert Wolkoff
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A Message From Our Co-Presidents

Allison Nagelberg Ruth Anne Koenick
Co-Presidents

The 2013 Pew Research Portrait of Jewish
Americans provides many important insights into
the American Jewish community, including the
extent to which different demographic groups
identify as Jews, and how, if at all, they practice and
celebrate their Judaism. While eight out of ten Jews
say being Jewish is important to them, nearly one-in-
four American Jewish adults say they attend Jewish
religious services at a synagogue or other place of
worship at least once a week (11%) or once or twice
a month (12%). Roughly one-third of American Jews
(35%) say they attend religious services a few times
a year.

And so we ask ourselves: why do we attend
religious services, especially on Shabbat? While
there is a diversity of Jewish practice among the 380
families at B’nai Tikvah, each of us having so many
things pulling us in different directions, there are
different things that bring each of us to shul. Some
of us grew up in homes where we went to shul each
Shabbat and it is just what we do every week. Others
attend because our children are approaching their
B’nai Mitzvah. For some of us, this is a day of rest
and celebration, and some of us go for the sense of
community or to “visit” with friends and enjoy a

light lunch. While non-Jews often think that Yom
Kippur is the most important day of the Jewish year,
we know that there are 52 equally important days
each year - Shabbat.

Congregation B’nai Tikvah thrives for many reasons.
One of the most important reasons is all of the people
who volunteer their time, energy and commitment to
making CBT an amazing community. Drawing on
these two ideas – the joy of celebrating Shabbat and
our desire to recognize the many congregants who
volunteer - beginning in 2017, we will be having
some “special” Shabbatot, where we celebrate both
the centrality of the day and the importance of our
volunteers.

Have an idea about a group that you feel deserves
honoring? Want to get involved in the planning and
implementation of these special Shabbat celebra-
tions? We urge you to contact Allison, Ruth Anne,
Cantor Rockman or Gale Dillman and be a part of
the magic of Shabbat.

Ruth Anne Koenick Co-President
Allison Nagelberg Co-President

HAKOL
The Newsletter of Congregation B’nai Tikvah, JCC of North & South Brunswick

1001 Finnegan’s Lane North Brunswick, NJ 08902

Published monthly, except for July and August. Submissions are welcomed about Congregation events, group activities,
and anything relevant to the Jewish community. Submissions are subject to available space and editorial constraints.
All Submissions are due by the 12th of the preceding month. Please send submissions and correspondence via e-mail to:
hakol.cbt@gmail.com. View online at bnaitikvah.org and CBT Newsletter.

Editor: Michael Weiss Advertising: CarolAnn Harkavay
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CBT Religious School
and CBT Chai

Jennifer James, Director of Education

A few weeks, ago, the teens in CBT Chai took a
break from their electives on Modern Israel and
Soul Food in order to deal with the elephant in
the room that they had been dying to discuss all
fall: the presidential election.

Inundated as our society is with information and
commentary about politics, there still is one
thing that CBT can offer that our teens will find
virtually nowhere else. We can teach them
about the Jewish perspective on everything they
are seeing and hearing. Judaism has much to
teach us that bears directly on civic leadership
and political discourse. Those are the teachings
that we shared with our teens on the first
Sunday in November.

We began with a critical premise: that our dis-
cussions must be civil, and adhere to construc-
tive norms while avoiding destructive ones.
“That means no name-calling or insults,” I told
them. This was greeted by a mix of relief and
loud protests. Some teens asked, “Well then,
what are we supposed to say if we can’t do
that?” – proving the need for modeling a Jewish
way of having difficult conversations. They were
presented with a Civility Pledge, and given a
choice: sign the pledge and abide by it during
the rest of the class discussions, or refuse to
sign it but sit out the discussions. Every teen
agreed to sign the pledge and participate and,
throughout the rest of the morning, it was clear
they were cognizant of it, as they reminded one
another if they thought someone was violating
the pledge. Their resulting discussions were
robust without being rude, and very informed.
This signed pledge will hang in the Youth
Lounge for the remainder of the year as a re-
minder of how Judaism demands we treat our

fellow human beings. A copy is included here
as well so you can read exactly what the teens
agreed to!

Next we considered a number of quotes and
texts from Jewish sources on leadership,
including:

“One who is wise, humble, clear-headed,
and fearful of sin . . . may be made a judge
[or leader] in his [or her] city.”
Tosafot Sanhedrin 7:1

“But select people from the community – peo-
ple who fear G-d, trustworthy ones who hate
dishonest gain…” Sh’mot (Exodus) 18:21

“All who work for the welfare of the pub-
lic should do the work for the sake of
Heaven.” Pirke Avot 2:2

“Noah was a righteous man; he was
blameless in his age; Noah walked with
G-d…” B’reishit (Genesis) 6:9

The teens’ questions, comments and observa-
tions were far-ranging and insightful.

Finally it was time to talk about THIS election.
We held the conversation through the lens of
seven principles of Jewish leadership identified
by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, formerly the Chief
Rabbi of Great Britain and a world-wide leader
of the Masorti (Conservative) Jewish movement.
The seven principles are:

1.Leadership begins with taking responsibility.
2.No one can lead alone.
3.Leadership is about the future.
4.Leaders learn.
5.Leadership means believing in the people you

lead.
6.Leadership involves a sense of timing and

pace.
7.Leadership is stressful and emotionally

demanding.

Continued on page 15
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Parrot With An Attitude
David received a parrot for his birthday that had a bad attitude
and vocabulary. David tried hard to change the bird's attitude
and was constantly saying polite words, playing soft music,
anything that came to mind. Nothing he tried worked.

Finally, in a moment of desperation, David put the parrot in the
freezer. For a few moments he heard the bird squawking, kick-

ing and screaming and then, suddenly, all was quiet David was
frightened that he might have actually hurt the bird and quickly
opened the freezer door. The parrot calmly stepped out and
said: "I'm sorry that I offended you with my language and ac-
tions. I ask for your forgiveness. I will try to check my behav-
ior..."David was astounded at the bird's change in attitude and
was about to ask what changed him when the parrot continued,
"May I ask what the chicken did?"
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Cantor continued from page 2
with his parents and unique and private relationship
his only his brothers shared with their parents.

Rabbi Sacks explains the difference between religious
paths with humility. The margin of mystery is beyond
our categories, Rabbi Sacks explains, the margin of
mystery, is where there is a relationship of the other
with God. I understand my relationship, I may not
understand the others’ mystery, I may be surprised

while finding God in the face of the stranger or the
religious others’ warm and welcoming embrace.

The Jewish imperative since the time of Abraham Be
true to your faith and a blessing to others, regardless
of their faith.

Happy Chanukah!
With Joy,
Cantor Bruce Rockman
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Amanda Dillman, Advisor

USY IN DECEMBER

Thursday, Dec 8th
USY Escape the Room - Princeton, NJ 7:15-8:45pm
Join us for an awesome event of Escape the Room. We’ll
be participating in one of two themes; either Dorm Room
or Time Travel Challenge! We only have 20 available
spaces for this event so it is imperative that an RSVP is
sent to nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com ASAP! The cost
for this event will be $15 per USYer (the rest will be
subsidized by USY).
Amazing Escape Room, 3490 Route 1, Suite 15A, Prince-
ton, NJ

Saturday, Dec 17th
Regional USY Membership Program
This is a regional event and we have not yet received the
information about. Once this information is received, it
will be disbursed via email from nsbruns-
wickusy@gmail.com

Fri, Dec 25th - Tuesday, Dec 29th
USY International Convention- Dallas, TX
Please see link below in order to sign up for convention.
Materials about the convention will all be forwarded via
email from nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com

Link to sign up/for more information: http://usy.org/ic/
ic2016/

USY & KADIMA IN DECEMBER

Friday, Dec 16th & Saturday, December 17th
USY & Kadima Take Over Shabbat
Friday night our USYers, Kadimanicks along with their
families are invited to join us for a delicious Shabbat din-
ner at 6:30pm, followed by USYer & Kadimanick led ser-
vices. Saturday, USYers & Kadimanicks will lead the
morning service, enjoy a delicious lunch (congregation
invited) and then stick around to hang out with friends,
play games, and participate in interesting discussions
while waiting for Mincha/Ma’ariv and Havdallah, that

will end our awesome weekend. This event is being organ-
ized by our Rel/Ed VP, Joshua Safeer, who will be reach-
ing out to the kids for their participation in one or both
services. Please see the attached flyer in order to RSVP
and for further details (page 8).

Wednesday, Dec 21st - Synagogue Hanukkah Party
(followed by USY & Kadima Hanukkah Party!)
Following the synagogue-wide Hanukkah party and can-
dle lighting, our Kadimanicks & USYers are invited to
join us for our usual dreidel tournament and a NEW addi-
tion: a grab bag! The kids are asked to please bring a gen-
der neutral gift valued at or below $10 to add to the grab
bag, AND one for charity. The grab bag gift should please
be wrapped, the one for charity should be unwrapped.
Those who bring a gift for the grab bag will get to partici-
pate and take home a gift themselves! Kadimanicks &
USYers will each participate in separate grab bags. Please
RSVP to nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com if you intend to
join in on the Hanukkah festivities!

Please email NSBRUNSWICKUSY@gmail.com tin
order to join the email list and receive details for all
upcoming events or to receive an application to join
one of our awesome chapters!

KADIMA IN DECEMBER
Friday, Dec 9th - Sunday Dec 11th - Regional
Kadima Shabbaton & Lock-In

This is a regional event and we have not yet re-
ceived the information about it. Once this informa-
tion is received, it will be disbursed via email from
nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com

Sunday, Dec 18th - Kadima Outdoor Ice Skating
- Edison, NJ 12:30-2:30pm

This month, our Kadimanicks will be participating
in some awesome outdoor ice skating! The event
will take place at Middlesex County’s Family Skat-
ing Rink at 151 Parsonage Road, Edison, NJ. We
will be skating during session 1 which starts at
12:30pm and ends at 2:30pm. There are dairy food
items available at the concession stand. The cost
for entry and skating is $11 per Kadimanick.
Please RSVP to nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com
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THIS MONTH

Saturday, December 10th at 8 pm – Latkes
and Vodka. Come nosh with your fellow CBT
family. More details to follow.

Membership - It's never too late to join Sister-
hood. Please visit the CBT website at http://
bnaitikvah.org/community-2/sisterhood/
sisterhood-membership-application/ if you are in-
terested in getting involved. Sisterhood would love
to welcome you. For more information please con-
tact Melissa at 617-869-1422 or at
Melissa.dara.kessler@gmail.com.

Gift Shop
Store Hours
Sunday 9AM-12PM
By Appointment contact Serena Blackin at
732-390-9515 or serena@blackin.org

December Specials
All artwork, 20 % off
All clearance, take an additional 50% off

Please remember the gift shop only takes
checks and cash at this time

Torah Fund
The new pins are here. They are meaningful and
beautiful. Join us in supporting the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary and its parts by pledging $180 and re-
ceive a pin as a gift for your donation. Contact Ann
Rosenzweig at Anndyapt@optimum.net or by phone
at732-249-9141. Watch the bulletin board for pix as
well as beautiful new Torah Fund Cards that are
available soon.

Mitzvah Baskets
Having a B'nai Mitzvah or other simcha? Let
Sisterhood decorate the bima with two non-
perishable food baskets. We also deliver the
baskets for use at other synagogues, so tell
your local friends about this service! For more
information or to order your mitzvah baskets,
contact Kim Riemann at Kimmer99@aol.com

Mazel Tosses
Enhance the simcha of your child's special day
by having Sisterhood make soft, candy-filled
bags to sweeten the day. Also great for an
ufruf. Contact: Bonnie
Kudwitt Beedirect@aol.com

Visit the B'nai Tikvah website to order your Mitz-
vah Baskets and Mazel tosses. Please have your
forms in one month before your mitzvah.

Mah Jongg Cards
Please look for the new 2017 Mah Jongg
League cards order form on this edition of the
Hakol. on page 21.

SAVE THE DATE

Thursday, January 19th at 7:30 pm – Join
us for a Book Talk: Outwitting History by
Aaron Lansky

Saturday, February 25th, at 7:30 pm –
Passover Poker is back! Open to the entire
community. Bring your friends for a great
time. More details to follow.
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732 329-2255
Fax : 732 329-2228It’s Your Party

Your one stop Party People!

*Custom Theme Centerpieces
*Backdrop Balloon Artistry
*Sign-in Books Boards
*Specialty Linen rentals
*Custom Invitations, Place

Cards, and Favors

Preferred Vendor of
Classical Caterers
732-431-0999

52 North Main Street, Rt 79 Marlboro, NJ 07746
itsyourparty@optonline.net www.itsyourparty.biz

Men’s open basketball
every Tuesday at 8 pm

New players welcome

Non-synagogue members $7

LYNNE WEISSMARSHALL
NOTARY PUBLIC

20 INDIANCREEK ROAD
MATAWAN, NJ 07747

732-310-5665
Also available in the synagogue office

732-297-0696
weissmar@optonline.net

The synagogue can earn up to 15% on
anything you buy from Amazon. First,
go to smile.amazon.com (not ama-
zon.com) and click under the search
bar where its says: “Supporting:” Se-
lect Congregation B’nai Tikvah and
make sure the location indicates: N
Brunswick, NJ.

New giftcard program
discounts also apply!

HAVING A FAMILY SIMCHA?
Would you like a montage made for the occasion?

Sapphire Studios by Rebecca Safeer
732-421-7197

rebecca.safeer@gmail.com

Mrs. Friedman, the third grade Hebrew teacher, needed some supplies from a supply cabinet that was seldom used
and was secured with a lock. She didn't know the combination, and called the Rabbi to give it a try.

The Rabbi placed his fingers on the lock's dial and raised his eyes heavenward for a moment. Then he confidently
spun the dial and opened the lock.

Seeing how impressed Mrs. Friedman was with this demonstration of faith, he smiled and confided, "The numbers are
written on the ceiling."
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Linda J. Fellen, Esq.

FELLEN & FELLEN, LLC
ATTORNEYS at LAW

21 Kilmer Drive (732) 431-0473
Building 2, Suite G (732) 780-3533
Morganville, NJ 07751 linda@fellenlaw.com

fellenandfellen.com

Contributions:

In honor of: _______________________________________

In memory of: _____________________________________

Occasion of: ______________________________________

This donation is being made by:

Name: __________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________________________

Please send an acknowledgment to:

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________

Amount of your donation:
{ }$18 { }$36 { }$54 { }$72 { }$118 { }Other

Please Allocate Donations to:

[ ] Bikur Cholim [ ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
[ ] Cantor’s Special Fund [ ] Religious School
[ ] Prayerbooks [ ] Ritual Activities
[ ] Family Shabbat [ ] Shabbat Luncheons
[ ] Israel Youth Travel [ ] Social Action
[ ] Trees for Israel [ ] Sons of Tikvah
[ ] L’Dor VaDor [ ] Torah Restoration
[ ] Library [ ] Yahrzeit
[ ] Nursery School [ ] Youth
[ ] General Donation [ ] Howard Breitler Memorial
[ ] Other_____________ Fund

*Please send separate checks for these funds.
You can make your contributions online by

DURABLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Wheelchairs, walkers, and canes are
available to congregants in need of

short-term assistance, compliments of the
Bikur Cholim Committee.

Contact the synagogue office or
any of the ushers during services.
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Religious School continued from page 5

Rabbi Sacks concludes:
Leaders lead because there is work to do, there are
people in need, there is injustice to be fought,
there is wrong to be righted, there are problems to
be solved and challenges ahead. Leaders hear this
as a call to light a candle instead of cursing the
darkness. They lead because they know that to
stand idly by and expect others to do the work is
the too-easy option. The responsible life is the
best life there is, and is worth all the pain and
frustration. To lead is to serve – the highest acco-
lade Moses ever received was to be called eved
Hashem, “God’s servant,” and there is no higher
honor.

* * * * *
The days and months leading up to this election
were challenging in many ways, and the days and
months to come likely will be so as well. I share
our teens’ learning experience with you, not only to
give a glimpse of the educational work we are doing
in the Religious School, but also in the hope that
these principles and ideas of Jewish leadership and
civil discourse can serve as a guide to all in our
community.

B’shalom,
Jennifer

WELCOME TO
MERYL HARRIS

OUR NEW
ASSISTANTADMINISTRATOR

COME IN AND SAY HELLO

CBT Chai Civility Pledge

(Adapted from the Jewish Council on Public Affairs)

Vigorous debate about pressing issues is one of the
greatest features of our democracy and one of the
hallmarks of the Jewish people. We revel in our tra-
dition of debate: A frank and civil exchange of ideas
helps to inform our decisions, provoke new ways of
thinking, and sometimes even change our minds.

This pursuit has deep roots in Torah and in our com-
munity’s traditions. We commit ourselves to this ef-
fort to preserve an essential element of a community
– the ability to meet and talk as brothers and sisters.

When debate is interrupted by raised voices and per-
sonal insults, the dignity of individuals and of the
community is diminished, and democracy is weak-
ened. People of diverse views stop listening to each
other.

Therefore, as individuals and as a community, we
pledge to uphold the basic norms of civil discussion
and debate:

We will debate with civility by guarding our tongues
and rejecting false witness.

We will show care for the dignity of every human
being, even those with whom we may strongly dis-
agree.

We will listen carefully when others speak, seek to
understand what is being said, and try to learn from
it.

We agree to treat others with decency and honor, and
to set ourselves as models for civil discourse, even
when we disagree with each other.

We commit ourselves to open our hearts and minds
to healthy, respectful dialogue based on our love for
our neighbors, our country, and our people.

Signatures:

Witnesses:
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RSVP by 12/21/2016 - PLEASE

6pm in the MULTI PURPOSE room

A unique Shabbat experience geared towards
families with children

between the ages of 2 and 7.
You need not attend the dinner to attend services.

# of adults _______________________@ $8.00/adult Amount due$____________

# of children______________________@ $0.00/child Amount due $____________

Sponsoring Kiddush _______________@$18.00

Total due $_________________

Your name:_______________________________________Phone #:__________________________

Email address:______________________________________________________________________

Yes, I/We would like to sponsor the Kiddush and have enclosed $18. Please announce the following:

Make your check payable to “Congregation B’nai Tikvah” with “ Family Shabbat Dinner” on the envelope. Mail it
to the synagogue or leave your payment in the Family Shabbat Slot in the synagogue office

DECEMBER 21, 2016

Questions? Call Bobbi @ 732-690-4779 or email eemaof3@comcast.net

Is your child or other family member celebrating a birthday or

any other special occasion in the month of December? Please let
us know so that we can make this announcement. For $18 you
can SPONSOR the Kiddush in honor of that event or any other

special occasion. See order form below.

PLEASE NOTE:
THERE WILL BE NO SEPARATE JUNIOR CONREGATON

SERVICE IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
THERE WILL BE LOTS OF SINGING THOUGH!!!

Baked ziti dinner with salad and challah.
(and maybe even a latke or two)

Fresh veggies to nibble on before hand.

Cost $8 per adult, $0 for children 2-12.
Peanut Free dinner and dessert.

SPECIAL DATE
4th Friday of the month!!!

Family Shabbat Dinner and Service
DECEMBER 23, 2016

Cannot attend
the dinner?
Come to
services at 7pm

Bring a friend or
two!!

Everyone is
Welcome
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Men’s Club Calendar:

See the updated B’nai Tikvah Men’s Club Web site
and Facebook for all events and more details.
Download a Men’s Club application and join today!

DECEMBER:

December 10th:
Latkes & Vodkas (Co-event with Sisterhood)

December 11th:
Men’s Club Meeting @ 10 a.m.

JANUARY:

January 8th:
Men’s Club Meeting @ 10 a.m.

January 14th:
Whiskey Night (Co-event with CBT Activities)

Pictures from the man of the year and
youths of the year 2016
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I would like to host USYers during Winter Convention.
Host responsibilities are: Provide sleeping space (they will bring their own sleeping bags) on
Friday and Saturday nights; provide transportation (if you are not within walking distance of
the synagogue) Friday night to your home and Saturday morning to CBT; pickup and bring
back to CBT Saturday afternoon; pickup Saturday night; drop off at CBT Sunday morning;
provide breakfast Saturday morning.
Name_________________________________________ # of USYers you can host _________________

I prefer to host (please circle one) MALE FEMALE

Please send this form to the synagogue office or email Jennifer James at Morah.jen@bnaitikvah.org

ARE YOU FLYING AWAY FROM THE COLD WEATHER
TO WARM WEATHER DOWN SOUTH?

IF SO, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE WITH YOUR NEW
ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER

(ALSO, THE DATES YOU ARE LEAVING AND COMING BACK).
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Daily Schedule of Services

Sunday 9:00 am & 7:30 pm
Monday 7:30 pm
Tuesday 7:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm
Thursday 7:30 am & 7:30 pm
Friday 8:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am

A special thank you to Joyce Fishelberg,
Bill Greenberg, Norman Berens and Jay Scheuer
for making November birthday calls.

A special thank you to Jay Scheuer for his
amazing prayer book repairs and to
Phyllis Pinsky for doing beautiful calligraphy
for B’nai Mitzvah and Baby Naming certificates.

ORDER YOUR 2017 MAH JONGG
LEAGUE CARDS TODAY

AND HELP SUPPORT SISTERHOOD!

Order your Mah Jongg League cards now for you and your friends and be ready to play with your new
2017 cards by April. We must receive orders by January 13th, 2017. Make checks payable to B’nai Tik-
vah Sisterhood and sent to:

Fern Katronetsky 10 Donald Avenue Kendall Park, NJ 08824

Standard Card: # of cards _____ X $8.00 = $________

Large Print Card:# of cards _____ X $9.00 = $________

TOTAL AMOUNT $________

Name: __________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
Phone #: _________________ Email: _________________________________________

(Please Provide Complete Info Requested Above)
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Eat in or Take Out
Catering for all occasions

Heritage Plaza
228 Ryders Lane

Milltown, NJ

Phone: 732-214-8900
Fax: 732-214-0555
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WEEKDAY MINYAN REMINDER

There is a group of daveners at B’nai Tikvah every day:
Sunday through Thursday evening at 7:30 pm. Thursday
morning at 7:30 am and each Sunday morning at 9:00 am.

If you will be coming to the synagogue for a meeting or to
bring your children to Religious School or if you are

available at any of these times, please stop by the Beit
Midrash and join us. Your attendance could make the
difference, allowing someone to say Kaddish.

Weekday evening services only take about 15
minutes of your time. Weekday morning services last
about an hour.

PURIM CARNIVAL
WINE TASTING

SUNDAY
MARCH 12

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

SUNDAY MORNING
DECEMBER 18th
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We gratefully acknowledge and thank the following contributors for their generous gifts.
Your special donations make up a part of our synagogue’s total income. We rely on you.

Hakol Donations
October 13 – November 12, 2016

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis for the Rabbi’s speedy recovery
Shelly & Steve Talmud in memory of Howard Breitler
Svetlana Veksler in memory of Yelena Yoron
Barry & Janice Kipnis in honor of their son’s Aufruf
Ruth Candeub in honor of Gary Bergman
Lois & Jerry Kaminsky in honor of Daniel and Blair’s Aufruf
Jaime & Aaron Harris in appreciation of Rabbi Wolkoff and
Ms. Ruth-Ann Breiter

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

Norman Berens to thank Stacey for her much needed hug
Chinich Family in memory of the yahrzeit of Herb Chinich
The Sharon Family in memory of Avraham Sharon Schwadron
Myra & Howard Dickert
Elaine Brackup in memory of Isidore Rubin

General Fund

In honor of Amy Smith’s High Holiday honor
Stephen Wurmbrand

Bikur Cholim Fund
Michele & David Greenfield for Miriam’s recovery
Adrienne & Andy Ross in memory of Mollie Margolese

Yahrzeit Donations

Marvin & Betty Stark in memory of L. David Stark
Arlene Bacher in memory beloved brother, Joel Forster
Norman Berens in honor of Clark Berens
Stephen & Paula Seltzer in memory of Harold Goldman,
beloved father of Stephen

Richard Margolis in memory of Minnie Deixler
Wade & Beverly Lebowitz in memory of Dave Lebowitz
Wade & Beverly Lebowitz in memory of Irene Lebowitz
Ken, Shelly, Brian, & Lauren Wistreich in memory of Martin Streicher
Phyllis Rich in memory of beloved mother, Sadie Bernstein
Stephen Breitkopf in memory of Beatrice Breitkopf
Danna, Howard & Jeremy Stein in memory of Madeline Gaynor
Natasha Rosenbaum in memory of Doris Monash
Natasha Rosenbum in memory of Howard Rosenbaum
Bernard & Abbey Lorber in memory of Rose Lorber
Wendy & Ira Heisler in memory of Beatrice Breitkopf
Betty & Marvin Stark in memory of Leah Golden, beloved mother
of Betty Stark

Ben Gottesman & Linda Fellen in memory of
Sandra Fellen & Jerome Gottesman

Fern, Allan & Marc Katronetsky, Ilana & Yonaton Yares & Family
in memory of Irving Katronetsky

Linda Katz in memory of Paul Katz
Phyllis Rich in memory of Dorothy Schneier
Avi & Marsha Duvdevani in memory of Barnett Davis

Fern, Allan & Marc Katronetsky, Ilana & Yonaton Yares in
memory of Roslyn Katronetsky & Norma Katronetsky

Phyllis Alroy in memory of Aileen Alroy
Arlene & Arthur Cederbaum in memory of Lilly Cederbaum
Norlyn & Dennis Kessler in memory of Anne Kessler
Caryl & Dave Distel in memory of Steven M. Distel
Myra & Howard Dickert

Social Action Fund

Susan Kutliroff in memory of the yahrzeit of Jerauchine Steinberg
Jodi & David Marcou in memory of Michelle Millinger’s father, Jacob

Israel Fund

Svetlana & Ilya Veksler in memory of Isaak Veksler

Religious School Fund
Arlene & Marc Lassin in memory of Diane Coopersmith
Debbie & Stu Allen in honor of Jeremy Oliver becoming a
Bar Mitzvah

Youth Fund

Debbie, Scott, Steve, Dan & Julie Rekant in memory
of Elaine Slotoroff

Shabbat Luncheon Fund

Natasha Rosenbaum & Erwin Lewis in honor of
Rachel Ruchlin’s birthday

Joyce & Gerald Fishelberg in memory of Sidney Gurtov
Gaye & Alan Feinberg in memory of Minna Feinberg
Gaye & Alan Feinberg in memory of Florence Block, beloved
mother of Jared Reichenberg

Gaye & Alan Feinberg in memory of Lila Feinberg, beloved mother
of Alan

Gaye & Alan Feinberg in memory of Sadie Muffs, beloved
mother-in-law of Michael Goldfinger

Cheryl & Myron Asnis in honor of the naming of Kiana Yael Nili
Cheryl & Myron Asnis in memory of Joel Kaplan, father of
Cheryl Asnis

Gary Ehrlich in memory of Ruth Ehrlich
Susan Miller in honor of the birth of Erwin Lewis & Natasha
Rosenbaum’s great granddaughter, Celeste Rose

Steve and Andrea Katz in honor of the college graduation of
Ben Teicher

Steve and Andrea Katz in honor of the wedding of Arielle and
Jordan Teicher

Arnold Miller Memorial Fund

Susan Miller on the occasion of the wedding anniversary of
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Gerbman

Arlene & Arthur Cederbaum in memory of Lilly Cederbaum
Barbara & Joseph Plotnick in memory of Abe Dersherwitz

Donations continued on next page
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Atlas World Travel
Gloria Adlerman

President

317 Forsgate Drive 732-605-0262
Suite A 609-655-1777
Monroe Township, NJ 08831 Fax: 732-605-0730
gloria@atlaswt.com atlaswt.com

Contact us for your next vacation.
Mention B’nai Tikvah and a donation
will be made from us.

Bar Mitzvah
Harrison Berness

Son of
Brian & Elisa Berness

December 3

Bat Mitzvah
Isabella Newman

Daughter of
Robert & Marnie Newman

December 10

Donations continued

Sons of Tikvah

Norman & Dorothy Politziner in memory of Abe Dershowitz
Norman & Dorothy Politziner in memory of Brian Jalazo’s

mother, Linda
Barbara & Joseph Plotnick in memory of Carl Plotnick
Barbara & Joseph Plotnick in memory of Abe Dersherwitz

Shiva Fund

Norman Berens in honor of Scott Berens

Ritual Fund

Samuel Fisher

Hi,
I would like to tell you a little about my Mitzvah
Project, but first I would like to tell you about myself
and why I chose this project. I was born prematurely
at 26 weeks and I spent 3 ½ months in the NICU at
Saint Peter’s Hospital. My parents tell me that I had
many ups and downs during this time, and they are
forever thankful to the doctors and nurses who cared
for me.

My family has committed to raising money for the
March of Dimes because we hope that, one day
every baby will be born healthy. Team Harrison has
raised more than $14,000 since 2006. Each year, it
is my decision if we will continue to walk, and I
wish that YOU will join us. I have already signed up
for the 2017 walk, and I hope you can support me by
signing up to walk with us. If you cannot walk with
us, please consider making a donation to the March
of Dimes and visit my webpage:
www.marchofbabies.org/harrisonjacob .

Eleanor Roosevelt once said “The future belongs to
those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” I
dream that no baby will be born prematurely or un-
healthy, and have to fight to survive as I did. I hope
you can help me in succeeding and reaching my goal
and support me by helping the March of Dimes. If
you would like more information so that you can
help, please email me at harrisonjb3@gmail.com.

Thank you,
Harrison Berness
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TITLE NAME PHONE # E-MAIL ADDRESS
Rabbi Robert Wolkoff 732-297-0696 rabbi@bnaitikvah.org
Cantor Bruce Rockman 732-422-0963 cantor@bnaitikvah.org
Co-Presidents Allison Nagelberg 732-846-1464 president@bnaitikvah.org

Ruth Anne Koenick 732-828-8141 rakoenick@gmail.com
VP Administration Michael Weiss 732-246-0306 meweiss@optonline.net
VP Activities Joshua Oliver 732-305-7040 joshuasoliver@yahoo.com
VP Membership Renee Juro 732-940-1215 rsjuro@verizon.net

Tammy Zimmerman 732-398-1420 tzimmerman6@gmail.com
VP School and Youth Doug Smoller 732-254-2313 dsmoller@comcast.net
VP Ways and Means Craig Cohen 732-658-3042 pbgrebe2001@yahoo.com

Marc Rosen 732-940-2786 marcr58187@aol.com
Recording Secretary Gary Wesalo 732-821-0588 gwesalo@aol.com
Financial Secretary Mark Kasdin 609-336-7068 eagles242@aol.com
Treasurer Andrew Ross 732-422-0637 adrcpa@comcast.net
Asst. Treasurer Marc Binder 732-274-2797 Marc@BinderCPA.com
Past President Gary Bergman 732-246-8285 finally@optonline.net

TRUSTEES Chad Austein 201-820-1192 caustein@hotmail.com
Candace Botnick 732-821-8162 cbotnick@verizon.net
Jeff Cadoff 732-398-3769 jcadoff1@comcast.net
David Cukor 732-690-6714 Ipcushionsales@aol.com
Andrew Goldberger 732-342-9885 mknj15@comcast.net
Howard Hoffman 732-940-7269 hoffmanhh@comcast.net
Melissa Kessler 732-658-6121 melissa.dara.kessler@gmail.com
David Kozodoy 732-967-1416 dkozodoy@gmail.com
Felice Ockun 732-387-2244 felice.ockun@comcast.net
Jeff Schwartz 732-297-6365 jschwartz@auerpak.com

REPRESENTATIVES
Men’s Club Brian Berness 732-422-9449 bsberness@verizon.net
Sisterhood Kim Riemann 732-940-4066 Kimmer99@aol.com
USY Co-Presidents David Juro 732-740-2822 dejuro007@yahoo.com

Mikayla Talmud 732-570-7505 mikayla.talmud@gmail.com

Executive Administrator Lynne WeissMarshall 732-297-0696 admin@bnaitikvah.org
Administrator Assistant Meryl Harris 732-297-0696 office@bnaitikvah.org
Director of Education Jennifer James 732-297-0295 Morah.Jen@bnaitikvah.org
Bikur Cholim Jill Stone 732-214-1912 bikur@bnaitikvah.org
Catering Irwin Millinger 732-406-0069 IMillinger@comcast.net
Cemetery Arthur Cederbaum 732-821-8162 arlceder@optonline.net
College Connection Phyllis Safeer 732-432-9622 pbjsr@comcast.net
Ebay Fundraising Bonnie Kudwitt 732-422-7276 beedirect@aol.com
Gift Cards and Room Rentals Main Office 732-297-0696 admin@bnaitikvah.org
Hakol Editor Michael Weiss 732-246-0306 hakol.cbt@gmail.com
Hakol Advertising CarolAnn Harkavy 732-438-0796 CaHarkavy@aol.com
Historical Committee Bill Greenberg 732-297-6953 sailor4498@optonline.net
House & Grounds Michael Weiss 732-246-0306 meweiss@optonline.net
Judiaca/Gift Shop Serena Blackin 732-390-9515 serena@blackin.org
Junior Congregation Barry Safeer 732-432-9622 safeer@comcast.net
Kadima Alyssa Marcou 732-343-1164 alyssamarcou@yahoo.net
Kiddushes & Onegs Main Office 732-937-0696 admin@bnaitikvah
Men’s Club Andrew Goldberger 732-342-9885 mknj15@comcast.net
Pre-KADIMA Michelle Wilson 732-535-0118 michellewilson2@yahoo.com
Religious School Committee Suzanne Oliver 732-305-7040 pooters608@aol.com

Co-Chairs Sharon Cohen 732-658-3042 GoldbergSharon@icloud.com
Ritual Committee Gordon Heit 732-297-6284 gordon0217@comcast.net
Security Committee Michael Weiss 732-246-0306 mewiess@optonline.net
Shabbos Luncheons Lynne WeissMarshall 732-297-0696 admin@bnaitikvah.org
Sisterhood President Kim Riemann 732-940-4066 kimmer99@aol.com
Supermarket Gift Cards Manager Barry Safeer 732-432-9622 safeer@comcast.net
Softball League Mark Kirsch 609-356-0490 markkirsch@comcast.net
USY Amanda Dillman 908-930-2526 nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com
Webmaster Kim Riemann 732-940-4066 webmaster@bnaitivah.org
Youth Committee Doug Smoller 732-254-2313 dsmoller@comcast.net

B’NAI TIKVAH DIRECTORY
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Candle Lighting

2 4:14 pm
9 4:13 pm

16 4:15 pm
23 4:18 pm
30 4:23 pm

Shabbat Ends

3 5:20 pm
10 5:19 pm
17 5:21 pm
24 5:24 pm
31 5:29 pm

1 1 Kislev

ROSH CHODESH

2 2 Kislev 3 3 Kislev

Junior
Congregation

Bar Mitzvah
Harrison
Berness

4 4 Kislev

Route 1 Clean up
9:00 am

Religious Schooll

5 5 Kislev

Board of Directors

6 6 Kislev

Men’s Basketball

7 7 Kislev

Religious School

8 8 Kislev

USY Event

9 9 Kislev

Birthday Shabbat

10 10 Kislev

Junior
Congregation

Latkes & Vodka
Bat Mitzvah

Isabella
Newman

11 11 kislev

Men’s Club
Religious School
Hagalil KADIMA

Lock In

12 12 Kislev

Sisterhood Board

13 13 Kislev

Israel Stamp Club
Men’s Basketball

14 14 Kislev

Religious School

15 15 Kislev 16 16 Kislev

ECC Shabbat
Party

17 17 Kislev

Junior
Congregation

18 18 Kislev

KADIMA Event
Religious School
USY Hagalil
Congregational

Meeting

19 19 Kislev

Ritual Committee

20 20 Kislev

Men’s Basketball

21 21 Kislev

First Day of Winter
USY/KADIMA

Hanukah Party
Religious School

22 22 Kislev 23 23 Kislev

ECC Hanukah
Party

Family Shabbat

24 24 Kislev

ERVE HANUKH
FIRST

CHANDLE

25 25 Kislev

No Religious School

26 26 Kislev

Movie and Dinner
SIP Study Group

27 27 Kislev

Men’s Basketball

28 28 Kislev 29 29 Kislev 30 1 Tevet 31 2 Tevet

NEW YEAR’S
EVE

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

KADIMA Lock In

USY/KADIMA Shabbat


